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{f)! ll)h‘f/ !’Ii’l‘, II:’I{ (il ];_3 ‘Pﬂ!}dw(’ .rf'i.';
fricid, the Captazn, falls il and dies.

VERY day now brought me nearer

my freedom, and I was impatient

till we proceeded again to {ea, that I
might have an opportunity of getting a
fum large enough to purchafe 1t. I was
not long ungratified ; for, in the begin-
ing of the year 1766, my mafter bought
another floop, named the Nancy, the
largeft I had ever feen, She was partly’
laden, and was to proceed to Philadel-
phia; our Captain had his choice of
three, and I was well pleafed he chofe
this, which was the largeft; for, from
his having a large veflel, I had more
room, and could carry a larger quantity
of goods with me. Accordingly, when
we had delivered our old veflel, the Pru-
“#idence, and completed the lading of
the Nancy, having made near three

hundred per cent, by four barrels of
POIL
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pork 1 brought from Charleftown, I {zid
in as large a cargo as 1 could, trufting
.20 God’s providence to pruiper my un-
dertaking. With thefe views I failed
for Philaielph’a. Onour paflage, when
we drew near the land, I was for the
Afirfl time {urprifed at the fight of fome

whales, having never feen any ‘{uch
jarge fea monfters before; and as we
{ailed by the land one morning | faw a
puppy whale clofe by the veflel; it
was about the length of a2 wherry boat,
and it followed usall the day till we got
within the Capes. We arrived fafe and
in good time at Philadelphia, and I {old
‘my goods there chiefly to the quakers.

They always appeared to be a very ho-
neft difcreet {ort of people, and never

‘attempted to impofe on me 3 1 therefore
Jiked them, and ever after chofe to deal
with them in preference to any others,

«One Sunday-morning while I was here,
as I was going to church, I-chancedto

B 2 pafs
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pafs a meeting-houfe. The doors beiag
~open, and the houfe full of people, it
excited my curiofity to go in, \When
I entered the houfe, to my great fur-
prife, I faw a very tall woman flanding
in the midft of tnem, {peaking in an
audible voice fomething w hich I could not

underfiand. Having neverfeen any thing
of this kind before, I ftood and ftared

about me for fome time, wondering at
this odd fcene. As foon asit was over
I took an opportunity to make inquiry
about the place and people, when [ was
informed they were called Quakers. I
particularly afked what that woman I
{aw in the midft of them had faid," but
none of them were pleafed to fatisfy'
me; ol quitted them, and foon after,
as I was returning, I came to a church
crowded with people ; the church-yard
was full likewife, and a number of
peopie were even mounted on Jadders,

looking
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[ovking in at the windows. I thought
this a firange fight, as I had never feen
churches, either in England or the Weit
Indies, crowded in this manner before,
I therefore made bold to afk fome
people the meaning of all this, and they
told me the Rev. Mr. George Whitfield
was preaching. 1 had ofien heard of
this gentleman, and had wifhed to fee
and hear him; butl had never before
had an opportunity. 1 now thercfore
refolved to gratfy myfelf with the fight,
and I prefied m amudft the multutude.
When I got 1sto the church 1 faw this
pious man exhoting the people with the -
greateft fervour and carnefinefs, and
{weating as much as I ever did while in.

flavery on Montierrat beach, I was-
very much ftruck and imprefled with
this; { thought 1t ftrange I had never
{een divines exert themielves 1n this
manner before, and I was no longer at
a lofs to accouct. for the thin congre-:

b3 gations.
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gations they preached to, Wlhen we
tad difcharged our cargo here, and
were loaded again, we left this fronful
land once more, and fet fa1) for Mont-
rerrat.. My traffic had hitherto fuc-
ceeced fo well with me, that | thoughe,
Ly felling my gooids when we arrived ar
Montferrat, 1 fhould have enough (o
purchafe my freedom. But, as foon as
our veflel arrived there, my mafter
came on board, and gave orders for ys.
to ge to St. Euflatia, and difcharge our
Cargo there, and from thence proceed
for Georgia. I was much difappointed:
at this; but thinking, as ufual, it was
of no ufe to encounter with the decrees
of fate, I fubmitted without repining,
and we went to St. Euftatia. After we
had difcharged our cargo there we took.
in 3 live cargo, as we call 3 cargo of
flaves, Here I fold my goods tolerably
well ; but, not being able to lay out 3]

Wy meney in this fmal]l ifland to as.
much
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ivich advantage as in many other
places, I laid out only part, and the re-
mainder 1 brought away with me neat.
\Ve failed from hence for Georgia, and
I was glad when we got there, though
I had not much reafon to like the place

from my laft adventurg in Savannah;
but [_longed to get back to Montferrat:

and procure my freedom, which [ ex-
pected to be able to purchafe when [
returned.  As foon as we arrived here
I waited on my caraful doflor, Mr.
Brady, to whom I made the moft grdte-
ful acknowledgments in my power for
his former kindnefs and atteation during,
my illnefs, While we were here an odd
circumftance happened to the Captain
and me, which difappointed us both a
good deal. A filverfmith, whom we had:

brought to this place fome voyages be-
fore, agreed with the Captain to return
with us to the Weft Indies, and pro-
mifed at the fame time to give the

B 4 Captain
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Captain a great deal of money, having
pretended to take a liking to him, and
being, as we thought, very rich. But
while we itayed 10 load our veflel this
men was taken ill in a houfe where he
woriked, and ina week’s time became
very bad. The worfe he grew the
more he ufed to fpeak of giving the
Captain what he had promifed bim, fo
Inat he expecied fomething confiderable
from the death of this man, who had no
wife or child, and ke attended him day

L4
+

andq I::?ght. I ufed at{o to 20 with thc_
Captain, at his cun defire, 15 attend
bim ; efpecially when we faw there was
no agpearance of his recovery : and, in
order to recompenic me for my trouble,
the Captain promifed me ten [ounds,
when he fhould get the man’s property.
I thought this would be of great fervice
to me, aitteugh I hid nearly Imoney
enough to purchafe my freedom, if |
fhould get afe thisvovage to Montferrat.

In
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Jn this expeltation 1 laid out abgve’
eight pounds of my money for a fuit of
fuperfine clothes to dance with at my.

freedom, which I hoped was then at
hand. \We f:1l continued to attend this
man, and vere with him even on the
laft day he lived, till very late at night,
when we went on board. After we
were got to bed, about one or two
o'clock in the morning, the Captain
was fent for, and informed the man was.
dead. On this he came to my bed,
and, waking me, informed me of 1,
and defired me to get up and procure:
a light, and immediately go to him. |
told him I was very fleepy, and withed
he would take fomebody elfe with him ;

or elfe, as the man was dead, and could
want no farther attendance, to let all

things remain as they were till the next
morning. ¢ No, no,’ faid he, © we wills
< have the money to-night, I cannct wair
¢ till to-morrew s folet us go.” Accord-
b 5 ingly
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ingly I got up and firuck a light, and"
away we both went and {faw the man as
dead as we could with. The Captain
faid he would give him a grand burial,
in gratitude for the promifed treafure ;
and defired that all the things bclonging

to the deceafed might be brought forth.
Among others, there was a neft of

trunks of which he had kept the keys
whilt the man was ill, and when they
were produced we opened them with
no imall eagernefs and expeQation ;
and as there were a great number within
one another, with much impatience we

took them one out of the other., Ajp
iaft, when we came to the fmalleft, and
had opened 1t, we faw it was fyll of

wpers, which we fuppofed to be notes.
at the fight of which our hearts leapt
for joy; ani that inftant the Captain,
ciapping his kands, cried out, ¢ I'hank
¢ God, here itis.” But when we took up
the trunk, and began 1o examine the

fuppofed
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fuppofed treafure and Jong-looked-for

bounty, (alas! alas! how uncertain. and
deceitful are all human atfairs') what
had we found! Whilg we thought we
were embracing a fubftance we ora{ped
an empty nothing. T he wh~le amount
that was in the neft of trunks was only
one dollar and a half; and all that the
man poflefied would not pay far his
coffin. Our fudden and exquifite joy was
now fucceeded by as fudden and exqui-
fite pain; and- my Captain and 1 ex-
hibited, for fome time, moft ridiculous
figures—pictures of chagrin and difap-
pointment! We went away greatly
mortified, and left the deceafed to do as
well as he could for himfelf, as we had
taken {o good care of kim when alive
for nothing.  We fet {ail once more for
Montferrat, and arrived there fafe; but
much out of humour with our friend the

filver{mith, When we had unladen the

veflel, and I had fold my venture, find-
B 6 Ing



[ 12 ]
ing myfclf mafter of about forty-feven
pounds, I confulted my true friend, the
Captain, how I fhould proceed in offer-
Ing my mafler the money for my free-
dom, He told me to come on a certain
morning, when he and my mafter would
be at breakfaft together. Accordingly,
ox that morning I went, and met the
Captain there, as he had appointed.
When I went in I made my obeifance
to my mafter, and with my money in
my hand, and many fears in my heart,
I prayed him to be as good as his
oifer to me, when he was pleafed to
promile me my freedom as foon as I
could purchafe it. This fpcech feemed
to confound him ; he began to recoil -
and my heart that inflant funk within
me. ¢ What,’ faid he, ¢give you your
‘freedom? Why, where did you get
‘the money? Have you got forty
‘ pounds fterling? ¢ Yes, fir,’ I an-
. Iwered, ¢ How did you get it? re-
plied



[ 13 ]
plied he. 1 told him, very honefily.
The Captain then faid he knew I got

the money very honeftly and with
much induftry, and that I was parti-

cularly careful. On which my mafter
replied, I got money much fatter than:

he did; and faid he would not have
made me the promife he did if he had
thought 1 fhould have got money {fo-
foon. ¢Come, come,’ faid'my worthy
Captain, clapping my mafter on the
back, ¢ Come, Robert, (which was his.
“ name) I think you muft let him have:
¢ his freedom ; you have laid your mo-
‘ ney out very well ; you have received.
‘ pood intereft for it all this ume, and
¢ here 1s now the principal at laft, [
¢ know Guflavus has earned you more
¢ than an hundred a-year, and. he will
¢ ftill {fave you moncy, as he will. not
¢ Jeave you:—Come, Robert, take the

¢ money.” My mafter then faid, he-

would not be worfe than his promifes’
and,



[ 14+ ]

and, taking the money, told me to go
to the Secretary at the Regifter Office,
and get my manumiflion drawn up,
Thele words of my maiter were like
a voice' frum heaven to me: in zn in-
flant ail my trepidation was turned into
unutierable blits; and I moil reverently:
bowed myfelf with gratitude, urable to
exprefs my feelings, but Ly the over-
flowing of my eyes,. while my tree and
worthy fniend, the Capain, congratu-
lated vs both with a peculiar degree of.

heart-felt pleafure,  As foon as the firft
{iorts of my joy were over, and that
I had exprefled my thanks to thefe my

worthy friends in the beft manner] was-
able, Irofe with a heart full of affec-.
ticn ard reverence, and left the rcom,

tran

in or'er to obey my mafter’s joyful
mandate of going to the Regiiter Of-
nce.  As I was leaving the houfe I
called to mind the words of ithe Plalmift,
. 1a the 126th Plalm, and like him, « ]
¢ gloriﬁcd
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¢ olorified God in my heart, in whom T
¢ trufted.” Thele words had been im-
pretled on my mind from the very day
I was forced from Deptford to the pre-

fent hour, and I now faw them, as .

thouaht, fulfilled and verified.. My
imagination was all rapture as 1 flew to-
the Regifter Office, and, in this refpedt,
like the apoftle Peter, * (whole deliver-
ance from prifon was fo fudden and ex--
traordinary, that he thought he was in.
a vifion) 1 could fcarcely believe I was:
awake. Heavens! who could do juftice
to my feelings at this moment! Not

conquering heroes themfelves, 1n the
midt of a triumph—Not the tender

mother who has juft regained her long-
loft infant, and prefles it to her heart——
Not the weary hungry mariner, at the
fight of the defired friendly port—Not
the lover, when he once more embraces

* A, chap, ¥, ver. g, v

his
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his Beloved miftrefs, after theé had beepr
ravithed fiom his arms '— A within my
breaft was tumult, wildnefs, and de-
lirtum! My feet fcarcely touched the
ground, for they were winged with Joy,
and, like Elijah, as he rofe 1o Heaven,
they © were with Lightning fped a5 |
“went o’ Every one I met [ told of
my happinefs, and blazed about the
virtue of my amiable mafier and cap-
tain.,

When I got to the office and acquaint-
ed the Regifter with my errand he
cdngratulated me on the occafion, and
told mie he would draw Up my many-
miition for half price, which was a
guinea. | thanked him for hi kind-
nefs; and, having received it and paid
itm, I haftened to my mafter to get him
to fign 1t, thar I might be fully releafed,
Accordingly he figred the manumifliory
tnatdav, fo that, before night, I who had
been a flave in the moreing, tremblin ¢

ol ™
i &
l“.
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at the will of another, was become my:
own mafter, and completely free. I
thought this was the happieft day I had
ever experienced ; and my joy was flill
heightened by the bleflings and prayers
of the fable race, particularly the aged,
to whom my heast had ever been at-
tached with reverence.

As the form of my manumiffion has.
fomething peculiar 1n it, and exprefles
the abfolute power and dominion cne:
man claims over his fellow, 1 fhall beg

leave to prefent it before my readers at
full length :

Moitferrat.—To all men unto whom
thele prefents fhall come: 1 Robert

King, of the parifh of St. Anthony in
the {aid ifland, merchant, {end greet- .
ing : Know ye, that I the aforcfaid Ro-.

bert
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Bort King, for and in confideration of°
the fum of feventy pounds current mo-
ney of the faid ifland, to me in hand
paid, and to the intent thar a NeoTo
man-flave, named Guftavus Vaffa, thall
and may become frece, have many-
miited, emancipated, enfranchifed, and
fet free, and by thefe prefents do manu.-
mit, emancipate, enfranchife, and fet
free, the aforefaid negro man-flave,
named Guftavus Vafla, for ever, hereby
giving, granting, and releafing unto
him, the f2id Guftavus Vafia, all right,
title, dominion, {overeignty, and pro-
perty, which, as lord and-mafter over
the aforefaid Guftavus V afla, I had, or
now | have, or by any means whatfp.
ver I may or can hereafter poflibly
kave over him the aforefaid negro, for
. over.  In witnefs whereof [ the above.
~ faid Robest King have unto thefe pre-
fents fet my hand and feal, this tenth-
dsy of July, in the year of our Lord:
ong
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one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-
hx.
RoserT Kixce.
Signed, fealed, and delivered in the
prefence of Terrylegay, Mont-
{crrat,

Regiftered the within manumiffion at
full length, this eleventh day of July,
1560, ia liber D.

TERRYLEGAY, Regifter,.

In thort, the fair as well as blacle
people immediately fiyled me by a new
appellation, to me the moft defirable in.
the world, which was-Freeman, and at-
the dances | gave my Georgia fuper-
fine blue clothes made no indifterent

appearance, as I thought,  Some of the'
fable famales, who formerly ftood aloof,-

now began to relax and appear lefs Coy ;'
but my heart was flill.fixed.on London,

where:

f.
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where 1 hopad to be era long. So.
that my worthy captain an: his owner,
my late mafter, hnding that the bent of
my mind was towards London, {aid to
me, ¢ \We hope you won't leave us, but
“ that you will full be with the vellels,’
Here gratitude bowed mc down ; and
none but the generous mind can ju._!ge
of my feelings, ftrugeling between in-
clination and duty, However, nota
W;‘thﬁanding my with to be in London,
I'obedienily anfwered my benefactors
that I would go 1n the veflel, and not
leave them: and from that day | was
entered on board as an able-bodied
failor, at thirty- fix fhillings per month,
befides what perquifites | could make,
My intention was to make 2 voyage or
two, entirely to pleafe thefe my ho-
noured patrons; but I determined that

the year following, if it pleafed God, [
would fee Old England once more, and.

'furprife my old mafter, Capt, Pafcal,

wha
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who was hourly in my mind ; for I fill
loved him, notwithftanding his ufage
of me, and 1 pleafed myfelf with think-
ing of what he would fay when he faw
. what the Lord had done for me in {o
fhort a time, inftead of being, as he
might perhags fuppofe, under the cruel
yuke of {fome planter. With thefe kind
of reveries | ufed.often to entertain my-
felf, and fhorten the time till my return;
and now, being as in my original {ree
African ftate, 1 embarked on board the
Nancy, after having get all things
ready for our voyage. In this ftate of
fercnity we failed for St. Euftatia ; and,
having fmcoth feas and calm weather,
we foon arrived there : after taking our
cargo on board, we proceeded to Sa-
vannah in Georgia, in Auguit, 1760,
While we were there, as ufual, T ufed to
¢o for the cargo up the rivers 1n boats;
and on this bufinefs I have been f{re-
quently befet by alligators, which were |

very
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Tery numerous on that coafl, and [ have
thot many of them when they have been
near getung into our boats; which we
have with great difficulty fometimes

preveated, and have been very much
irightened at them. I have feen a

young one fold in Georgia alive for
lix pence. During our flay at this place,
-one evening a.flave belonging to Mr,
Read, 2 merchant of Savannah, came
-near our veflel, and began to ufe me

very ill. I entreated him, with all the
pauence | was mafter of, todecfift, as.I
Knew there was little or no law for a
_.free negro here; but the fellow, inftead
_of taking my advice, perfevered in his
-infults, and even firuck -me, At this]
foft all temper, and 1 fell on him and
bBeat him {oundly. The next morning
his mafter came to our veffel as we lay
alongfide the wharf, and defired me
to come afhore that he might bave me
£ogged all round the town, for Beating

I , his
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‘is negro flave. T told him hehad in2
fuled me, and had given the provo-
cation, by firft ftriking me. Lhad told
my captain al{o the whole affair that
morning, and wifhed him to have gone
along with me Mr. Read, to prevent
bad confequences; but he faid that it
did not fignify, and if Mr. Read faid
any thing he would make matters up,
and had defired me to go to work,
which I accordingly did. Vhe Captain
being on board when Mr. Read came,
he told him I was 2 free man; and
when Mr. Read applied to him to de-
liver me up, he faid he knew nothing -
of the matter., I was aftonifhed and
frightened at this, and theught [ had
better keep where 1'was than go athore
and be flogged round the town, with-
.out judge or jury. -l therefore refufed
to flir; and Mr. Read went away,
{fwearing he would bring all the con-
ftables in the town, for he wou.d have
me

I}
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me out of the veflel. When he was
gone, I thought his threat might prove
100 true tc my forrow; and I was con-
firmed in this belief, as well by the
many 1inftances I had {=en of the treat-
ment of free negroes, as from a fact
that had happened within my own know-
{edge here a thort time before. There was
a frece black man, a carpenter, that
I knew, who, for afking a gentle-
-an that he worked for for the moaey
he had earned, was put into gaol; and
afterwards this opprefied man was fent
from Georgia, with falle accufations,
of an intention to {ct the gentleman’s
houfe on fire, and run away with his
flaves. 1 was therefore much embar-
rafied, and very apprehenfive of 2
fogging at leaft. I dreaded; of all
things, the thoughts of being ftriped,
as I never in my life had the marks of
any violence of that kind. At that in-

fiant a rage feized my foul, and for a
3 little
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hinle [ determined to refift the firft man
that thould ofler to lay violent handson
me, or bafely ufe me without 2 trial;
for | would {ooner die like a free man,
than fuffer my{elf to be fcourged by the
hands of ruffians, and my blood drawn
like a flave. The captain and others,
more cautious, advifed me to make hafle

and conceal myfelf; for they {aid Mr.
Read was a very fpiteful man, and he
would {foon come on board with con-

{lables and take me. At firlt I refuled
this counfel, being deiermined to ftand
my ground; but at length, by the
prevating catreaties of the captaimn
and Mr. Dixon, with whom he lodged,
I went to Mr. Dixon’s houfe, which was
a lite out of town, at a place called
Yea-ma-chra. 1 was but juft gone
when Mr. Read, with the conftables,
came for me, and fearched the veflel;
but, not finding me there, he fivore he
would have me dead or alive. 1 was

Vou. II. C {ecreted
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fecreted about five days; however, the
good character which my captain always
gaveme as well as fome other gentlemen
who alfo knew me, procured me fome
friends. At laft fome of them told my
captain that he did not ufe me well, 1n
{uffering me thus to be impofed upon,
and faid they would fee me redrefled, and
vet me on board {ome other vefiel. My
captain, on this, immediately weat to
Mr. Read, and told him, that ever fince
1 eloped from the vefiel his work had
been neglected, and he could not go on
with her loading, him{elf and mate not
being well; and, as 1 had managed
things on board for them, my abiunce
muft retard his voyage, and confe-
quently hurt the owner; he therefore
begged of him to forgive me, as he {aid
he never had any complaint of me be-
fore, for the many yearsthat I had been
with him. After repecated cntreatics,
Mr. Read faid [ might go to hell, and

that
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that he would not meddle with me; on
which my captain came immediately
to me at his lodging, and, telling me
how pleaiantly matters had gone on, he
defired me to go on board, Some of .
my other friends then atked him if he
had got the conftable’s warrant from
them; the captain {aid, No. On this
was defired by them to flay in the houfe;
and they faid they would get me on
board of iome other veflel before the
cvening.  \When the captain heard this
he became almoft diftralled. He went
immediately for the warrant, and, after -
uling every exertion in his power, he
at Jaft got it from my hunters; but I
had all the cxpenfes to pay.  After |
had thanked all my friends for their at-
tention, 1 went on board again to my
work, of which I had always plenty.
We were 1 hafte to complete our lad-
ing, and were to carry twenty head of
cattle with us to the Weft Indies, where

C o> they
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they are a very profitable article. In
order to enccurage me in working, and
to make up fur the time [ had loft, my
captain promifed me the privilege of
Carrying two bullocks of my own with

me: and this made me work with re-

deubled ardour.  As {oon as [ had got
the veflel loaded, in daing which | was
cbliged to pcrform the duty of the mate
as well as my own work, and that the
bullocks were near coming on board, I
afked the captain leave to bring my
two, according to his promife; but, to
my great furprife, he told me there was
no room for them. I then afked him
to permit me to take one; but he faid
he could not. I was a gcod deal morti-
fied at this ufage, 21d told him I had
no notton that he intended thus to Im-
pofe on me; nor could I think we!l of
2ny man that was fo much worfe than

his word. On this we had fome dif-

agreement, and I gave him :0 under-
ftand,
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fland, that I intended to leave the
vefle]l. At this he appeared to be very
much dejected ; and our mate, who had
been very fickly, and whofe duty had
long deveived upon me, advifed him to
perfuade me to flay : inconfequence of
which he fpoke very kindiy to me,
making many fair promifes, telling me
that, as the mate was {o fickly, he coul
not do without me, and that, as the
fafety of the veflel and cargo depended

greatly upon me, he therefore hoped
that 1 would not be offended at what
had paffed buetween us, and {wore he

would make up all matters when we
arrived 1n the Weft Indies; fo 1 con-
fented to flave onas before.  Soon after-
this, as thz bullocks were coming on
board, one of them ran at the captain,
and butted him {o furioufly in the
breaft, that he never recovered of the
bLlow, In order to make me fome

amends for his treatment about the bul-
C 3 locks,
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locks, the captain now preffed me very
much to take fome turkeys, and other
fowls, with me, and gave me liberty 1o
tzke as many as | could find room for :
Lut] told him he knew very well T had
never carried any turkeys before, az [
ziwavs thought tl :ey were {uch tender

Lirds that they were not fit to crofs the
feas. However, lic continued to prefs
me to buy them for once; and, what
was very {urprifing to me, the more [
was againft it, the more he urged my
taking them, infomuch that he enfured
me from all loffes that might happen by
them, and I was prevailed on to take
them; but I thought this very ftrange,
as he had never a&ed fo with me be-
fore. This, and not being able to dif-
pole of my paper-money in any other
way, tnduced me at length to take four
dozen. The turkeys, however, I was
{o diffatisfied about that 1 determined
to make no more voyages to this quar-
ler,
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ter, nor with this captain; and was
very apprehenfive that my free voyage
would be the worft I had cver made,
We fet fail for Montferrat, Thecaptain
and mate had been both complaining ot
ficknels when we failed, and a. we pro-
ceeded on our voyage they grew worle,
'T'his was about November, and we had
not becn long at fea before we began
to meet with ftrong northerly gales and
rough feas; and in about feven or

eight days all the bullocks were ncar
being drowred, and four or five of

them died. Our veflel, which had not
been tight at firft, was much lefs {o
now ; and, though we were but nine in
the whole, including five failors and
myfelf, yet we were obiiged to attend to
the pumps cvery half or three quarters
of an hour. The captain and mate
came on deck as often as they were
able, which was now but feldom; for
they declined {o faft, that they were not

C 4 well
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well enough to make obfervations above
tour or five times the whale voyage,
The whole care of the vefly] refled,
therefore, upon me, and I was obliged
o direct her by my former experience,
ot biing able to work a traverfe. The
CIPraln Was now very forry he had not
tavght me navigation, and protefied, if
cver he {hould set well again, he would
rot fail to do fo; but in about feven-
teen days his illnefs increafed fo much,
that he was obliged to keep his bed,
continuing fenfible, however, till the
laft, conftantly having the owner's inte-
reft at heart; for this juft and benevo-

lent man ever appeared mush cop-
cerned about the welfare of what he

was intrufted with, When this dear
friend found the {fymptoms of death
approaching, he called me by my name;
and, when I came to him, he atked
(with almoft his laft breath) if he had
ever done me any harm? ¢ God forbid

‘I thould
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“ I fhould think fo,” I replied, ¢ I fhould
‘ then be the moft ungratcful of wretches
* to the beft of benefaétors.” While was
thus expreffing my affeflion and forrow
by his bedfide, he expired without fay-
ing another word ; and the day follow-
ing we committed his body to the

decp.  Every man on board loved this
man, and regretted his death; but I

was cxccedingly affeted at it, and I
found that I did not know, till he was
gone, the ftrength of my rcgard for
him. Indeed I had every reafon in the
world to be attached to him; for, befid.s
that he was in general mild, affable,
generous, faithful, benevolent, and juft,
he was to me a friend and a father,
and, had it pleafed Providence that he
had died but five months before, 1
verily believe [ fhould not have obtained
my ireedom when I did; and it is not
improbable that I might not have been
able to get it at any rate afterwards,

C s The



[ 34 ]

The captain being dead, the mate came
on the deck, and made {uch qobferv-
ations as he was able, but to no pur-
nofe. In the courfe of 2 few days more,
thz few bullocks that remained were
found dead; but the turkies [ had,
though on the deck, and expofed to fo
much wet and bad weather, did well,
and I afterwards gained near three hun-
dred per cent. on the falc of them; {o

tnat in the event it proved a happy Cli-
cumftance for me that [ had not

- bought the bullocks 1 intended, for
they muft have perifhed with the reft ;

and I'could not help icoking on [hlS

otherwife trifling ¢ circumflance, asa par-

ticular providence of God, and I was
thankful accordmg]} The care of the
veticl took up all my time, and engaged

my attenticn entirel Y. As we were now
cut of the varialle wip Js, | tlrour:htl
thould not be much puzzled to hit upon

the iflands. 1 was perfuaded | fteered

rig.}.}t
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rght for Antigua, which T withed to

reach, as the neareft to us; and in the

courfe of nine or ten days we made this
ifland, to our great joy; and the next

day after we came fafe to Montferrat.
Many were {urprifed when they heard
of my conducting the floop into the
port, and I now obtained a new appel-

ation, and was called Captain. This
elated me not a hittle, and 1t was quite
flattering to my vanity to be thus ftyled
by as high a title as any free man in this
place poflefled. \When the death of the

captain became known, he was much
regretted by all who knew him 5 for he
was a man univerfally refpetted. Atthe
famc time the fable captain loft no
fame ; for the fuccefs 1 had: met with
increafed the affection of my friends in
no fmall meafure.

C 6 Cil AP,



CHAP. VIIL

Tic autl-ory to oblice AL, King, oiice miore
cinbarks for Georgia i one of Fis veffels—
A neey caplain s a? -n.r'nh‘;!—-T-fw:}' ‘ﬁh"/ ,
and fleer a neo rowrjo—Three vemarkalle
creains—The woffel is fhiprercched on
106 Balama bank, but the cvewo are
preferved, principally by wmeans of the
cutlor——He fets ont from the ifland zoith
t2e eaptainy in a fimall boat, in quefl of a

Jap — Their diftrefs — Meet with a
corecker — Satl for Providence — Are
dvertaken again by a tervible florim, aud
cre @l uear perifling—Arrive at Nety
Provideace—T ke anthor, after fome time,
Jails from thence 1o Georgia—Meets with
anotler florm, aiid is obliged to put back
ard refit—Arrives at Georgia— Meets
nez 1nipafitions—T o while men attempr

/0
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{0 &'Edﬂﬂp L;HI“—'Oﬁ‘C;IIfﬂS G35 (1 j’a?ﬁrf ﬂt
a funcral m*e:—nmgy—]ﬁds adien to Geor-
eidy aind fuils for Martiico.

As 1 had now, by the death of my
captain, loft my great benefactor and

friend, I had httle inducement to re-
main longer in the Weft Indies, except

my gratitude to Mr. King, which 1
thought I had pretty well difcharged
in bringing back lis veflel {afe, and
delivering his cargo to his fatisfaltion.
I began to think of leaving this part of
the world, of which 1 had becn long

tired, and returning to England, where

my beart had always becn; but Mr.
King ftill prefled me very much to
{tay with his veflel; and he had done
{o much for me that I found myfelf un-

able to refufe his requefts, and con-
fented to go another voyage to Georgia,

as the mate, from hisill ftate of health,
was quite ufele(s in the veffel. Accord

ingly
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ngly a new captain was appointed,
whofe name was William Phillips, an
old acquaintance of mine ; and, having
refitted our veflel, and taken feveral
flaves on board, we fer fail for St
Euftatia, where we ftayed but a few
days; and on the zoth of January 1567
ve fieered for Georgia.  Our new cap-
tun boafted flrangely of his fill in
navigating and condu@ing a vefiel
and 1n confequence of this he fleered a
new courle, feveral points more to the
weflward than we ever did before ; this
appeared to me very extraordinary.

On the fourth of February, which
was foon after we had got into our new
courfe, I dreamt the fhip was wrecked
amidft the furfs and rocks, and that I
was the means of faving every one on
board ; and on the night following I
dreamed the very fame dream. Thefe
dreams however made no impreflion on
my mind; and the next cvening, it be-

1noe
lﬁb
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ing my watch beJow, T was pumping
the veflel a little after eight o’clock,
juft before 1 went off the deck, as is
the cuftom; and being weary with the
duty of the day, and tired at the pump,
(for we made a good deal of water)
| began to exprefs my impatience,
and [ uttered with an oath, ¢ Damn the
‘ vellel's bottom out.” But my con-
fcience inftantly fmote me for the ex-
prefion. When 1 left the deck I went
to bed, and had {carcely fallen afleep
when I dreamed the fame dream again
about the fhip that 1 had dreamt the
two preceeding nichts, At tweive
oclock the watch was changed ; and,
as I had always the charge of the cap-
tain’s watch, 1 then went upon deck.
At half after one 1n the morning the
man at the helm faw {omething under
the lee-beam that the fea wathed againt,

and hc 1mmediately called to me that
there was a grampus, and defired me
{0
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to look at it.  Accordingly I {tood up
and obferved it for fome time; but,
when I {aw the fea wath up againft ic
azain and again, 1 faird m was not
a filh but a rock. Being foon certain
of this, I went down to the captain,
and, with {fome confufion, told him the
danger we were 1n, and defired him to
come upon deck immediately. He
fad 1t was very well, and T went up

again. As foonas I was upon deck
the wind, which had been pretry high,
having abated a little, the vefii] began
to be carried fideways towards the rock,
by means of the current. Sull the

captain did not appear. I therefore

went to him again, and told him the

O
veffel was then near a large rock, and

defired he would come up with {peed.
He {aid he would, and 1 returned to
the deck. When I wasupon the deck
again I {aw we weére not above a piftol

fhot from the rock, and 1 heard the
not'e
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noifc of the breakers all arounds us, 1
was exceedingly alarmed at this; and
the captain having not yet come on the
deck I loft all patience; and, growing
quite enraged, I ran down to him agamn,
and afked him why he did not come
up, and what he could mean by all this
¢ The breakers,” faid I, ¢ are round us,
¢ and the veflel 1s almoft on the rock.
With that he came on the deck with
me, and we tried to put the veficl
about, and get her out of the current,
but all to no purpofe, the wind being
very {mall. We then called all hands

up immediately ; and after a little we
got up one end of a cable, and faft-
ened it to the anchor. By this ume

the furf was foaming round us, and
made a dreadful noife on the breakers,

and the very moment we let the an-

chor go the veflel ftruck againft the
rocks. One fwell now {ucceeded an-
other, as 1t were one wave calling on

15



[ 42 ]

its fellow : the roaring of the bLiljows
increafed, and, with one fingle heave
of the {wells, the floop was picrced and
transfixed among the rocks! Ina mo-
ment a fcene of horror prefented 1tfclt
to myv nund, {uch as 1 never had con-
ceived or experienced Lefore,  All my
fins {tared me n the face; and efpe-
ciaily, 1 thought that God had hurled
his direful vengeance on my gulty
head for curfing the veffel on which
my life depended. My {pirits at this
forfock me, and I expected every mo-
ment to go to the bottom: 1 deter-
mined f I fhould fill be faved that I
would rever {wear again. And 1n the
mic{t of my diftrefs, while the dreadful
{urfs were dafhine with unremitting fury
among the rocks, I remembered the
I.ord, though fearful that T was unde-
{ferving of forgivencfs, and I thought
that as he had often delivered he might
yer deliver; and, calling to mind the
iy
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many mercies he had fhewn me
tmes paft, they gave me {ome {mall

hope that he might ftill help me. 1
then began to think Low we might be
faved ; and I believe no mind was ever
like mine fo replete with 1nventions
and confufed with fchiemes, though
how to cfcape death I knew not.  The
captain immediately ordered the hatches
ro be nailed down on the flaves in the.
hold, where there were above twenty,
1]l of whom muft unavoidably have pe-
rithed if he had been obeyed. When
he defired the man to nail down the
hatches 1 thought that my fin was the
caufe of this, and that God would
charge me with thefe people’s blood.
This thought rufhed upon my mind,
that inftant with {uch violence, that it
quite overpowered me, and I fainted.
1 recovered juft as the people were
about to nail down the hatches; per-

ceiving which, T defired them to {top.
The
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The captamn then faid 1t muft be done:
I afked him why? He faid that every
one would cendeavour 19 oet 110 the

boat, which wasbut {mall, and therchy
we fhould be drowned ; for it would

not have carried above ten at the moft.
I could no longer reftrain my emotion,

and I told him he deferved drowning
for not knowing how to navigate the
vellely and 1 believe the people would
have tofled him overboard if I had
aiven them the leaft hintof it,  How-
ever the hatches were not nailed down;
and, as none of us could Icave the
veflel then on account of the darknefs,
and as we knew not where to g0, and
were convinced befides that the boat
could not {urvive the furfs, we all faid
we would remain on the dry part of |

the veffel, and truft to God till day-
light appeared, when we fhould know

better what 1o do.
| then advifed to get the boat pre-
parcd
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pared againft morning, and fome of vs
began to fct about it ; but fome aban-
doned all care of the thip and them-
{clves, and fell to drinking.  Our boat
had a picce out of her bottom near
two feet long, and we had no mate-
rials to mend her; however, necefhity
being the mother of invention, 1 took
fome pump leather and nailed 1t to
the broken part, and plaftered 1t over
with tallow-greafe. And, thus prepar-
ed, with the utmoft anxiety of mind
we watched for day-light, and thought
every minute an hour tll it appeared.
At laft it faluted our longing eyes,
and kind Providence accempanied 1ts
approach with what was no {mall
comfort to us ; for the dreadful {well
began to {ubfide; and the next thing
that we difcovered to raife our droop-
ing fpirits, was a‘fmall key or ifland,
about five or fix miles off; but a barner
foon prefented itfelf; for there was not

water
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waicr cnough for our boat to go over
the reefs, and this threw us again into
a fad conilernation; but there was no
alternative, we were therefore obliged
10 put but few in the boat at once;
and, what 1s {ill worfe, all of us were
frcquently under the neceffity of get-
ting out to drag and lift it over the
reefs.  This coft us much labour and
faigue ; and, what was yet more dif-
trefhing, we could not avoid having
our legs cut and torn verv much with
the rocks. There were only four peo-
ple that would work with me at the

oars; and they confifted of three black
men and a Dutch creole failory and,

though we went with the boat five
times that day, we had no oihers to
affift us.  But, had we not worked in
tois manner, I really believe the pco-
ple could not have been faved ; for not
onc of the white men did any thing to
piclerve their ives; and indeed they

Y, lcon
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foon got fo drunk that they were not
able, but lay about the deck like fwine,
o that we were at lalt obliged to lift

them nto the boat and carry them on
(hore by torce. This want of afliftance
made our labour intolerably fevere; in-
lomuch, that, by putting on fhore fo
often that day, the fkin was entircly
ftript oft my hands,

Howcever, we continued all the day
to toll and ftrain our exertions, till we

had brought all on board fafc to the
(hore; fo that out of thirty-two people

we loft not one. My dream now re-
turned upon my mind with all its force s
it was tulfilled in every part; for our
danger was the {fame I had dreamt of :
and 1 could not help looking on my-
clf as the principal inftrument in cf-
fecting our deliverence ; for, OWing (o
fome of our people getting drunk, the
reft of us were obliged to double oux
cxertions; and it was fortunate we

cid,
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did, for in a very linde time longer
the patch of leather on the boat would
have been worn out, and fhe would
have been no longer fit for f{ervice.
Situated as we were, who could think
that men thould ke {o carelels of the
danger they were in: for, 1f the wind
had but raifed the fwell as 1t was when
the veflfel ftruck, we muft have bid a
final farewell to all hopes of deli-
verance; and though, I warned the
people who were drinking and en-
treated them to embrace the moment
of deliverance, neverthelefs they per-
fifted, as 1if not poficiled of the leaft

{nark of reafon. I could not help

thinking, that, if any of thefe people
had been lof, God would charge me
with their lives, which, perhaps, Was
one caufe of my labouring {o hard for
their prefervation, and indecd every

one of them afterwards feemed {o {en-

{ible of the fervice T bhad rendered
5 them,
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therm; and while we were on the key
Iwas a kind of chicftain amongft them.

I brought fome limes, oranges, and e-
mens afhore; and, finding it to be a
zood foil where we were, 1 planted fe-
veral of them as a token to any one
that might be caft away hereafter.
Tlis key, as we afterwards found, was
onc of the Bahama iflands, which con-
ift of a clufter of Jarge flands, with
{fmaller ones or keys, as they are called,
interfperfed among them. Tt was abiout
a mile in circumference, with 3 white
fandy beach running in a regular order
along 1. On that part of it where we
trit atiempted to land there ftood
lome very large birds, called flamin-
goes ¢ thefe, from the refle®ion of

the ﬁm, appearcd to us at a httle dif-

tance as large as men ; and, when they

walked backwards and forwards, we
could not conceive what they were

our captaw {wore they were cannibals.
Your.II. D This
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This created a great panic among us ;
and we held a confultation how to wct.
The caprain wanted 1o go to a key
that was within fight, but a great way
off; bur I was agamit it, as i {0
doing we thould not be able to fave

all the people; ¢ And therciore,’ fuid I,

¢ Jet us go on fhore here, and perhaps

¢ thefc cannibals may take to the water,’
Accordingly we fteered towards them;

and when we approached them, to our
very great joy and no lefs wonder, they
walked off one after the other very de-
liberately ; and at laft they took flight
and relieved us entirely from our*fears.
About the key there were turtles and

feveral forts of fith in fuch abundance
that we caught them without bait,

which was a great relief to us after the
{alc provlﬁons on board. There was
alfo a large rock oo the beach, about
ten feet high, which was in the form
of a Punch-bowl at the top; this we

could
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could not help thinking Providence
had ordained to fupply us with raiq-
water ; and 1t was !bnwthing fingular
that, 1if we did not take the water when
it ramned, m fome hittle time after 1t
would turn as {alt as fea-water.

Our  firft care, after refrefhment,

wias to make ourfclves tents to lodge 1n,
which we did as well as we could with
fome fails we had brought from (he
fhip. We then began to think how
we night get from this place, which
was quite uninhabited; and we deter-
mincd 1o repair our boat, which wag
very much (hattered, and to put to {ea

in queft of a fhip or fome inhabited
land. It took us up however eleven

days beforc we could get the Doat
ready for fes in the manner we wanted
1, with a fail and other neceflaries.
When we had got all things prepared
the captain wanted me to (tay on fhore
while he went to fea in quelt of 4 vef-

D2 {el
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{¢! to take all the people off the key;
but this I refufed; and the captain and
mvicit, with five more, fet off 1n the
boat towards New Providence. Wy
had no more than two mufket load of
oun-powder with us il any thing fhould
happen; and our {tock of provifions
confifted of three gallons of rum, four
of water, fome falt beet, fome bilcuit;
and in this manner we proceeded to
{ca,

On the fccond day of our voyage
we came to an ifland called Obbico,
the largeft of the Bahamaiflands., We
were much in want of water; for by
this time our water was cxpended,
and we were exceedingly fatgued n
pulling two days in the heat of the -
{fun; and it being late in the cvening,
we hauled the boat athorc to try for
water and remain during the might:
when we came athore we f{earched for
water, but could find nore. When

1t
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it was dark, we made a fire around us
tor fear of the wild Leafts, as the place
was an entire thick wood, and we took
1t by turns to watch, In this fituation
we found very little reft, and waited
with impatience for the morning.  As
loon as the hight appeared we fct off
acain with our boar, in hopes of find-
ing affiftance during the day. We
were now much deweéted and weakened
by puliing the boat; for our fail was of
no ute, and we were almoft famithed for
want of irefh water to drink. Ve had
nothing left to eat but fal beef, and
that we could not ufe without water.
In this fituation we toiled all day 1n
hight of the ifland, which was very long ;
in the eveaing, feeing no relief, we
made athore again, and faftened our
boat. e then went to look for frefh
water, being quite faint {or the want
of 1t; and we dug and fearched about
for fome all the remainder of the even-

D
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ing, but could not find one drop, {o
that our dejection at this pertod became
exceflive, and our terror {o great, that
we expected nothing but death to de-
hiver us, We could not touch our
beef, which was as falt as brine, with-
out frcfh waters and we were 1n the
greate{ll terror from the apprehenfion
of wild beafts. When unwelcome
night came we acted as on the night
betore ; and the next morning we fet
off again from the ifland in hopes of
fecing fome veflel.  In this manner we
toiled as well as we were able ull four
o'clock, during which we pafied {eve-
ral keys, but could not mecet with a
fhip; and, {ull famifhing with thidt,
went afhore on one of thofe keys again
in hopes of finding fome water.  Here
we found fome leaves with a few drops
of water in them, which we lapped
with much cagernels; we then dug in

{everal places, but without fuccels.

AsS
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As we were digging holes in fearch of
water there came forth fome very thick
and black ftuff; bur none of ys could
touch 1t, except the poor Dutch
Creole, who drank above 2 quart of 1t
as cagerly as it ithad been wine,  We
tried to catch fith, but could not; and
we now bezan to repine at our fate,
and abandonourfelves to defpair; when,
i the midit of our murmuring, the
captain all at ence cried out ¢ A fai] !
“a full a faill?  This gladdening
found was like a reprieve to a con-
vict, and we all inftandy turned to
look at 1t; but ina little time fome of
us began to be afraid it was not a fal,
However, at g venture, we embarked
and {teered after it and, 1 half an
hour, to our unfpeakable joy, we plainly
law that it was a vefle]. Ag this our
droopfng (pirits revived, and we made
towards her with al] the {peed ima-

omable,  \When we Calme near t
I) 4

0 her,
We
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we found fhe was a lhttle floop, about
the fize of a Gravefend hoy, and quite

ﬁ-

full of people; a circumftance which
we could not make out the meaning
of. Our captain, who was a Welch-
man, {wore that they were pirates, and
would kill us. T f{aid, be that as 1t
might, we muft board her if we werc
to die for 1t; and, it they fhould not
receive us kindly, we muft oppole
them  as welt as we could : for there
was no alternative between theiwr pe-
rithing and ours. This counfel was
immediately taken; and I really be-
lieve that the eaptain, myfelf, and the
Dutchman, would then have faced

twenty men. W< had two cutlafles
and a mu{quet, that 1 brought in the
boat; and, in tlus fituatuon, we rowed
alongfide, and 1mmediately boarded
her. I believe there were avout forty
hands on board; but how great was
our {urprife, as foon as we got on

board,
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board, to find that the major part of
them were in the {ame predicament as
ourfclves!

They belonged to a whaling fchoon-
cr that was wrecked two days before
us about nine miles t¢ the nord) of
our veflel, When the was wrecked
fome of them had taken to their boats
and had left fome of their people and
property on a key, in the fame manner
as we had done; and were going, like
us, to New Providence in queft of a
(hip, when they met with this Iirtle
floop, called a wrecker: their employ-
ment 1n thofe fexs being to look after
wrecks.  They were then golng to
ake the remainder of the peoplc be-
longing to the fchooner; for which
the wrecker was to have all things be-

longing to the veffel, and likewife thejr

people’s help to get what they could

out of her, and were then to carry the
crew to New Providence,

D 5 We
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We told the people of the wrecker
the condition of our veffel, and we
made the fame agreement with them
as the {chooner’s people; and, on therr
complying, we begged of them to go
to our key directly, becaule our people
were in want of water. They agreed,
therefore, to go along with us firft ; and
in two days we arrived art the key, to
the inexpreflible joy of the people that
we had left behind, as they had becn
reduced to great extremuties for want
of water in our abfence. Luckily for
us, the wrecker had now more people
on board than fhe could carry or vic-
tual for any moderate length of time;
they therefore hired the {chooner’s
people to work on our wreck, and

we left them our boat, and embarked
for New Providence.

Nothing could have been more for-
tunatc than our meceting with this
wrecker, for New Providence was ar

{uch
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{uch a diftance that we never could
have reached it in our boat. The
ifland of Abbico was much longer
than we expected; and it was not ull
after failing for three or four days that
we got fafe to the farther end of i,
towards New Providence. \When we
arrived there we watered, and got a
good many lobfters and other fhell-
filh; which proved a great relief to us,
as our provifions and water were almoft
exhaufted. Wethen proceeded on our
voyage; but the day after we left the
fland, late in the evening, and whilft
we were yet amouglt the Bahama
Keys, we were overtaken by a vio-
lent gale of wind, fo that we were
obliged to cut away the maft. The
veflel  was very near foundering ;
for the parted from her anchors,
and ftruck feveral times on the
fhoals, Here we expelted every mi-
nute that fhe would have gone  to

picces, and each moment to be our
D 6 o lafts
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Iaft; fo much fo that my old captain

and fickly ufelefs mate, and {everal
others, fainted ; and death {tared us m
the face onevery fide.  All the {wearers

on board now began to call on the
God of Heaven to aflift them : and,
fure enough, beyond our compre-
henfion he did affift us, and i a mira-
culous manner delivered us! In the
very height of our extremuty the wind
lulled for a few minutes; and, although
the fwell was high beyond expreflion,
two men, who were expert fwimmers,
attempted to go to the buoy of the an-

ckor, which we ftill faw on the water,
at fome diftance, in a little punt that

belonged to the wrecker, which was
not large erough to carry more than
two.  She filled different times 1n their
endeavours to get into her alongfide of
our veflel ; and they {faw nothing but
dezth before them, as well as we ; but
they {aid they might as well dic that

6 way
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way as any other. A coil of very fmall
rope, with a htde buoy, was put in
along with them ; and, at laft, with
orcat hazard, they got the punt clear
from the veflel; and thefe two intrepid
water heroes paddled away for life to-
wards the buoy of the anchor. The
eycs of us all were fixed on them all the
time, expecting every minute to be
their faft: and the prayers of all thofe
that remained 1n their fenfes were of-
tered up te God, on their behalf, for a
[peedy dehiverance; and for our own,
which depended onthem; and he heard
and an{wered us! Thefe two men at

laft reached the buoy; and, having
faltencd the punt to it, they tied one
end of ther rope to the fmall buoy
that they had n the punt, and fent it
adrift towards the veflel.  We on board
obferving this threw out boat-hooks
and leads faltened to lines, in ordet to
catch the buoy s at lalt we caughe i, .

and
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and faftened a hawfer to the end of the
{mall rope ; we then gave thema fign
to pull, and they puiled the hawfer to
them, and faftened ittothe buoy: which
being donc we hauled for our lives;
and, through the mercy of God, we got
again from the {hoals into deep water,
and the punt got fafe to the veflel.
It 1s impoflible for any to concecive our
heart-fclt oy at this {econd dehiverance
from rumn, but thofe who have {uf-
fered the fame hardfhips.  Tholfe whofe
firength and {enfes were gone came 1o
themf{elves, and were now as elated as
they were before deprefled. Two days
after this the wind ceafed, and the
water became fmooth. The punt
then went on fhore, and we cut down
fome trecs; and having found our maft
and mended it we brought it on board,
and fixed it up. As foon as we had
done this we got up the anchor, and
away we went once more for New

Providence,
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Providence, which in three days more
we reached fafe, after having been
above three weeks 1n a fituation in
which we did not expedt to c{cape
with life.  The inhabitants here were
very Kind tous; and, when they learned
our fitwation, fhewed us a great deal of
hofpitahity and friendfhip. Soon aficr
this every one of my old fellow-{uf-
ferers that were free parted from us,
and fhaped their courfe -where their
inclination led them. One merchant,
who had a large floop, feeing our con-
dition, and knowing we wanted to go
to Georgia, told four of us that his
veftel was going there; and, if we
would work on board and load her, he
would give us our paflage free, As
we could not get any wages whatever,
and found it very hard to get off' tlie
place, we were obliged to confent to
his propofal ; and we went on board
and helped 1o load the floop, thoueh

We
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we had only our victuals allowed us,
When ihe was entirely loaded he told
us fhe was going to Jamaica firft,
where we mutt go if we went in her,
This, however, I refufed; but my
fellow-{uficrers not having any mo-
ney to nelp themielves with, neceffity
obiiged them toaccept of the offer, and
to {teer that courfe, thouch they did
not hke it.

We ftaved in New Providence about
feventeen or eighteen days; during
which ume I met with many friends,
who gave me encouragement to ftay
there with them: but I declined it
though, had not my heart been fixed
on England, I fhould have ftayed, as I
liked the place extremely, and there
were fome free black people here who
were very happy, and we paffed our
time pleafantly together, with the me-
lodious found of the catguts, under
the lime and lemon trees. At length

Captain
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Captain Phullips hired a floop to carry
him and fome of the flaves that he
could not {ell to Georgta; and I agreed
to go with him n this veflel, meaning
now to take my farewell ot that place,
When the veflel was ready we all ecm-
barked ; and I took my leave of New
Providence, not without regret.  YWe
tailed about four o’clock m the morn-
e, with a fair wind, for Georgra ; and
about cleven o’clock the {fame morn-
g a thort and fudden gale {prung uvp
and blew away moft of our fails; and,
as we were {tll amongft the keys, in
a very few minutes 1t dafhed the floop
againit the rocks.  Luckily for us the
water was deep; and the fea was not
lo angry but that, after having for
tome tme laboured hard, and being
many in number, we¢ were faved
through God’s mercy ; and, by ufing
our greateft exertions, we got the vei-
{cloft.,  The next day we returned to

Providence,
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Providence, where we foon oot her
again refitted.  Some of the people
{wore that we had {pells fet upon us by
fomebody in Montferrar; and others
that we had witches and wizzards
amongil the poor helplefs flaves; and
that we never fhould arrive fafe ar
Georgia.  Dut thefe things did not de-
ter me; 1 {fad, ¢ Let us again face the
‘ winds and feas, and fwear not, but
“ truft to God, and he will duliver us.’
We therefore once more fot {a1; and,
with hard labour, in feven day’s time
arrived fafe at Georgia.

After our arrival we went up to the
town of Savannah; and the fame even-
ing I went to a friend’s houfe to lodge,
whofe name was Mofa, a black man.

Ve were very happy at meeting each
other: and after {fupper we had a light
till it was between ninc and ten o’clock
at night.  About that time the watch
or patrol camc bv; and, difcerning a

light
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light 1n the houfe, they knocked at the
door : we opened 1t; and they came in
and fat down, and drank fomc punch
with us: they al{o begged fome limes
of me, as they underftood I had f{ome,
which I readily gave them. A liule
atter this they told me I muft go to the
watch-houfe with them: this furprifed
me a good deal, after our kindnefs
to them; and I atked them, Why {o 3
They faid that all negroes who had

hehit in their boufes after nine o’clock
were to be taken mto cuflody, and
cither pay fome dollars or be flog-
ged.  Some of thofe people knew
that 1 was a free man; but, as the
man of the houfe was not free, and had
his mafter to protet him, they did not
take the fame liberty with him they
did with me. I told them that I was

a tree man, and juft arrived from Provi-
dence; that we were not making any
noie, and that I was not a ftranger in

that
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that place, but was very well known
tirere : ¢ Befides,” faid I, ¢ what will you
¢ do with me r'—* That vou fhall fee,’
repited they, ¢ but you muft go to the
¢ wartch-houfe with us.”  Now whether
they meant to get monev from me or
not I was at a lofs to know; but [
thought 1immediatcly of the oranges

'®
and limes at Santa Cruz: and fecing

that nothing would pacify them I went
with them 1o the watch-houfe, where |
remained during the night.  Early the
the next morning thefe impofing ruf-
fians flogged a negro-man and woman
that they had in the watch-houfe, and
then they told me that I muft be
flogged too. Iafked why ? and if there
was no law for free men:  And told
them 1t there was T would have it put
in force againft them. But this only
cxaiperated them the more; and ine
ftantly they {wore they would ferve me

as Doctor Perkins had done ; and they
weie
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Were going[o lay violent Lzt s on me;
when one of them, more humane than
the relt, {atd that as [ was a tree muan
they could not juftity ftnipoing me by
law. I then mmmediately {ent for
Doctor Brady, who was known to be
an honeft and worthy man ; and on his
COMINE to MY ailiftance they let me £0.

This was not the only difagrecable
incident I met with while I was n this
place; for, one day, while I was a little
way out of the town of Savannah, I
was belet by two white men, who meant
to play therr ufual tricks with me in
the way of kidnapping. As {oon as
thefe men accofted me, onc of them faid
to the other, ¢ This 1s the very fellow
‘ we are looking for that you loft .’
ind the other fwore immediately that
[ was the idenucat perfons On this
they made up to me, and were about
to handle me; but I told them to be
fhll and keep off ; for I had feen thofe

kind
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kind of tricks played upon other free
blacks, and they mufl net think to ferve
me fo. At this they paufed a lidle,
and onc {aid to the other—it will not
do; and the other anfwercd that I
talked oo goed Enghth,  [-replied, |
believed 1 did ; and T had alio with me
a revengeful ftick equal to the oceafion;
and my mind was hkewife good. Hap-
piiy however 1t was not ufed; and,
atter we had talked rozoether a lude m
this manner, the rocucs left me. |
ftaved in Savannah fome ume, anxi-
oufly trying to get to Montferrat once
more to {ce Mr. King, my old malfter,
and then to take o final farewcl] of the
American quarter of the globe. At
Jaft T met with a floop called the Speed-
well, Caprain John Bunton, which be-
longed to (~renada, and was bound to
Martunico, 2 Irench ifland, with a
cargo of rice, and I fhipped myiclf on
board of her,  Defore 1 left Georgiaa

black
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biack woman, who had a child [ving:
dead, being very tenacious of the church
bural fervice, and not able to get any
white perfon to perform ir, applied to
me for that purpofe. T told her I as
no parfon ; and befides, that the feryica
over the dead did not affe@ the {oul,
This however did not fatisfy her; fhe

full urged me very hard : T therefore
complied with her

carneft entreaties,
and at Jaft confented 1o act the parfon

for the firft time in my life.  As [he
wias much refpe@ed, there was a great
company both of white apd black
pcople at the grave. I thep accord-
ingly aflumed my new vecauon, and
performed the funeral ceremony to the
fatisfaction of all prefent ; after which

['bade adicu to Georgia, and failed
Martinico,

for

CHAP,
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CHAP. IX.

The author arrives at Martinico—Meets
with new  difficulties—Gets 107 Mont-
[errat, where be takes leave of his old
mafler, and fails for Eugland—Nets
Capt. Pafcal— Leariis the French boria—
Hires bimfelf wwith Doclor Irving, where
Fe learns 10 freflen fea waicr— Leaves
the dolor, and gocs a voyage 1o Turkey
and Portugal P and aflerwards goes a
voyage to Grewnada, and ainother. to
Famaica—Returns 1o the Doflor, and
they embark together on a voyage to the
Nowth  Pole, wwith the Hon. Capt.
Phipps—Some accoifit of that 'z;@wge,.
and the dangers the author was in—He

returns to B g?aﬁd .
2

I TrUs took afinal leave of Georgia;
for the treatment I had received in it

difgufted
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difgulted me very much againft the
place; and when I left it and failed for
Martinico I determined never more to
revilit it. . My new captain conduéted
his veflel {afer than my former one;
and, after an agreeable voyage, we got
{afe to our intended port. \While I was

on ths 1fland T went about a good deal,
and found itvery pleafant: in parti-
cular I admired the town of St, Pierre,
which 15 the principal one in the
ifland, and butlt more like an European
town than any I had feen in the Weft
Indies. In general alfo, flaves were
better treated, had more holidays, and
looked better than thofe in the Englifly
(flands., After we had done our bu-
hnefs here, 1 wanted my difcharze,
which was neceflary; for it was then
the month of May, and I wifhed
much to be at Montferrat to bid
farewell to Mr. King, and all my

other friends there, in time to {ail for
Vor. Jl. E Old
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Old Englsnd in the July fleet. But,
alas! I had pura great ftumbling block
in my own way, by which I was near
lofing my paflage that fcalon to lLing-
land. I had lent my captain fome mo-
ney, which I now wanted to enable me
to profecutc my mtentions. This I
told him; but when I applied for i,
though I urged the neceflity of my
occafion, I met with fo much thuflling
from him, that] began at laft to be
afraid of lofing my money, as I could
not recover it by law: for [ have
already mentioned, that throughout the
Weft Indies no black man’s tefltimony
is admitted, on any occafion, againit any
white perfon whatever, and therefore
my own oath would have been of no ufe,
I was obliged, thereiore, to remain with
him till he might be difpofed to return
it tome. Thus we failed from Marti-
nico for the Grenades. [ frequently prefl-
ing the captain for my money to no

purpofs ;
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purpofe ; and, to render my condition
worfe, when we got there, the captain
and his owners quarrelled ; {o that my
fituation became daily more irkfome :
for befides that we on board had little
or no vi‘tuals allowed us, and I could
not get my money nor wages, I could
then have gotten my paflage free to
Montferrat had I been able to accept it.
The worft of all was, thatit was growing
late in July, and the thips in the iflands
muft {ail by the 26th of that month. At
laft, however, witha great many entrea-
ties, I got my money from the captain,
and took the firft vefiel I could meet with
for St. Euftatia, From thence | wentin
another to Bafleterre 1n St. Kitts, where |
arrived on the 1yth of July. On the
22d, having met with a veflel bound to
Montferrat, I wanted to go 1n her; but
the captain and others would not take
me on board until I fhould advertfe
my{clf, and give notice of my going oft

I 2 the
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the ifland. I told them of my hafte to
be in Montferrat, and that the time
then would not admirt of advertifing, it
being late in the evening, and the cap-
tain about to fail; but he infifted i
was neceflary, and otherwife he faid he
would not take me, This reduced me
to great perplexity; for if I fhould be
compelled to fubmit to this degrading
neceflity, which every black freeman s
under, of advertifing himfelf like 3
flave, when he leaves an ifland, and

which I thought a grofs impofition upon
any freeman, I feared I fhould mifs that

opportunity of going to Montferrat, and
then I could not get to Iingland that
year. The veffel was juft going off,
and no time could be loft ; T imme-
diately therefore fetabout, with a heavy*

heart, totry who I could getto befriend
me in complying with the demands

of the captain. Luckily I found, in 2

few minutes, fome gentlemen of Mont-
ferrat
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ferrat whom I knew ; and, having told
them my f{ituation, I requefted their

friendly a{liftance in helping me off the

ifland.  Some of them, on this, went
with me to the capiain, and fatisfied

him of my freedom; and, to. my very
great joy, he defired e to go on board.
We then {et {ail, and the nrext day, the
23d, Iarrived at the withed-for place,
after an abfence of fix months, in
which I had more than once experi-
enced the delivering hand of Provi-

aence, when all human means of efcap-
ing deftruction feemed hopelefs. I {aw

my friends with a gladnefs of heart
which was increafed by my abfence
and the dangers I had efcaped, and I
was received with great friendfhip by
them all, but particularly by Mr. King,
to whom [ related the fate of his {loop,
the Nancy, and the caufes of her being
wrecked. I now learned with extreme
forrow, that his houfe was wathed away

| . during
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during mv abience, by the buriting of
& pond at the top of a mourtain that
was oppolite the town of Plymouth, [t
{wept great part of the town away, and
Mr. King loft a great deal of property
from the inuncation, and nearly his fife,

When Itold him I intended to go to
London that feafon, and that | had

come to vific him before my departure,
the good man exprefled a great deal of

affetion for me, and forrow that |
fhould leave him, and warmly advifed

me to {tay there; infifting, as I was
much refpecled by all the gentlemen in
the place, that I might do very well,
and in a fhort time have land and flaves
of my own. [ thanked him for this
inflance of his friendthip; but, as [
wifhed very much to be in London, I
declined remaining any longer there,
and begged he would excufe me. |
then requefted he would be kind enough
to give me a certificate of my behavi-

Oul
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our while in his fervice, which he very

readily complied with, and gave me the
following :

Montferraty January 26, 1707
‘ The bearer hereof, Guftavus Vafla,
‘was my flave for upwards of three
“ years, during which he has always
¢ behaved himfelf well, and difcharged
“ his duty with honefty and affiduity,

¢ Rosert King,
¢ To all whom this may concern.’

Having obtained this, I parted from
my kind mafter, after many fincere
profeflions of gratitude and regard,
and prepared for my departure for Lon-
don, 1 immediately agreed to go with
one Capt. John Hamer, for feven gui-
neas, the paflage to London, on board
a fhip called the Andromache ; and on
the 24th and 25th I had free dances,
as they arc called, with fome of my

It 4 country-
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countrymen, previous to my fetung
off; after which I tock leave of all my
fricn.  and on the 26th I embarked for
Lenden, excecdingly glad to fee myfelf
cice more on Loand of a thip; and thill

sore fo, in fleering the courfe T had
kong wimed for. MWith a li_kt heart |
bade Montderrat farewcll, and never
kad my feet on 1t fince; and with it ]
bade adieu to the found of the cruel
whip, and all other dreadful inftruments
of torture ; adicu to the offenfive fight
of the violated chaftity of the fable
females, which has too often accofted
my eyes ; adicu to oppreflions (although

to me lefs fevere than moft of my
countrymen); and adieu to the angry
howling, dafhing furfs. 1 wifhed for a-

erateful and thankful heart to praife the
Lord God on high for all his mercies !

We had a2 moft profperous voyage,
and, at the end of feven weeks, arrived
at Cherry-Garden ftairs. Thus were

ny
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my longing eyes once more gratified
with a fight of London, after having
been abfent from it above four years,
I immediately received my wages, and
] never had earned feven guineas {o
quick 1n my life before; 1 had thirty-
feven guineas in all, when [ got cleared
of the fhip. 1 now entered upon a
{cene, quite new to me, but full of
hope. In this fituation my firft thoughts
were to look out for fome of my former
friends, and amongft the firft of thofe
were the Mifs Guerins, As{oon, there-
fore, asl had regaled myfelf I wentin
queft of thofe kind ladies, whom I was
very tmpatient to {ze; and with fome
difirculty and perfeverance, 1 found
them at May's-hill, Greenwich. They
were moft agreeably furprifed to fee
me, and 1 quite overjoyed at meeting
with them, I told them my hiftory, at
which they exprefled great wonder, and
frecly acknowledged it did their coufin,

L 5 Capt,
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Capt. Pafcal, no honour. He then
viticed there frequently ; and I met him
four or five days after in Greenwich
park. When he faw me he appeared
a good deal furprifed, and atked me
how I came back? 1 anfwered, ¢ Ina
“i1p.” To which he rephed dryly,
¢} {ippofe you did not walk back (o

4

‘ Lendon on the water.”  As I faw, by
is manner, that he d.d not feem to be
forry for his behaviour to me, and that I
fad not much reafon to expelt any
tavour from him, I told him that he
bad vfed me very ill, after I had been
tuch 2 faurful fervant to him for {o
many vears; on which, without faying

cnv mere, he turned alout and went

+«
-

away., A few days after this T met

ol

Capt. Pafcal at Mifs Guerin’s Loufe,
cnd afked him for my prize-moncy.
He {.id there was none due to me; for,
if m.v prize mon<y had been to,000l
ke bad a nohr to 1t all. [told him !

) Wds
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was informed otherwife; on which he
bade me defiance ; and, in a bantering
tone, defired me to commence a law-
{uit againft himforit: ¢ There are law-
¢ vers enough,’ faid he, ¢ that will take
“ the caufe in hand, and you had better
“try it.” I told him then _that I would
try it, which enraged him very much;
however, out of regard to the ladies, 1
remained ftill, and never made any far-
ther demand of my right.,  Some time
afterwards thefe friendly ladies atked
me what I meant to do with myfelf,
and how they could affift me. Ithanked
them, and {aid, if they pleafed, I would
e thetr {ervanty but if not, as [ had
thirty-feven guineas, which would fup-
port me for {fome time, I would be
much obliged to them to recommend
me to fome perfon who would teach me
a Lufinels whereby [ might earn my
living.  ‘They anfwered me very po-
Litely, that they were {orry it did not

E 6 {uit
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fuit them to take me as their fervant,
and afked me what bufinefs I fhould

like to learn? 1 faid, hair-drefling.
They then promifed- to aflift me in
this; and foon after they recommended
me to a gentleman whom I had known
before, one Capt. O*Hara, who treated
me with much kindnefs, and procured
me a mzfter, a hair-drefler, in Coventry-
court, Haymarket, with whom he placed
me. [ waswith this man from Septem-
ber till the February following. In that
time we had a neighbour 1n the {fame
court who taught the French horn. He
uled to blow 1t fo well that I was

charmed with it, and agreed with him
1o teach me to blow 1t.  Accordingly

hz took me in hand, and Legan to in-
firudt me, and [ {foon learned all the
three parts. I tooit great delight in
piowing on this inftrument, the evenings
being long; and befides that | was fond
of 1t, I did not like to be 1dle, and 1t

filled
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filled up my vacant hours innocently.
At this time alfo I agreed with the
Rev. Mr. Gregory, who lived in the
{ame court, where he kept an academy
and an evening-ichool, to 1mprove me
in arithmetic.  This ke did as far as
barter and alligation; {o that all the
time 1 was there 1 was entirely ems-
ployed.  In February 178 1 hired
my{elf to Dr. Charles Irving, in Pall-
mall, fo celebrated for his {uccefsful
cxperiments in making fea watcr frefh;
and here [ had plenty of hair-drefling
to improve my hand. This gentleman
was an excellent mafter; he was exceed-
ingly kind and good tempered; and
allowed me in the evenings to attend
my Tchools, which I efteemed a great
blefling ; therefore I thanked God and

him for it, and. ufed all my diligence
to improve the opportunity. T his dilie

gence and attentirn recommended me
to the notice and care of my three pre-
ceptors,
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ceptors, who on their parts beflowed 3
great deal of pains in my inftrution,
and befides were 2l very kind to me,
My wages, however, which were Dy
two thirds lefs than I ever had in my
life {for I had only 121, per annum) |
foon found would not be fufficient to
defray this cxtraordinary expenfe of
mafters, and my own neceflary ex-
penles; my old thirty-feven guineas
had by this time worn all away to one,
I thought it beft, therefore, to try the
fea again in queft of more money, as |
had been bred to ir, and had hitherto
found the profeffion of it fuccefsfyl. I
kad aliu a very great defire 1o fee

Turkey, and I now determined to ora-
tfv it Accordingly, in the month of
Nawv, 1768, I told the do&or my wifh
to g0 to fea again, to which he made
roopgofition ; and we parted on friendly
termis.  The fame dav I went into the
city in queft of a mafler. I was ex-

Ircmely
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tremely fortunate in my inquiry ; for [
{foon heard of a gentleman who had a
thip going to Italy and Turkey, and he
wanted 2 man'who could drefs hair well,
] was overjoyed at this, and went imme.-
diately on board of his fhip, as [ had
been dire&ed, which I found to be
fitted up with great tafte, and I already
forcboded no fmall pleafure 1n failing
in her,  Not finding the gentleman on
board, T was directed to his lodgings,
where T met with him the next day,
and pave him a {fpecimen of my drefling.
He liked it {o well that he hired me
immediately, fo that I was perfectly
happy ; for the fhip, mafler, and
voyage, were entrely to my mind.
The ﬂ{?ﬂp was called the Delawar, and
my mafter’s name was John Jolly, a
neat {mart good humoured man, juft
fuch an onc as I wifhed to ferve. We

faled from England in July foilowing,
and our VOyage was cxtrcmcly plcafant.

7 We
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We went to Villa Franca, Nice, and.
Leghorn; and in all thefe places I was
charmed with the richnefs and beauty
of the countries, and fliruck with the
clegant buildings with which they
abotnd. We had always in them
plenty of extraordinary good wines and
rich fruits, which T was very fond of
and L had trequent occafions of gratify-
ing bwih my tafte and curiofity ; for
my captain always lodged on fhore in
thofe places, which afforded me Oppor-
tunities to ice the country around. T
alio learned navigation of the mate,
which I was very fond of. When we
left Traly we had delightful failing
among the Archipelago iflands, and.
from thence to Smyrna in Turkey.
This 1s a very ancient city; the houfes.
are built of ftone, and moft of them
have graves adjotning to them ; fo that
they fometimes prefent the appearance
of church-vards, Provifions are very

plentiful
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plentiful in this city, and good wine
lefs than a penny a pint.  The grapes,
pomegranates, and many other fruits,
werc alfo the richeft and largeft T ever
talted.  The natives are well locking
and {trong made, and treatea mec al-
ways with great civility, In general
I belicve they are fond of black
people; and {everal of them gave me
prefling 1nvitations to ftay amongft
them, although they keep the franks, or
Chriftians, feparate, and do not {uffer
them to dwell immediately amongft
them, 1 was aftonifhed in not feeing
women in any of their thops, and very
rarely any 1n the ftreets; and when-
ever | did they were covered with a
veil from head to foot, fo that I could
not fee their faces, except when any of
them out of curiofity uncovered them
to look at me, which they {ometimes
did. T was furprifed to fee how the
Greeks are, in fome meafure, kept un-

dee
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der by the Turks, as the negroes are
in the€Welt Indies by the white people.
The lefs refined Greeks, as 1 have al-
ready hinted, dance here in the fanie
manner as we do 1 my nation. Onthe
whole, during our ftay here, which was
about five months, I liked the placcand
the Turks extremely wells 1 could not
Lelp obferving one very remarkable
circumftance there: the tails of the
fheep are flat, and fo very large, thar
I have known the tail even of a lamb
to weigh from eleven to thirteen pounds.
The fat of them is very white and rich,
and 1s excellent in puddings, for which
it 15 much ufed. Our fhip being at
length richly loaded with filk, and

other articles, we failed for ngland.
In May 1769, {oon after our return
irom Turkey, our thip made a delight-
ful voyage to Oporto in Portugal,
where we arnived at the time- of- the
carnival. On our arrival, there were
{ent
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fent on board to us thirty-fix articles to
obferve, with very heavy penalues i
we fhould break any of them; and
none of us even dared to go on board
any other veflel or on fhore ull the In-
quifition had fent on board and {earched
for every thing illegal, efpecialiy bibles,
Such as were produced, and certain
other things, were {ent on fhore till
the thips were going away; and any
petfon in whofe cuftody a bible was
found concealed was to be imprifoned
and flogged, and fent into flavery for
ten years. 1 faw here many very mag-
nificent fights, particularly the garden ot
Eder:, where many of the clergy and laity
went 1n proccffion in their {feveral orders
with the hoft, and fung Te Deum. 1had
a great curiofity to go into fome of their
churches, but could not gain admittance
without ufing the neceflary {fprinkling of
holy water at my entrance. I‘rom curi-
ofity, and a wifh to be holy, I thereforg
¥ complied
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complied with this ceremony, but its
virtues were loft on me, for I found my-
feit nothing the better for 1t This
place abounds with plenty of all kinds
of provifions. The town 1s well built
and pretty, and commands a fine pro.
{pect. Ourfhip having taken in a load
of wine, and other commodities, we
failed for London, and arrived in July
following. Our next voyage was to the
Mediterranean. The fhip was again got
ready, and we failed 1n September for
Genoca. This is one of the finefl cities [
ever {aw; {ome of the edifices were of
beautiful marble,and made a moft noble
appearance; and many had very curious
fountains before them. The churches
were rich and magnificent, and curi-
oufly adorned both in the infide and
out. But all this grandeur was n my
eyes difgraced by the galley flaves,
whofe condition both there and n other

parts of lialy is truly piteous and wretch-
cda
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<d. After we had ftayed there fome
weeks, during which we bought lhany
different things which we wanted, and
got them very cheap, we failed to
Naples, a charming city, and remark-
ably clean.  The bay 1s the moft beau-
tful I ever {aw ; the moles for (hip-
g arc cxcellent. T thought it ex-
traordinary to {ce grand operas acred
here on Sunday nighes, and even at.
tended by their majeftics, * too, like
thefe great ones, went to thofe fights,
and vainly ferved God in the day while
I thus ferved mammon effetually at
hight.  While we remained here there
happened an eruption of meunt Vefu-
vius, of which I had a perfet view, It
was cxtremely awful; and we were {o
near that the afhes from 1t ufed to be
thick on our deck. After we had tranf-

acted our bufinefs at Naples we failed
with a fair wind once more for Smyrna,

where we arrived in December, A fe-
rafkier
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rafkier or officer took a liking to e
here, and wanted me to ftay, and of-
fered me two wives; however I refufed
the temptation.  '1The merchants here
travel 1n caravans or large companies.
] have feen many caravans from India,
witn {ome hundreds of camels, laden
vith different goods. 'The people of

thefe caravans are quite brown. Among

other articles, they brought with them

a great quantity of locufls, which are a
kind of pulfe, fwect and pleafant to the

palate, and in fhape refembling French
Geans, but longer. IFach kind of 00ds

is fold in a fucet by 1itlelf, and I
always found the Turks very honeft
in their dealings. They let no Chril-
tians into their mofques or churches, .
for which I was very {orry; as 1 was
alwavs fond of going to fee the dificrent
modes of worfhip of the peoplewhere-
ever I went, The plague broke out
while we were in Smyrna, and we

ﬁOp pCd‘ﬂ
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ttopped takmg goods into the thip ull
itwasover. She was then richly laden,
and we fatled in about March 1770 for
Ingland.  One day in our paflige we
met with an accident which was near
burning the fhip. A black cook, In
melung {ome fat, overfet the pan into
the fire under the deck, which immed;i-
ately began to blaze, and the lame went
up very high under the foretop. With
the fright the poor cook became almoft
white, and altogether fpeechlefs, Hap-
pily however we got the fire out with.
out doing much mifchief, Afier va-
rious delays 1n this paflage, which was
tedious, we arrived in Stand o creek
n July 5 and, at the latter end of the
year, fome new event occurred, {o thag
my noble captain, the thip, and I a
fbparatcd.

In Apnl 1991 [ hipped myfelf as 5
fteward with Capt. W, Robertfon of
the (hip Grenada Planter, once mare to

(ry
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toy my fortune in the Weft Indies 5 and
we failed from London for Madera,
Barbadoces, and the Grenades. VWhen
we were at this 1o place, having fomc
goods to {cll, 1 met onc cmore with my
former kind of Weft India cuftomers.
A white man, an iflander, bought
fome goods of mc to the amount of
{fome pounds, and made me many fair
promifes as ufual, but without any in-
tention of paying me. He had like-
wife bought goods from {ome more of
our people, whom he intended to ferve
i1 the {ame manner ;3 but he full amul-
ed us with promifes. However, when
our fhip was loaded, and near {ailing,
this honeft buyer difcovered no inten-
tion or fign of paying for any thing he-
had bought of us; but on the contrary,
when T afked him for my money he
threatened me and another black man

he had bought goods of, fo that we

found we were likc to get more blows
than



L 97 ]

than payment. On this we went to
complain to one Mr. Nc¢Intofh, a jui-
tice of the peace; we told his worfhip
of the man’s villainous tricks, and beg-

ecd that he would be kind enough’ to
[ce us redrefled : but being negrocs,
although free, we could not get any
remedy ; and our fhip being then juft
upon the point ot laling, we knew
not how to help ourfclves, though we
thought 1t hard to lofe our property in
this manner.  Luckily for us however,
this man was alfo indebted to three
white failors, who could not get a far-
thing from him ; they therefore readily
joined us, and we all went together m
{fcarch of him. When we found where
he was, 1 took him out of a houle
and threatened him with vengeancey
on which, finding he was likely to be
handled roughly, the roguc offered
cach of us {ome {mall allowance, but
nothing necar our demands. This ex-

Vor. 1L, I afperated
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afperated us much more; and {ome
were for cutting his ears off; but he
begged hard for mercy, which was at
laft granted him, after we had entirely
ftripped him. We then let him go, for.
which he thanked us, glad to get oft
{o eafily, and ran into the bufhes, after
having wifhed us a good voyage. We
then repaired on board, and fhortly
ofter fet fail for England. 1 cannot
help remarking herc a very narow
efcape we had from being blown up,
owing to0 a piece of negligence of mine.

Tuft as our fhip was under fail, 1 went
Jown into the cabin to do fome bufi-

nefs, and had a lighted candle 1 my
hand, which, in my hurry, without
thinking, Iheld in a barrel of guns
powder. It remained in the powder
until it was near catching fire, wher
fortunately I obferved it and fnatched
it out in time, and providentially no

harm happened; but 1 was {o over-
come
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come with terror that I immcdiately
fainted at this deliverance.

In twenty-eight davs time we arriv-
ed 1n England, and I got clear of this
fup.  But, being ftill of a roving dif-
pofition, and defirous of feeing as many
different parts of the world as I could,
IHhipped myfelf foon after, in the fame
year, as fteward on board of 2 fine large
thip, called the Jamaica, Captain David
Watt; and we failed from England in
December 1771 for Nevis and Jamazica,
[ found Jamaica to be a very fine large
ifland, well peopled, and the moft cop-
fiderable of the Weft India iflands.
There was a vaft number of negroes
here, whom I found as ufual exceed.
ingly impofed upon by the white peo-
ple, and the flaves punithed as in the
other flands. There are negroes whofe
bufinefs 1t is to flop flaves; they go
about to different people for cploy-
ment, and the ufval pay is from one to

Iz tour
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four bits. 1 faw many cruel punifh-
ments inflicted on the {laves 1n the
{ort time [ ftaved here.  In particular
I was prefent when a poor fcllow was
ticd up and kept hanging by the wrifts
at fome diftance from the ground, and
hen fome halt hundred weights were
§; '-'ed to his ancles, 1n which pofturs he
vas flogeed moft unmercaifully, There
were alfo, as [ heard, two different maf-
ters noted for cruclty on the iland,
who had {taked up two negroes naked,
and 1n two hours the vermin flung them
to death. [ heard a gentleman T well
Encw tell my captam that he pafied {cn-
tcnce on a negro man to be burnt alive
for attempung to poifon an overfeer.
I pafs over numerous other inftances,
in order to rclicve the reader by
milder {cene of rocuery.  Before I'had
been long on the ifland, one Mr. Snith
at Port Morant bought coods of me
the amount of twenty-five pournds fter-
ling ;
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hing 5 but when T demanded payment
from him, he was going each time to
beat me, and threatened that he would
put me m goal. One time he would
lay I was going to fet his houle on
fire, at another he would fwear [ was
coing to run away with his flaves, I
was altonilhed at this ufage from a per-
fon who was in the fituation of a gen-
tleman, but I had noalternative ; I was
therefore obliged to fubmit. When I
came to Kingfton, I was furprifed to
{ce the number of Africans who were
afiembled together on Sundays ; parti-
cularly at a large commodious place,
called Spring Path.  Here each diffe-
rent nation of Africa micet and dancs
after the manner of rtheir own country,
They il retain moft of their native

cultems: they bury their dead, and
put victuals, pipes and tobacco, and

other things, in the grave with the
corps, m the fame manner as in Africa,

[ 3 Qur
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Our fhip having got her loading we
faled for London, where we arrived
in the Auguft following, On my re-
turn to Londen, | waited on my old
and good mafter, Dr. living, who
made me an offer of hus tervice agai,
Jemz now tired of the fea I gladly ac-
cepred 1, I was very happy w hivieg
with this gentleman once more; dur-
ing which time we were daily employ-
ed in reducing old Neptune’s domi-
nions by purifying the briny element
and making it frefhe Thus [ went on
till May 1772, when I was roufed by
the found of fame, to feek new adven-
tures, and to find, towards the north
pole, what our Creator never intended
we fhould, a paffage to India. An-
expedition was now fitting out to ex-
plore a north-eaft paffage, conducted
by the Honourable John Conftantine
Phipps, fince Lord Mulgrave, in his

Majefty’s floop of war the Race Horle.
My
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My mafter being anxious for the re-
putation of this adventure, we thereforc
prepared every thing for our voyage,
and I attended b on board the Race
Horle, the 24th day of May 1773,
We proceeded to Sheernefs, where we
were jJoined by his Majelty’s floop
the Carcafs, commanded by Captain
Lutwidge, On the 4th of Junc we
{ailed towards our deftined place, the
pole; and on the 1gth of the fame
month we were off Shetland.  On this
day I had a great and unexpecled de-
liverance from an accident which was
near blowing up the fhip and deltroy-
ing the crew, which made me ever
after during the voyage uncommonly |
cauttous.  The fhip was fo filled thar
there was very little room on board
tor any one, which placed me in a very
aukward fitvation, I had refolved to
keep a journal of this fingular and in-

terefting voyage; and I had no other

I' 4 place
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place for this purpofe but a httle
cabin, or the doflor’s {tore-room,
where [ flept. This httie place was
ftuffed with 2ll manncr of combultibles,
pariicuiarly with tow and aquafortis,
and manv other dangerous things. Un-
tortunatelv 1t happened 12 the evening
2s I was wniing mv journal, tiat | had
occafion to take the candle out of the
lanthorn, and a fpark having rouched
a fingle thread of the tow, all the reft
caught the flame, and 1inunedrately the
whole was in a blaze. 1 {aw nothing
but prefent death before me, and cx-
pefted to be the firft to perifh 1n the
flames. In 2 moment the alarm ws
{fpread, and many people who were
near ran to affift in putuing out the -
fire.  All this time [ was 1 the very
midft of the flames ; my fhirt, and the
handkerchief on my neck, werc burnt, -
and I was almoft {mothered with the

{moke. However, through God’s
Mmercy,
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mercy, as I was nearly giving up a:l
hopes, fome people brought blankcts
and mattreffes and threw them on the

fiames, by which micans in a thort time
the fire was put out. I was fevercly
reprimanded and menaced by fuch of
the ofiicers who knew 1t, and flnictly
charged never more to go there with a
light : and, indced, even my own fears
made me give heed to this command
for 2 litcle time ; but at lalt, not being
able to write my journal m any other
part of the fhip, [ was tempted again
to venture by ftealth with a light
the fame cabin, though not wirthout
cenfiderable fear and dread on my
mind. On the 2oth of June we began
to ufe Di. Irving’s apparatus for mak-
ing falt water f{refh;. 1 ulfed to attend
the diftillery @ 1 frequently  purified
from twenty-fix to forty gallons a day.
The water thus diftilled was pertectiy
nure, well taited, and free from falc;

I 5 and
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and was ufed on various occafions o1
board the thip. On the 28th of June,
being in lat. 78, we made Greenland,
where I was furprifed to {ee the fun
d:d not fer. The weather now became
extremely cold; and as we fatled be-
tween north and eaft, which was our
courfe, we faw many very high and
curtous mountains of ice; and alfo a
grcat number of very large whales,
which ufed 1o come clofe to our thip,
and blow the water up to a very great
height 1n the air. One morning we
had vaft guanuties of {ca-horfes about
the thip, which neiched exaily like
any other horfes. We fired fome har-
poon guns amongft them, in order to
take fome, but we could not get any, -
The joth, the captain of a Greenland
fhip came on board, and told us of
three fhips that were loft 1n the 1ce;
however we {il held on our courfe til]
Tuly the 11th, when we were ftopt by

one
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one compadt impenetrable body of
ice. We ran along it from eaft to welt
above ten degrees; and on the 27th
we got as far north as 8o, 37; and m
19 or 20 degrees eaft Jongitude from
London. On the 2¢th and 3o0th of

July we faw one continued plain of
fmooth unbroken ice, bounded only by
the horizon; and we faltened to a
piece of ice that was eight yards eleven
inches thick. We had generally fun-
(hine, and conftant dayhight; which
gave cheerfulnefs and novelty to the
whole of this ftriking, grand, and un-
common {cenc; and, to heighten 1t
ftill more, the refleétion of the fun from
the ice gave the clouds a moft beau-
tiful appearance. ' We killed many dif-
ferent animals at this time, and among
the reft nine bears. Though they had

nothing in therr paunches but water yet
they were all very fat. We uled to
decoy them to the fhip fometimes by

o burning
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burning feathers or fkins. I thought
them coarfe cating, but fomce of the
fhip’s company reh{hed them very
wich.  Some of our people once, 1n
the boat, fired at and wounded a {ea-
horfe, which dived immediatcly ; and,
in a little time after, brought up with
it 2 number of others.  They all joined
1 an attack upon the boat, and were
with difficulty prevented from ftaving
or overfetting her; but a boat from the
Carcafs having come to affift ours, and
jomned it, they difperfed, after having
wrcfted an oar from onc of the men.
One of the fhip’s boats had bcforce
heen attacked in the fame manner, but
Lappily no harm was done.  Though
we wounded {everal of thefe animais .
we never got but one.  We remained
herczbouts untll the 1t of Auvgulft;
when tae two [hips got completcly
faltened 1n the 1ce, occafioned by the
loofc ice that {ct 1n from the fea.  This

made
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made our fituation very dreadful and
alarming; {o that on the 7th day wa
were 1n very great apprehenfion of
having the fhips {queezed to pieces.
The officers now held a council to
know what was beft for us to do in
order to fave our lives; and it was de-
rermined that we fhould endeavour to

cfeape by dragging our boats along
the 1ce towards the fea; which, how-
cvery, was farther off than any of us
thought.  This determination filled
us with extreme dejection, and con-
founded us with defpair; for we had
very lietle profpedt of Ciﬁcaping with
hie.  However, we fawed fome of the
ice about the fhips to keep it from
hurting them; and thus kept them in
a kind of pond. We then began 1o
drag the boats as well as we could to-
wards the fea; but, after twe or three
days labour, we made very littie pro-
erefs; {o that fome of our hearts to-

tally

#
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tally failed us, and I really began to give
up myfelf for loft, when [ faw our {ur-
rounding calamities. While we were
at this hard labour I once fell 1nto a
pond we had made amongft fome loofe
ice, and was very near being drowned;

but providentially fome people were near
who gave me immediate afhftance, and
thereby I efcaped drowning. Our de-
plorable condition, which kept up the
conftant apprehenfion of our perifhing
in the ice, brought me gradually to
think of eternity in {uch a manner as I
never had done before. 1 had the
fears of death hourly upon me, and
fhuddered at the thoughts of meeting
the grim King of terrors in the #narz-
ral ftate I then was 1n, and was ex-

ceedingly doubtful of a happy eternity
if I fhould die in 1t. I had no hopes
of my life being prolonged for any

time; for we faw that our exiftence

could not be long on the iceafter leav-
ll'lg
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ing the fhips, which were now out of
fight, and fome miles from the boats.
Our appearance now became truly la-
mentable; pale dejection feized every
countenance; many, who had been
before blafphemers, in this our diflrefs
began to call on the good God of hea-
ven for his help; and in the time of
our utter need he heard us, and againft
hope or human probability delivered
us! It was the cleventh day of the
fhips being thus faftened, and the
fourth of our drawing the boats in this
manner, that the wind changed to the
Il. N. E. The weather immediately

became mild, and the ice broke to-
wards the fea, which was to the S, W,

of us. Many of us on this pot-on
board again, and with all our might
we hove the fhips into EVCry open
water we could find, and made all the
fail on them in our power; and now,

having a profped of fuccefs, we made
fignals
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fignals for the boats and the remamder
of the people,  This feemed to us like
a repricve from death; and happy was
tic man who could firft get on board
of anv fhip, or the firft boat he could
neet,  We then proceeded o this
manner tll we got into the open water
acain, whichwe accomplithed in about
thirty howrs, to our infinitc joy and
aladnels of heart. As foon as we were
out of danger we came to anchor aml}
refitticd ; and on the 19th of f\ugu{t’
we {aited from this uninhabitcd extre-
ity of the world, where the inhof-
pitable climate affords neither  food
nor fhelter, and not a tree or fhrub of
any Kkind grows amonzft its barren
rocks: but all 15 one delolate and ex-
panded walte of ice, which cven the
conflant beams of the fun for fix
mornths 1n the year cannot penetrare
or diffoive. The fun now being on
the decline the days fhortened as

WC
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we failed to the {outhward; and, on
the 28th, 1 latitude 73, it was daric
by ten o'clock at night.  September
the 1oth, m latitude $8-59, we met a
very levere gale of wind and high feas,
and fhipped a great deal of water in the
{pace of ten howrs, This made us
work exceedingly hard at all our pumps
2 whole day; and one f{ea, which
flruck the fhip with more force than
any thing I ever met with of the kind
betfore, laid her under water for fome
time, {o that we thought fhe would have
gone down. Two boats were walhed
from the booms, and the long-boat
from the chucks: all other -moveable

things on the deck were alfo wafhed
away, among which were many curious
things of diilerent kinds which we had
brought from Greenland; and we
were obliged, inorder to lighten the
(hip, to tofs fome of our guns over-
boards We faw a thip, at the fame
ume,
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time, 1n very great diftrefs, and her
mafts were gone; but we were unable
to aflift her.  We now loft fight of the
Carcals tili the 26th, when we faw
land about Orfordnefs, off which place
fhe joined us. From thence we failed
for London, and on the 30th came up
to Deptford. And thus ended our
Arltic voyage, to the no fmall joy of
all on board, after having been abfent
four months; in which tme, at the
imminent hazard of our lives, we ex-
plored nearly as far towards the Pole
as 81 degrees north, and 20 degrees
eaft longitude; being much farther,
by all accounts, than any navigator had
ever ventured before; 1n which we
fully proved the impracticability of

finding apaflage that way to India.

CUHAP.
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CHAP. X.

Thre author leaves Dollor Irving and eis-
gages on board a Turkey fhip—-dccount
of a black man's being  kidnapped on
board and feit to the Wefl Indies, and
the author’s fruitl:[s endeavours to proe

cure his freedom—Some account of 1he
manner of the author’s converfion to the

faith of Jefus Ghrifts

OvuRr voyage to the North Pole be-

ing ended, I returned to London with
Dottor Irving, with whom 1 continued
for fome time, during which I began
ferioufly to reflet on the dangers I had
efcaped, particularly thofe of my laft
voyage, whichmade alafting impreffion

on my mind, and, by the grace of God,
proved afterwards a mercy to me; 1t

cauled
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caufed me to reflect deeply on my
eternal ftate, and to {eek the Lord with
full purpofe of heart cre it was too
late. I rejoiced greatlv; and hearuly
thanked the Lord for direéting me to
Tondon, where I was determined io
work out my own falvation, and 1n {o
doing procure a title to heaven; not
knowing, agrecable to the word of
truth, that it 1s God who worketh 1n
us both to will and to do.
- In procels of time I left my mafter,
Doétor Irving, the punifier of waters.
1 lodged in Coventry-court, FHay-
market, where I was continually op-
prefled and much concerned about the
falvation of my foul, and was deter-
mined (in my own ftrength) to be a
firft-rate Chnituian. 1 uled every means
fer this purpole; and, not being able
to find any perfon amongft thofe with
whom I was then acquamied that ac-
quiefced with me 1n point of rel}gion,
or,
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or, 1n {cripture language, that would
thew mc any good, I was much de-
jected, and knew not where to feek
rehief 3 however, 1 firfk frequented the
neighbouring churches, St. James’s, and
others, twe or three timesa day, for many
weeks: fiill T came away diflatisfied ;
fomething was wanting that I could not
gctat, and [ really found more heart-
feit relief in reading my bible at home
than in attending the church; and, be-
ing refolved to be faved, I purfued other
methods.  Firt T went among the
quakers, where the word of God was
neither read or preached, fo that [ re-
mained as much in the dark as ever.
[ then fearched into the Roman catholjc
principles, but was not in the leaft edi-
hed, 1 at length had recourfe to the
Jews, and that availed me nothing, as
the fear of eternity daily harafied my
mind, and 1 knew not where to {oek
thelter from the wrath to come, How-

cver
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ever this was my conclufion, at all
events, to read the fuur evangelifts, and
whatever {et or party I found adhering
thereto fuch I would join. Thus 1 went
on heavily without any guide to direct
me the way that leadeth to eternal lifc,
I afked different people queftions about
the manner of going to heaven, and was
told different ways. Here I was much
ftaggered, and could not find any at
that time more righteous than myfelf,
or indeed fo much inclined to devotion,
I thought we fhould not all be faved
(this is agreeable to the holy {criptures),
nor would all be damned. I found
none among the circle of my acquaint-
ance that kept wholly the ten command-
-ments, So righteous was I in my own
eyes, that I was convinced 1 excelled
many of them in that point, by keeping
eight out of ten ; and finding thofe who
in general termed themfelves Chriftians
no: fotoneft or {o good in their motals as

7 the



[ 15 ]
the Turlis, I really thought the "Turks
were in a fafer way of falvation than
my neighbours :. {o that between hopes
and fears I went on, and the chief com-
forts I enjoyed were in the mufical
Irench horn, which I then pradtifed,
and alfo drefling of hair. Such was
my fituation {fome months, cxperiencing
the difhonefty of many people here, I
determined at laft to fet out for Turkey,
and there to end my days. It was now
carly in the fpring 1774+ 1 fought for-
a mafter, and found a captain John
Hughes, commander of a fhip called |
Anglicania, fitting out in the river
Thames,and bound to SmyrnainTurkey,
I hipped myfelf with him as a fteward

at the fame time 1 recommended to him
@ very clever black man, John Annis,
as a cook. This man was on board the
thip near two months doing his duty:
he had formerly lived many years with
Mr. William Kirkpatrick, a gentleman

of
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of the ifland of St. Kitts, from wham
he parted by confent, though he after-
wards tried many {chemes to mveigle:
the pcor man, He had applied to many
captains who traded to St. Kitts to tre-
pan h'm; and when all their attempts
and {chemes of kidnapping proved
abortive, Mr. Kirkpatrick came to our
fhip at Union Stairs on Lafter Monday,
April the fourth, with two wherry
boats and fix men, having learned that
the man was on board; and tied, and
forcibly took kim away from the fhip,
in the prefence of the crew and the
chief mate, who had detained him after
he had information to come away. !

clieve this was a combined ptece of
bufinefs : but, be that as it may, it
certainly refiected great difgrace on the

mate and captain alfo, w ho, - although
they had defired the opprefied n1an to
fay on board, yet this vile act on the
mian who had ferved him, he did not

In
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in the leaft aflift to recover him, or pay

me a farthing of his wages, which was
about Ave pounds, | proved the only
friend he had, who attempted to regain
him his liberty if podible, having known
the u-antoflil:;erty my{elf, I{ent as {oon
as | could to Gravefend, and got know-
ledge of the fhipin which he was; but un-
luckily the had failed the firft tide after
he was put on board, My intention wasg
then immediately to approhend My
Kirkpatrick, who was about fetting off
for Scotland ; and, having obtained a
Fabeas corpus for him, and got a tipflaft
to go with me to St Paul’s church-yard,
where he lived, he, fufpecting fome-
thing of this kind, fet a watch to fook
out. My being known to them occa-
ioned me to ufe the following deccp-
tion : I whitened my face, that they
might not know me, and this bhac
its defired efle@. He did pot g0 out of
- his houfe that night, and next morning
Vou, I, G 1 con-
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1 contrived a well plotted ftratagem
notwithftanding he bad a gcntleman in

his houfe to perfonate him. My direc- |
tion to the tipﬁaff, who got admittance
tato the houfe, wasto conduct him to a
judge, according to the writ.  When
Le came there, his plea was, that he had

ot the body in cuftody, on which he
was admitted to bail. 1 procecded 1m-
mediately to that philanthropift, Gran-
ville Sharp, Efg. who received me with
the utmoft Kkindnels, and gave me
every inftruction that was needful o
the occafion, I left him in full hope

that 1 (hould gain the unhappy man
his liberty, with the warmeft {fenfe of

gratitude towards Mr. Sharp for his

Lindnefs ; but, alas! my attorney proved
unfaithful ; he took my money, loft
me many months employ, and did
ot do the leaft good in the caufe: and

when the poor man arrived at St. Kitts,

he was, accoiding to cuftom, ftaked to
6 the
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the ground with four pins through a
cord, two on his wrifts, and two on
his ancles, was cut and flogged mofk
unmercifully, and afterwards loaded
cruelly with irons about his neck. |

had two very moving letters from
him, while he was in this {ituation;

and alfo was told of it by {ome very
refpectable {families now in London,
who faw him in St. Kitts, 1n the fame
ftate 1n which he remained till kind
death releafed him out of the hands of
his tyrants, During this difagreeable
bufinefs | was under ftrong conviftions of
fin, and thought that my ftate was worfe
than any man’s; my mind was unac-
countably difturbed ; I often wifhed for
death, though at the fame time con-

vinced I wasg altogether unprepared for

that awful fummons. Suffering much by
villains in the late caufe, and being much

concerned about the flate of my foul,
thefe things (but particularly the latter)
G 2 Lrought
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brought me very low; fo that I became
a burden to myfelf, and viewed all
things around ne as emptinefs and va-
nity, which could give no fausfation to
a troubled confcience. I was again
determined to go to Turkey, and re-

folved, at that tuime, never more to
return to England. Iengaged as fteward
on board a Turkeyman (the Wefter
Hall, Capt, Linra); but was prevented
by means of my late captain, Mr,
Hughes, and. others. All thisappeared

to be againft me, and the only comfort
I then expenenced was, 1n reading the

hol) {criptures, where I faw that “ there
¢is no new thing under the fun,’

E«:clef i, g; and what was appqtnted for
me | muit {ubmit to. Thus I continued
t_b travel In much heavinefs, and fre-
quently murmured againft the Al-
mighty, particularly in his providential

dealings ; and, awful to think! I be.
gan to blafpheme, and wifhed often to

be
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be any thing but a human being, In
thefe {evere confliéts the Lord anfwered
me by awful vifions of the night,
¢ when deep fleep falleth upon men, In
« flumberings upon the bed,’ Job xxxiit.
14, He was pleafed, in much mercy,
to give me to {ce, and in fome meafure
to underftand, the great and awiul
{cene of the judgment-da}r, that ¢ no
¢ unclean perfon, nounholy thing, can
«enter into the kingdom of God,’
Eph. v. 5. I would then, if it had been
pofiible, have changed my nature with
the meaneft worm on the earth; and was
ready to fay to the mountains and rocks
‘ fall on me,” Rev. vi. 163 but all in
vain. ] then requefted the divine Creator
that he would grant me a fmall {pace of
time to repent of my follies and vile
iniquities, which I felt were grnevous.
The Lord, tn his manifold mercies, was
pleafed to grant my requeft, and being

G 3, d }'f;:t
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yet ina ftate of time, the fenfe of God’s
mercies was {o great on my mind when ]
awoke, that my firength entirely failed
me for many minutes, and I was exceed-
ingly weak, This was the firft {piritual
mercy | ever was fenfible of, and being
on praying ground, as foon as reco-
vered a little firength, and got out of
bed and drefied myfelf, I invoked Hea-
ven from my inmoft {oul, and fervently
begged that God would never again
permit me to blafpheme his moft holy
name. The Lord, who is long-fuffer-
ing, and full of compaffion to fuch poor
rebels as we are, condefcended to hear

and anfwer. I felt that I was alto~»
gether unholy, and faw clearly whata
bad ufe I had made of the faculties I
was endowed with; they were given
me to glonfy God with; 1 thought,
therefore, 1 had better want them here, .
and enter into life eternal, than abufe
them
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ke and be caft into hell fire, I
prayed to be direted, if there were

dily holier than thofe with whom [
was acquainted, that the Lord would

point them out to me, I appealed
to the Searcher of hearts, whether
I did not wifh to love him more,
and ferve him better. Notwithftanding
all this, the reader may eafily difcern,
if he is a believer, that I was ftill n
nature’s darknefs. At length I hated
the houfe in whichI lodged, becaufe
God’s moft holy name was blafphemed
in it; then I faw the word of God veri-

fied, viz. ¢ Before they call, I will an-
¢ fwer ; and whilethey are yet {peaking,
¢ | will hear.’

[ had a great defire to read the bible
the whole day at home; but not having
a convenient place for retirement, I left
the houfe in the day, rather than ftay

amongft the wicked ones; and that day
as I was walking, it pleafed God to

G 4 direét

|
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dire¢t me to 2 houfe where there wasan -
cld fea-faring man, who experienced

much of the love of God fhed abroad in
his heart. He began to difcourfe with
me; and, as I defired to love the Lc,
his converfation rejoiced me greatly ;

and indeed I had never heard before
the love of Chrift to believers {et forth
in fucha marner, and in fo clear a point

ot view. IHere I had more quettions o
put to the man than his time would per-
mit him to anfwer; and in that memor-
able hour there came in a diffenting

miaifter; he joined our difcourfe, and
afked me fome few queflions; among

others, where 1 heard the gofpel
preached. I knew not what he meant
by hearing the gofpel; Itold him I had
read the gofpel: and he afked where [ .
went to church, or whether I went at
all or not. To which I replied, ¢
‘ attended St. James’s, St. Martin’s, and
“ Ot Ann’s, Soho ;’=* So,” faid he, ¢ you
- ‘¢ are
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¢ are 2 churchman.” I anfwered, I
was. He then invited me to a love-
feaft at his chapel that evening. I ac-
cepted the offer, and-thanked him
and foon after he vient away, 1 bad
{iume further difcourfe w:th the old Chrif-
tian, added to {fome profitable read-
ing, which made me exceedingly happy.
When 1 left him he reminded me of
coming to the feaft; I aflured him I
would be there. 'Thus we parted, and
] weighed over the heavenly conver-
{ation that had pafled between thefe two
- men, which cheered my then heavy and
drooping {pirit more than any thing ]
had met with for many months. How-
cver, | thought the time long i going
to my fuppofed banquet. I alfo withed
much for the company of thefe friendly
men ; their company pleafed me much;
and | thought the gentlemen very kind,
in afking me, a firanger, to a feaft;
but how fingular did it appear to me, 1o

G 3 have
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have it in a chapel! When the wifhed-
for hcur came 1 went, and happily the
old man was there, who kindly feated
me, as he belonged to the place. ] was
much aftonifhed to fee the place filled
with people, and no figns of eating and
drinking. There were many minifters
in the company. At laft they bepan
by giving out hymns, and between the
finging the minifter engaged in prayer;
in thort, I knew not what to make of
this fight, having never {een any thing
of the kind in my life before now.,
Some of the guefts began to {peak their
cxperience, agreeable to what [ read
in the Scriptures; much was faid by
every fpeaker of the providence of
God, and his unfpeakable mercies, to

each of them, ThisI knew ina great
meafure, and could moft heartily join
them. But when they {poke of a future
ftate, they {feemed to be altogether cer-
tain of their calling and cle&ion of God;
‘ and
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and that no one could ever {eparate
them from the love of Chrift, or pluck

them out of his hands. This filled mé¢
with utter confternation, intermingled
with admiration, 1 was fo amazed as
not to know what to think of the com-
pany ; my heart was attracted and my
affe@tions were enlarged. I wifhed to be
as happy as them, and was perfuaded in
my mind that they were differentfromthe
world ¢ that lieth in wickednefs,” 1 John
v. 19, Their language and finging,
&c. did weil harmonize ; I was entirely
overcome, and wifthed to live and die
thus, Laftly, fome perfons in the place
produced fome neat bafkets full of buns,
which they diftributed about ; and each
perfoncommunicated with his neighbour,
and fipped water out of diflerent mugs,

which they handed about to all who were
prefent,  This kind of Chriftian fellow-
thip | had never {een, nor ever thought

of fecing on carth ; 1t fully reminded me
G 6 of
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of what I had read in the holy fcrip-
tures, of the primitive Chriftians, who
loved each other and broke bread.
In partaking of it, even from houfe
to houfe, this entertainment (which
lafted about four hours) ended in fing -
ing and prayer, It was the firt foul
feait I ever was prefent at. This laft
twenty-four hours producel me things,
{piritual and temporal, fl:eping and
waking, judgment and mercy, that ]
coutd not but admire the goodnefs of
God, in directing the blind, blafphem-
ous finner in the path that he knew not
of, even among the juft ; and inflead of
judgment he hasthewed mercy, and will

hear and anfwer the praycrs and fup-
plications of every returning prodigal :

Q! to grace how great a debtor
Daly I'm conftrain’d to be 8

Afrer this I was refolved to win IHea-
ven if poffible; and if 1 perifhed I
thoug it
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thought it fhould be at the feet of Jefus,
in praying to him for {alvation. After.
having been an eye-witnefs to fome of
the happinefs which attended thofe who
feared God, I knew not how, with any
propriety, to return to my lodgings,
where the name of God was continually
profaned, at which I felt the greateft
horror, 1 paufed in my mind for fome
time, not knowing what to do; whe-
ther to hire a bed clfewhere, or go
home again, At laft, fearing an evil
report might arife, I went home, with
a farewell to card-playing and vain jeft-
ing, &c. I faw that ume was very
thort, eternity long, and very ncar, and

I viewed thofe perfons alone blefled
who were found ready at midnight call,

or when the Judge of 2ll, both quick
and dcad, cometh,

The next day I took courage, and
went to Holborn, to fee my new
and worthy acquaintance, the old man,

Mr.
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M:. C ; he, with his wife, 2 gra-

cious woman, were at work at filk
weaving ; they {feemed mutually happy,

and both quite glad to fee me, and |
more {o to fee them. I fat down, and
we converfed much about foul matters,

&cC. Theirdifcourfe was amazingly de-
lightful, edifying, and pleafant, I kpew
not at laft how to leave this agreeable
pair, till time fummoned me away. As
I was going they lent me 2 little book,
entitled ¢ The Converfion of an In.
‘““dian.” It was In queftions and
anfwers. ‘T'he poor man came over the
fea to London, to inquire after the

Chnithian’s God, who, (through rich
mercy) he found, and had not his jour-

ney an vain.  ‘The above book was of
great ufe to me, and at that time was 4
means of {trengthening my faith; how-
ever, 1n parting,” they both invited me
to czll on them when I pleafed. This
delighted me, and Itook care to make

all



[ 135 ]
a]l the improvement from it I could;
and {o far I thanked God for {uch com-
pany and defires, 1 prayced that the

many evils | felt within might be done
away, and that [ might be weaned from
my former carnal acquaintances. 'This
was quickly heard and anfwered, and |
was foon conneéted with thofe whom the
{cripture calls the excellent of the earth.
I heard the gofpel preached, and the
thoughts of my heart and actions were
laid open by the preachers, and the way
of falvation by Chrift alone was evi-
dently fet forth. Thus1 went on hap-
pily for near two months; and I once
heard, during this period, a reverend
gentleman {peak of a man who had de-
_parted this life 1n full affurance of
his going to glory. 1 was much afto-
nithed at the aflertion; and did very
deliberately inquire how he could get
at this knowledge. I was an{wered

fully, agreeable to what I read in the
| oracles
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oracles of truth ; and was told alfo, that
if Idid not experience the new birth,
and the pardon of my fins, through the
bloed of Chriff, before I died, I could
not enter the kingdom of heaven.
knew not what to think of this report,
as | thought I kept eight commandments
out of ten; then my worthy interpreter
told me I did not do it, nor could I.
and ke added, that no man ever did or
could keep the commandments, with-
out oifending in one point, | thought
this founded very firange, and puzzled
me much for many weeks; for] thought
it a hard faying. 1 then afked my
friend, Mr. L——d, who was a clerk

In a chapel, why the commandments of
God were given, if we could not be

{faved by them? To which he replied,
* The law 15 a fchoolmafter to bring us
¢to Chnft,’ who alore could and did
keep the commandments, and fulfilled

all their requirements for his ele@

people,



T [ 137 ]

«people, even thofe to whom he had given
a living faith, and the fins of thofe
chofen veflels zvere already atoned for and
forgiven them whilft living; and if 1
did not expericnce the fame before
my exit, the Lord would fay at that
great day to me ¢ Go ye curfed,’ &ec.
&c. f:r Ged would appear faithful in his
judgments to the wicked, as he would
be faithful in thewing mercy to thofe
who were ordained to it before the world
was ; therefore Chrift Jefus {feemed to be
all in all to that man’s {foul.- I was much
wounded at this difcourfe, and brought
into fuch a dilemma as I never expected,
latked him,if be wasto die that moment,
whether he was {ure to enter the king-

dom of God? and added, ¢ Do you

‘ lnowv  that your fins are forgiven
‘ your’ He anfwered in the afhrmative.
Then confulion, anger, and difcontent
feized me, and | ftaggered much at this
fort of deliring; it brought me to a

fland,
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ftand, not knowing which to believe,
whether falvation by works or by faith
only in Chrift. I requefted him to tell
me how I might know when my fins
were forgiven me. He affured me he
could not, and that none but God alone
could do this. 1 told him 1t was very
myflerious ; but he faid it was really
matter of falt, and quoted many por-
tions of fcripture immediately to the
point, to which I could make no reply,
He then defired me to pray to God to

fhew me thefe things. I anfwered,

that I prayed to God every day? He
faid, ¢l perceive you are a church-
¢ man.,” ] anfwered I was. He then
entreated me to beg of God to fhew me
what | was, and the true ftate of my
foul. I thought the prayer very fhort
and odd ; fo we parted for that time,
I weighe& all thefe things well over,
and could not help thinking how 1t was
poflible for a man to know that his fins

wcere -
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were forgiven him in this life. I'withed
that God would reveal this felf fame
thing unto me, In afhort time afier

this I went to Weftminfter chapel;
the Rev. Mr, P—— preached, from
Lam. 1ii. 39. It was a wonderful {er-

mon ; he clearly fhewed that a living
man had no caufe to complain for the

punifhment of his fins; he evidently
juftified the Lord in all his dealings

with the fons of men; he alfo thewed
the juftice of God 1n the eternal punifh-

ment of the wicked and impenitent,
the difcourfe feemed to me like 3 two-

edged fword cutting all ways; it afforded
me much joy, intermingled with many
fears, about my foul; and when it was
ended, he gave it out that he intended,
the enfuing week, to examine all
thofe who meant to attend the Lord’s
tablee. Now I thought much of my
good works, and at the {ame time was
doubtful of my being a proper objelt

o



[ 140 ]

to receive the facrament; I was {ull of
meditation till the day of examining,
However, I went to the chapel, and,
though much diftreffed, I addrefied the
reverend gentleman, thinking, if I was
not right, ;he would endeavour to con-
vince me of it. \When I converf{ed with
him, the firft thing he afked me was,
what I knew of Chrift? 1 told him I
- believed in him, and had been baptized
in his name. ¢ Then,’ faid he, *when
° were you brought to the knowledge of
* God? and how were you convinced of
¢fin?” I knew not what he meant by
thefe queftions; I told him I kept eight
commandments out of ten; but that I
fometimes {wore on board fhip, and
fometimes when on fhore, and broke the
{zbbath. He then afked me if [ could
read? I anfwered, ¢ Yes.'—¢ Then,’
{aid he, ¢ do you not read in the bible,
¢ he that offends in one point is guilty
¢of alie® I faid, ¢ Yes.” Then he

aflured
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aflured me, that one fin unatoned for was
as fuflicient todamn a foul asone leak was
to fink athip. Herelwasftruck withawe;
for the minifter exhcrted me much, and
reminded me of the fhortnefs of time,
and the length of cternity, and thatno
unregenerate foul, or any thing unclean,
could enter the kingdom of Heaven,
He did rot admit me as a communi-
cant; but rec. mmended me to read the.
fcriptures, and hear the word preached,
not to neglect fervent prayer to God,
who has promifed to hear the fuppli-
cations of thole who {cek him In godly
Lincerity; fo I took my leave of him,
with many thanks, and refolved to fol-
low his advice, {o far as the Lord would
condefcend to enable me. During this

time | was out of employ, nor was [
likely to get a fituation fuitable for me,
which obliged me to go once more to
fea. I engaged as fleward of a {hip
called the Hope, Gapt. Richard Strange,

bound
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bound from London to Cadiz in Spain.
In a fhort time after I was on board |
heard the name of God much blaf-
paemed, and I feared greatly, left I
thould catch the horrible infetion, 1
thought 1f ] finned again, after having
Life and death fet evidenily before me,
I thould certainly goto hell. My mind
was uncommonly chagrined, and I mur-
mured much at God’s providential deal-

ings with me, and was difcontented
with the commandments, that I could
not be {aved by what I had done; I
hated all things, and wifthed 1 had never
been born ; confufion feized me, and |
withed to be annihilated. One day I
was flanding on the very edge of the
ftern of the fhip, thinking to drown
myfelf; but this fcripture was inftantly
imprefled on my mind—¢ that no mur-
¢ derer hath eternal life abiding 1n
“ him,” 1 John iii. 15. Then I paufed,
and thought myfelf the unhappieft

madn
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man living. Again | was convinced
that the Lord was better to me than { de-
{ferved, and I was better oft in the world
than many. After this | began to fear
death ; I fretted, mourned, and prayed,
till I became a burden to others, but

more fo to my{elf. At length 1 con-
cluded to beg my bread on {hore rather
than go again to {va amongft a people
who feared not God, and | entreated
the captain three different times to dif-
charge me; he would not, but each
time gave me greater and greater cncou-
ragement to continue with him, and all
on board thewed me very great civility s
notwithftanding all this I was unwilling
to embark again. At laft fome of my
religious friends advifed me, by faying
it was my lawful calling, confequently
it was my duty to obey, and that God
was not confined to place, &c. &c. par-
ticularly Mr. G. S. the governor of To-
thil- fields Bridewell, who pitied .my

cale,
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cafe, and read the eleventh chapter of
 the Hebrows te me, with exhortations.
He prayed for me, and 1 believed that

he prevailed on my behalf, as my bur-
den was then greatly removed, and |
found a heartfelt refignation to the will
of God, 'The good man gave me a
pocket Bible and Allen’s Alarm to the
unconverted. We parted, and the next
day I went on board again. We failed
for Spain, and I found favour with the
captain, It was the fourth of the month
of September when we failed from Lon-
don; we had a delightful voyage to
Cadiz, where we arrived the twenty-
third of the fame month., The place
is ftrong, commandsa fine profpect, and
1s very rich. 'l he Spanith galloons fre-
quent that port, and fome arrived
whilt we were there, [ had many op-
poriunities of reading the {criptures. I
wreftled hard with God 1n fervent

prayer, who had declared in his word
that
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that he would hear the groanmgs and
deep fighs of the poor in fpirit. T found
this vertfied to my utter aftonithment
and comfort in the following manner:
On the morning of the 6th of O&tober,
(1 pray you to attend) or all that day, I
thought that 1 fhould cither fee or hear
{fomething fupernatural. 1 bad a fecret
tmpulie on my mind of {fomething that
was to take place, which drove me con-

tinually for that time to a throne of
grace, It pleafed God to cnable me to
wreftle with him, as Jacobdid : I prayed
that if {fudden death were to happen,
and I perithed, 1t might be at Chorift’s
feet.

In the evening of the fame day, as I
was reading and meditating on the fourth

chapter of the Als, twelih verfe, under
the folemn apprehenfions of eternity,
and refleéting on my paft aGtions, I be-
gan to think 1 had lived a moral life,

and that T had a proper ground to believe
Vor. 1, H I had
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g had an intereft in the divine favour,
but {ti!l meditating cn the {ubjet, not
knowing * whether falvation was to be
had partly for our own good deeds, or
folely as the fovereign gift of God; in
zhis deep coniternation the Lord wag
pleafed to break in upon my foul with
his brizht beams of heavenly hght; and
in an inftant as it were, removing the
veil, and letting light 1nto a dark place,
I faw clearly with the cye of faith the
crucified Saviour bleeding on the crofs
on mount Calvary: the {criptures be-
came an unfealed book, I {aw my{elf

a condemned criminal under the law,
which camz with its full force to my

conicience, and when ¢ the command-
¢ ment came fin revived, and 1 died.” I
faw the Lord Jefus Chriit 1n his-humtlia-
tion, loaded and bearing my reproach,
fin, and thame. I then clearly percetved
_that by the deeds of the law no flefh liv-
ing could be juftified. I was then con-

vinced
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vinced that by the firlt Adam fin came,
and by the {ccond Adam (the Lord Jefus
Chrift) all that are faved mult be made
alive. It was given me at that time to
know what it was to be born again,
Johniii, . Ifaw the eighth chapter to

the Romans, and the doétrines of God’s
decrees, verified agreeable to his eternal,

everlafting, and unchangeable purpofes.
The word of God was {weet to my
tafte, yea f{weeter than honey and the
honeycomb. Chrift was revealed to
my foul as the chiefeft among ten
thoufand. Thefe heavenly moments

were really as life to the dead, and what
John calls an earneft of the Spirit™,

This was indeed unfpeakable, and I
firmly believe undeniable by many.
Now every leading providential cir-
cumftance that happened to me, from
the day I was taken from my parents

* John xvi. 13, 14, &C,

He &
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to that hour, was then in my view,

as tf it had but juft then occurred.
I was fenfible of the invifible hand

of God, which guided and protected me
when in truth I knew 1t not : fhll the
Lord purfued me although I flighted
znd dilregarded it; this mercy melted
me down. When [ confidered my peor
wretched ftate I wept, feetng what a
great debtor I was to fovercign {ree
arace. Now the lsthiopian was willing to
be {aved by Jefus Chnift, the finner’s only
furety, snd alfo torely on nene other per-
fon or thing for falvation. Self was ob-
noxious,and good works he had none, for
it 15 Ged that worketh in us both to will
ancto do.  The amazing things of that
hour can never be told-—it was joy In
the Holy Ghoit! 1 {clt an altonithing
change; the burden of fin, the gaping
jaws of hell, and the fears of death,
that weighed me down before, now loft
their horror; indeed I thought death

.. would
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would now be the beft earthly friend |
ever had,  Such were my grief and joy
a5 1 believe are feldom experienced, |
was bathed in tears, and {faid, What am
I that God fhould thus look on me the
vilelt of finners? I felt a deep concern

for my mother and friends, which occa-
fioned me to pray with frefl ardour;

and, 1n the abyfs of thovght, | wemcd

the unconverted people of the world 4 in

avery awful ftate, being without God
and without hope.

It pleafed God to pour out on me the
Spirit of prayer and the grace of {up-
plication, fo that in loud acclamations |
was enab.ed to praife and glonfy his
moft holy name. ‘Whenl got out of
the cabin, and told fome of the pecple
what the Lord had done for me, alas,
who could underftand me or believe my
report l—None but to whom th¢ arm of

the Lord was revealed. I became a -bar-
barian to them in talking of the love of

H 3 Chnft:
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Chriit ; his name was to me as ointment
poured forth; indeed it was fweet to my
foul, but to them a rock of offence, |
thought my cafe fingular, and every
hour a day until I came to London, for
I much longed to be with fome to whom
I could tell of the wonders of God’s love
towards me, and join in prayer to him
whom my foulloved and thirfled after, |
had vncommicn commotiens within, fuch
as few can tell aught about. Now the
bible was my only companion and com-
fort; 1 prized it much, with many
thanks to' God that I could read.it for my-

felf, and was not left to be tefled aboutor

led by man’s devices and notions. ‘T'he
worth of a {oul cannot be told.—May

- the Lord give the reader an underfiand-
ing in this. Whenever I looked in the
bible I faw things new, and many texts
werc tmmediately applied to me with
ercat comfort, for I knew that to me

was the word of {alvation {fent, Sure [
wvas
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was that the Spirit which indited’ the
word opened my heart to receive the
truth of itas it is in Jefus—that the fame
Spirit enabled me to adt faith upon the
promifes that were fo precious to me,
and enabled me to believe to the {alva-
tiun of my {oul. By free grace | was per-
{uaded that I had a part in the firft refur-
reion, and was * enlightened with the’
« light of the living,” Job xxxiil. 30.
I withed for a man of God with whom [
might converfe: my foul was like the
shariots of Aminidab, Canticles vi. 1.2..
Thefe, among others, were the precious: -
promifes that were {o powerfully ap-
plied to me: ¢ All things whatfoever ye
¢ thall afk in prayer, belicving, ye fhall
¢ receive,’ Mat, xxt, 22. ¢ Peace I
‘ leave with you, my peace I give unto
‘you,” John xiv, 27, I{aw the blefled

Redeemer to be the fountain of life, and:
the well of falvation. 1 expericnced
him all in ally he had brought me by a.

H 4, way.
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w2y tnat I knew not, and he had made
crooked paths firatohe. Then in his name
1 fet up my Ebonezer, faying, Hitherto
ke hath helped me : and could {ay tothe
finners about me, Behold what a 534
vicur | have! Thus 1 was, by the
reaching of that all-glorious Deity, the
great One in Three, and Three in One,
confirmed in the truths of the bible,
thofe oracles of everlafting truth, on
which every foul living muft ftand
or fall eternally, agreeabls to Alls
iv. 12. ¢ Neither 1s there falvation in
‘any other, for there i1s none other
‘ name under heaven given among men

‘ whereby we muft be {aved, but only
¢ Chrift Jefus.” May God give the reader
a right underflanding in ‘thefe fadls! To
him that believeth all things are pols
fible, but to them that are unbelieving
nothing is pure, Titust. 15. During
this period we remained at Cadiz until
cur {lap got laden. We failed about

the
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vhe fourth of November; and, having
2 good pailage, we arrived 1n London
the month following, to :ny comfort,
with heartfelt gratitude to God for his
rich and unfpeakable mercies. On
my return [ had but one text which
lmzz!cd me, or that the devil endeavour-

rF

ed to buffet me with, viz. Rom. x1. 0.
and, as | had heard of the Reverend
Mr. Romaine, and his great knowledye
in the feriptures, I withed much to hear
him preach. One day [ went to Black-
friars church, and, to my great fatif-
f2dion and {urprile, he precached from
that very text. He very clearly fhewed
he differenze between human works
and ‘frce eleCtion, which 15 according
to God's fovereign wiil and pleafure.
Thefe glad tidings fet me entirely at
liberty, and I went out of the church
rejoicing, {ceing my fpots were thofe
of God’s childven. I went to Weftmin-

fter Chapel, and faw fome of my o'd
3 fricnls,
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friends, who were glad when they per-
cerved the wonderful change that the
Lord had wrought in me, particularly
Mr.G—S—, my worthy acquaintance,
who was a man of a choice {pirit, and
had great zeal for the Lord’s fervice,
[ enjoyed his correfpondence till ke
died 1n the year 1784. I was again ex-
amined at that fame chapel, and wag
recetved into church fellowihi P amongft
- them: [ rejoiced in fpirit, making me.
loay in my heart to the God of all my
mercies.  Now my whole with was to
be diffolved, and to be with Chrift —

but, alas! I muft wait minc appointed
time.

MISCELLANEOUS



\[ICELLANEOUS VERSES,.

OR

Refle€tions on the State of my mind
during my firft Convictions ; of the-

Neceflity of believing the Truth,.
and experiencing the ineftimable-

Benefits of Chriftianity.

WeLr may I fay my life has been
One fcene of forrow aad of pain;
From early days1 griefs have known,.

And as I grew my griefs have grown:

Dangers were always in my path;

And fear of wrath, and fometimes death ;.
While pale dejetion in me reign’d

I often wept, by grief conftrain’d..

When taken from my native land, .

By an unjuft and cruel band,

How did uncommon dread prevail { -J?
My fighs no more I could conceal. |

¢ To eafe my mind I often ftrove,. .

‘ And tried my trouble to remove :

“ I fung, and utter’d fighs betW¢@nee-
¢ Aflayd to flifle guilt with fin, .

- Lo-H6

LT 1‘1
-
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* BetO! noz all that ¥ could do
“ Would ftop the current of my wee ;

* Conviction fill my vilenefs fhen'd -
* How great my guilt—how loft from God:!

* Prevented, that I could not die,

© Nor might to one kind refuge fly ;
 An crphan flate | had to mourn ,——
¢ Forlook by all, and left forlorn.”

Thofe who beheld my downceaft mien
Could not guefs at my woes unfeen :

They by appearance could not know
The troubles that I waded through,

* Luft, anger, blafphemy, and pride,

¢ With legions of fuch ills befide,

* TrouMed my thoughts,” while doubts and fears
Cleuded and darken'd moft my years,

* Sighe now no more would be confin’d—

* I'ney breath’d the trouble of my mind :
 Ivifn’d for death, but check’d the word R
* Atd often pray’d unto the Lord.?

Ushappy, more than fome on carth,

I thought the place that gave me Dipth-—s
Strange thoughts opprefs'd—while ] replicd
“ Why net 1n Ethiopia died 22

And
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And why thus fpared, nigh to hell ?
(sod only knew-1I could not tell!

¢ Atott'ring fence, a bowing wall,’

¢ I thought myfelf cre firce the fall.?

« Oft umes I mufed, nigh ccfoair,
¢ While birds melodious fill’d the air :

¢ Thrice happy fonglters, ever free,
¢ How blefs'd were they compar’d to me !*

Thus all things added to my pain,

While grief compell’d me to complain ;
When fable clouds began to nife

My mind grew darker than the fkies.

The Englhfh nation call’d to leave,
How did my breaft with forrows heave !

I long’d for reft—cried ¢¢ Help me, Lord !

“ Some gitigation, Lord, afferd !”’

Yct on, dejected, fhll | went—
Heart-throbbing woes within were pent ;

MNor land, nor fea, could comfort give,
Nothing my anxious mind rclicve.

Weary with travail, yet unknown
To all but God and {elf alone,

Numerous months for peace I firove,
And numerons foes 1 had to prove,

Inuy’d
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Inur'd to dangers, griefs, and woes,
Train'd up midft perils, deaths, and foes,
Iaid ¢ Muit 1t thos ever be *—

¢ No quiet 1s permitted me.”

Hard hap, and more than heavy lot !
¥ pray’d to God < Forget me not—

““ What thou ordain’ft willing I'll bear ;.
““ But O! deliver from defpair !

Strivings and wreftlings feem’d in vain ;
Nothing I did could eafe my pain :

Then gave I up my works and will,
Conicfs’d 2nd own’d my doom was hell |

Like fome poor pris’ner at the bar,
Confcions of guilt, of fin and fear,
Arraign’d, and felf-condemned, I flgod—
< Loft in the world, and in my blcod !

Yet here, *midft blackeft clouds confin’d,
A team from Chrift, the day-flar, fhin’d;
ourely, thought I, if Jefus pleafe,

He can at once fign my releafe.

I, 1gnorant of his rightcoufnefs,

Set up my labours in its place ;

“ Forgot for why his blood was fhed,
“ And pray’d and fafted in its ftead.?

Ha .
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}e dy’d for finners —1I am one !
Might not his blood for me atone #
'I'ho’ I am nothing elfe but fin,
Yet furely he can make me clean'!

"Thus light came in, and [ believ’d ;
Myfelf forgot, and help receiv'd!

My Saviour then 1 know I found,

For, eas’d from guilt, no more | groan'd.

O, happy hour, in which I ceas’d
To mourn, for then I found a reft!
My foul and Chrift were now as one ~

Thy light, O Jefus, 1n me fhone!

Blefs’d be thy name, for now I know
I and my works can nothing do ;
«“ The Lord alone can ranfom man—

¢« For this the fpotlefs LLamb was flain !

When facrifices, works, and pray’r,
Prov’d vain, and ineffetual were,
‘“‘ Lo, thenI come!” the Saviour cry’d,

And, bleeding, bow’d his head and dy’d!
He dy'd for 2ll who ever faw

No help in them, nor by the law : —
J this have feen ; and gladly own
“ Salvation is by Chrift alone *!”

¥ A&S i‘i". 12,

CHAP,
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CHAP. XL

T be author embarks on board a flip bovid
for ~Cadiz—1Is ncar being [bipwrccked
~Goes to Malaga—Remearkable fine
catbedral theve—The auibor difputes
with a pepifin pricfl—Pickiing up cleven
miferable wmen at fea in ielarntig 1o
England— Engages again with Dolor
Irviiig 1o arfompa@ him to Fuomaica
end the Mofguilo Store—Neets with ai
Indian priuce o board—The auntfor at-
tcipts 10 1aflrufl bim i the iruths of -
the Gofpel—Frufiraled by ithe bad ex-
ample of foine in the fLip—They ariiz
on the Mofquito Skore with fome flaves
they purchafed at Jamaica, aind begin to
cultivate a plantation—Some acconnt of
thre manners and cufloins of the Mofguito

dezms-——-&fmf ful device of the an-

Hor's
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10r’s 10 grctl a riot anioig theiii—mCit
s entectainiient given by them fto
Daclor Itz and the author, who leaves
tre flore aind gecs for Famaica—Is bar-
buronfly treated by a man woith ahom be
eriguped for Dis paffage—LEfiapes and
goes 1o tioe Mofquito admiral, who treats
kim kindly—He gets another veffel and
goes o board—Iuflances of bad treat-
itcit—Meets - Dollor Irving—Gets to
Jamaica—Is cheated by bis captain—
Leaves the Dollor and goes for Eng-
luid,

WaEN our fhip wae got ready for
{ea again, 1 was entreated by the cap-

tain to go in her once more; but, as I
felt myfelf now as happy as 1 could
with to be in this life, 1 for fome time
refufed ; however, the advice of my
friends at laft prevailed; and, in full
reignation to the will of God, [ again
cmbarked for Cadiz in March 1773.

YWe
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We had a very good pafiage, without
any material accident, until we arrived
off the Bay of Cadiz; when one Sun-
dav, juft as we were going into the har-
bour, the fhip ftruck againft a rock
and knocked off a garboard plank,
which 1s the next to the keel.  In an
inftant all hands were in the greateft
confufion, and began with loud crics
to call on God to have mercy on thenm,
Although I could not fwim, and faw
no way of efcaping death, I felt no
dread in my then fituation, having no
defire to live, I cven rejoiced in
{pirit, thinking this death would be
{udden glory. But the fulnefs of time.

was not yet come.. 1he people near to
me were much aftonifhied in feeing me

thus calm and refigned; but I told
them of the peace of God, which

through fovereign grace I enjoyed, and.
thefe words were that inftant in my
mund

«« Chrilt.
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t¢ Chuft isimy pilot wife, my compa.s is his word ;
““ My foul each ftorm defics, while I have fuch 2
¢ Lord.

““ Ttrult his fathfulnefs and power,
““ To{ave me in the trying Lour.
* Though rocks and quickfands deep through all
““ my paflage lic,
“ Yet Chnlt fhall fafely keep and guide me with
‘““ Ins eye, |
‘ How can I fink with fucha prop,
““ That bears the world and all things up 2"

At this ume there were many large
Spanith flukers or paflage-vefiels full
of people croffing the channel; who
[ecing our condizion, a number of them
came alongfide of us. As many hands
s could be employed began to work ;
lome at our three pumps, and the reft
unloading the thip as faft as poffible.
There being only a fingle rock called
the Porpus on which we ftruck, we foon
got off ir, and providentially it was then
high water, we therefore run the fhip
“afhore at the nearefl place to keep her
from finking.  After many tides, with

a great



il

[ 164
g great ceal of care and induflry, we
oot her repaired again. When we had
difpatched our bufinefs at Cadiz, we
went to Gibraltar, and trom thence to
Malaga, a very pleaiant and rich city,
where there 1s one of the finett cathe-
drals I hadever fcen. It had been above
fifty vea:sinbuilding, as 1 heard, though
it was not then quite finithed; great
part of the infide, however, was com-
pieted and highly decorated with the
richeft marble columns and many fu-
perb painungs; 1t was lighted occa-
fionally by an amazing number of wax
tapers of differcnt fizes, fome of which

were as thick as a man’s thigh; thefe,

however, were only ufed on fome of
their grand fethivals,

I was very much thocked at the
cuftom of bull-baiting, and other di-
veraons which prevailed here on Sun-
day evenings, to the great fcandal of-
Chriftianity and morals. 1 ufed to éx-

prefs
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prefs my abhorrence of it to a pricft

whom I met with. I had frequent
contells about religion with the reve-

rend father, 1 which he took great
pains to make a profclyte of n:e to his
church ; and 1 no lefs to convert hiun
to mine.  On thefe occafions T ufed to
producc my Bible, and fhew him in
what points his church erred. He
then faid he had been i England, and
that every perfon there read the Bible,
which was very wrong ; but I anfiver-
ed him that Chriit defired us to {earch
the Scriptures. In lus zeal for my con-
verfion, he 1olicited me to go to one
of the univerfities in Spain, and de-
clared that & fhould have my educa-
tion iree 5 and told me, 1f I got my-
{elf made a prieft, I might in time
become even pope; and that Pope
Benedit was a black man. As T was
ever defirous of learning, I paufed for
{fome time upon this temptation ; and

thought
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thought by being crafty T might catcly
fome with guile ; but | began to think
thar 1t would be only hypocrify in me
to embrace his offer, as I coyld not
1n confcience conform to the opinions
of his church, I was therefore ¢nabled
to regard the word of God, which
fays, ¢ Come out from among(t them,’
and refuled Father Vincent’s offer, g
we parted without conviction on either
fide.

Having taken ar this place f{ome
fine wines, fruits, and money, we pro-
ceeded to Cadiz, where we took sbout
1Wo tons more of money, &c. and then
fatled for England in the month of
June.  When we were about the north
latitude 42, we had contrary wind for
{everal days, and ihe fhip did not make
in that time above fix or feven miles
ftraight courfe. This made the cap
tain exceeding fretful and peevith ;
and I was very forry to hear God’s

moft
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oft holy name often blafphemed by
him. One day, as he was in that im-_-
pious mood, a young gentleman on
board, who was a paffenger, reproached
him, and {aid he aéced wrong ; for we
ought to be thankful to God for all
things, as we were not in want of any
thing on board ; and though the wind
was contary for us, vet it was fair for
fome others, who, perhaps, ftood in
more nced of it than we. I imme.
diately feconded this young gentleman
with {ome boldnefs, and faid we had
not the lealt caufe to murmur, for
that the Lord was better to us than we
deferved, and that he had done all
things well. I expected that the cap-
tam would be very angry with me for

fpeaking, but he replied not a word.
However, before that time on the fol-

lowing day, being the 21t of June,
much to our great joy and aftonifh-

ment, we faw the providential hand of
6

Our



[ 109 ]

our benmgn Creator, whole ways wi
his blind creatures are paft {inding ou.
‘The preceding migit I dreamed that |
faw a boat immediately off the ftarboard
main fhrouds; and exactly at half paft
one o'clock, the following day at noon,
while I was below, jufl as we had
Jined 1n the cabin, the man at the
helm cried out, A boat! which bronght
myv dream that inftant into my mind.
I was the firlt man that jumped on
the deck; and, looking from the
ihrouds cnward, according to my drean,
T deferied 2 littde boat ar fome diftance;
but, as the waves were gh, 1t was as
ruch as we could do fometinzes to dif-
cern her ; we however ftopped the fhip's
way, and the boat, which was extremes
Jv finzll, came alongfide with eleven mu-
ferabie men, whom we took on board
immediately.  To all human appear-
nce, thefe people muft have perithed
in the courle of one hour or lefs,

1 the

"I Y
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the boat being {mall, it barely cop-
tained them.  When we took them un
they were half drowned, and had no
victuals, compafs, ‘water, or any other

necetlary what{oever, and had only one
bit of an oar to fteer with, and that
right before the wind; fo that they
were obliged to truft entirely to the
mercy of the waves. As foon as we

got them all on board, they bowed
themlelves on their knees, and, with
hands and voices lifted up to hege
ven, thanked God for their delive-

rance; and [ troft that my prayers were
not wanting among(t them at the fyme
time.  This mercy of the ILord quite
melred me, and I recolle@ed ks words,
which I faw thus verified in the 107th
Plalm ¢ O give thanks unto the Lord,

“ tor he is good, for his mercy endureth
¢ for ever. Hungry and thirfty, their
“fouls fainted in them. They cried

“unto Lord in theijr trouble, and ] e
Vor. I, 1

¢ delivered
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€ delivered them out of their diftreffes,
° And he led them forth by the nght
€ way, that they might go to a city of
¢ habitation. O that men would praife
¢ the Lord for his goodnefs and for his
¢ wonderful works to the children of
* men! For he fatisfieth the longing
¢ foul, and filleth the hungry foul with
¢ goodnefs. |

¢ Such as fit in darknefs and in the
¢ fhadow of death :

¢ Then they cried unto ihe Lord in
¢ their trouble, and he faved them out
¢ of their diftrefles. They that go down
¢ to the fea in fhips; that do bufinefs
‘¢ in great waters: thefe {ee the works
¢ of the Lord, and his wonders 1n the
¢ deep. Whofo 1s wife and will ob-
¢ ferve thefe things, even they fhall
¢ underftand the loving kindnefs of the
¢ Lord)

The poor diftreflfed captain faid,

¢ that the Lord is good; for, fecing
- ¢ that
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¢ that I am not fit to die, he there-
‘ fore gave me a {pace of time to
‘ repent.” I was very glad to hear this
expreffion, and took an opportunity
when convenient of talking to him on
the providence of God.  They told us
they were Portuguefe, and were in a
brig loaded with corn, which fhifted
that morning at five o’clock, owing to
which the veflel funk that inftant with
wo of the crew; and how thefe eleven
prot 1o the boat (which was lathed to
the deck) not one of them could tell.
We provided them with every necef-
fary, and brought them all fafe to Lon-
don: and I hope the Lord gave them
repentance unto life eternal.

L'was happy once more amongft my
friends and brethren, ill N ovember,

when my old friend, the celebrated
Dottor Irving, bought a remarkable

fine floop, about 150 tons. He had a
mind for a new adventure in cultivat-

I2 ing
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ing a plantation at Jamaica and the
Mufquito Shore ; afked me to go with
him, and faid that he would truft
me with bis cftate in preference to any

one. By the advice, thetefore, of my
friends, I accepted of the offer, know-

ing that the harveft was fully ripe in
thofe parts, and hoped to be the -
{trument, under God, of bringing fome
poor finner to my well beloved mafter,
Jefus Chrift. Before I embarked, I
found with the Doftor four Mufquito
Indians, who were chiefs in their own
country, and were brought herc by
fome Englith traders for fome felfifh
ends. One of them was the Mulquito
king’s fon ; a youth of about eighteen
vears of age ; and whilft he was here
he was baptized by the name of
George. They were going back at the
government’s «xpenlc, after having
been ii. Englard avout twelve months,
during which they learncd to {peak

6 pretty
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precty good Englith, When I came
to talk to them about eight days before
we failed, I was very much mortified
in tinding that they had not trequented
any churches fince they were here, to
be baptized, nor was any attention
paid to their morals. 1 was very forry
tor this mock Chrittianity, and had juft
4n nmimmnit}' to take fome of them
once to church before we failed.  We
cmbarked in the month of Novem-
ber 1975, on board of the floop*Morn-
‘ing Star, Captain David Miller, and
failed for Jamaica. In our pafinge, [
took all the pains that I could to inftru@
the Indian prince in the dotrines of
Chriflianity, of which he was entirely
ignorant ; and, to my great joy, he was
quite attentive, and received with glad-
nefs the truths that the Lord enabled
me to {et forth to him., I taught him in

the compafs of eleven days all the let-
t€rs, and he could put even two or
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three of them together and {pell them.
I had Fox’s Martyrology with cuts,
and he ufed to be very fond of looking
into1t, and would atk many queftions
about the papal cruclties he faw de-
picted there, which I explained to him.
I made fuch progrefs with this youth,
efpecially in rchgion, that when I ufed
to go to bed at different hours of the
nicht, if he was in his bed, he would
get up on purpolfe to go to prayer with
me, without any other clothes than his
fhirt ; and before he would eat any of
his meals amongft the gentlemen
the cabin, he would firft come to me
to pray, as he called it. I was well
pleafed at this, and took great delight
in him, and ufed much {upplication to
,God for his converfion. I was in full

hope of feeing daily every appearance
of that change which I could wifh ; not
‘knowing the devices of fatan, who had

many of his emiffaries to (ow his tares
as
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as faft as I fowed the good feed, and
pull down as faft as I built up. Thus

we went on ncarly four fifths of our
paflage, when fatan at laft got the up-
per hand. Some of his meflengers,
{feeing this poor heathen much ad-
vanced in piety, began to afk him
whether 1 bad converted him to

Chnftianity, laughed, and made their
jeft at him, for which I rebuked them
as much as I could ; but this treatment
caufed the prince to halt between two

opinions. Some of the true fons of
Behal, who did not believe that there
was any hereafter, told him never to
fear the devil, for there was none
exifting ; and if ever he came to the
priince, they defired he might be

lent to them,  Thus they teazed the
poor innocent youth, fo that he would

not learn his book any more ! He would
#ot drink nor caroufe with thefe un-
godly attors, nor would he be with me, -

Iq cven
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cven at prayers. This grieved me very
much, 1 endeavoured to perfuade hiny
as well as I could, but he would not
come ; and entreated him very much to
tell me his reafons for alting thus. At
laft he afked me, < How comes it that
‘ all the white men on board who can
“read and write, and obierve the {un,
“and Rnow all things, yet fwear; lic,
‘ and get drunk, only excepting vour-
“ felt ©° I anfwered him, the reafon
was, that they did not fear God ; and
that if any one of them died fo they
cotid not go to, or be happy with God,
He rephied, that if thefe perfons went
to hell he would go to hell too. I was
forry to hear this; and, as he {fome-
times had the teoth-ach, and alfo fome
other perlons in the fhip at the {fame
time, I afked him 1f their toothach mads
his ealy : he {ard, No. Then I told
him 1f he and thefe people went to hell
together, ther pamns would not make

his
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his any lighter.  This anfwer had
great weight with him: it df:preﬂ‘ed

his {pints much ; and he became ever
after, during the paffage, fond of being

alone. When we were in the latitude
of Martinico, and near making the

land, one morning we had a brifk gale
of wind, and, carrying too much fail,
the main-maft went over the fide.
Many people were then all about the
deck, and the yards, mafts, and rigging,

came tumbling all about us, yet there
was not one of us in the lealt hurt,
although fome were within a hair’s
breadth of being killed : and, particu-
larly, I faw two men then, by the pro-
vidential hand of God, moft miracu-
loufly preferved from being fimathed to
picces.  On the fiftk of January we
made Anticua and Montferrat, and ran
along the reft of the iflands : and on
the fourteenth we arrived at Jamaica,

One Sunday while we were there I took
I; the
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the Mufquito Prince George to church,
where he {aw the facrament adminif-
tered. When we came out we {aw all
kinds of people, almoft from the church
door for the {pace of half a mile down
to the waterfide, buying and felling all
kinds of commodities: and thele alts
afforded me great matter of exhortation
to this youth, who was much aftomifhed.
Our veflel being ready tc fail for the
Mufquito fhore, I went with the Doctor
on board a Guinea-man, to purchafe
fome flaves to carry with us, and cul-
tivate a plantation; and 1 chofe them
all my own countrymen. On the twelfth
of February we failed from Jamaica,
and on the eighteenth arrived at the
Mufquito fhore, at a place called Du-
peupy. All our Indian guefts now,
after I had admonifthed them and a few
cafes of liquor given them by the Doc-
tor, took an affeCtionate leave of us, and

went athore, where they were et by
the

-—
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the Mufquito king, and we never {aw
one of them afterwards. We then failed
o the fouthward of the fhore, to a
place called Cape Gracias a Dios, where
there was a large lagoon or lake,
which received the emptying of two
or three very fine large rivers, and
abounded much in fith and land tortoifc.
Some of the native Indians came on
board of us here; and we ufed them

well, and told them we were comc 10
dwell amongft them, which they {ecemea

pleafed at. So the Doctor and I, with
fome others, went with them afhore;
and they took us to different places to
view the land, in order to choofe a
place to make a plantation of. We fixed
on a {pot near a river’s bank, in a rich
foil; and, having got our necefiaries out
of the floop, we began to clear away
the woods, and plant different kinds of
vegetables, which had a juick growth,
Vi hile we were employed in this man-

I 6 ner,
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ner, our veffel went northward to Black
River to trade. While fhe was there,

2 Spanith guarda cofta met with and
took her, This proved very hurtful,
and a great embarraflment to us. Howe
CVer, we went on with the culture of

the land. We ufed to make fireg every
night all around us, to keep off wild

beafls, which, as foon as it was dark,
fet up a moft hideous rozring.  Ouyr
hzbitation being far up in the woods,
Wwe frequent]y faw diﬂ%rent kinds of
animals ; but nonie of them ever hurt us,
except porfonous fnakes, the bijte of
which the Do&tor ufed to CUr¢ by giving

10 Ine patient, as {oon as poflible, aboyt
haif a tumbler of ftrong rum, with a

good deal of Cayenne pepper init. In
this manner ke cured two natives and
one of his own flaves. "T'he Indians were
exceedingly fond of the DoGor, and they
h:d good reafon forit; for I believe they
never had fuch an ufeful man amongft

themr
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them, They came from all quarters to
our dwelling; and fome zwoolzeozy, or
flat-headed indians, who lived fifty or

fixty miles above our river, and this fide
of the South Sea, brought us a good

deal of hilver in exchange for our goods.
The principal articles we could get
from our neighbouring Indians, were
turtle oil, and thells, little filk grafs,
and fome provilions; but they would
not work at any thing for us, cxcept
fithing ; and a few times they affift-
ed to cut fome trees down, in order
to build us houfes; which they did
exaﬂly Jtke the Africans, b)" the joint
labour of men, women, and children.
I do not recollet any of them to have
had more than two wives, Thefe always
accompanted their hutbands when they
came to our dwelling; and then they
generally carried whatever they brought
to us, and always fquatted down behind
thetr hufbands., Whenever we gave

them
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them any thing to eat, the men and their

wives ate it feparate. I never faw the
leat fign of incontinence amongft
them. The women are ornamented with
beads, and fond of painting themielves ;
the men alfo paint, even to excefs, both
their faces and fhirts: their favourite
colour is red. The women generally

cultivate the ground, and the men are
all fithermen and canoe makers. Upon
the whole, I never met any nation that
were fo fimple in their manners as thefe
people, or had fo little ornament 1n their
houfes. Neither had they, as I ever
could learn, one word expreffive of an
oath. The worft word [ ever heard
amongft them when they were quarrel-
ing, was one that they had got from the

Englith, whichwas, ¢ yourafcal.” Inever
{faw any mode of worfhip among them
but in this they were not worfe than
their European brethren or neighbours:
for T am forry to fay that there was not

one
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one white perfon in our dwelling, nop
any where elfe that | faw in different
places 1 was at on the fhore, that was
better or more pious than thofe unen-
lightened Indians; but they either
worked or flept on Sundays: and, to
my forrow, working was too much Sun-
day’s employment with ourfelves; {o
much fo, that in fome length of time
we really did not know one day from
another. 'T'his mode of living laid the
foundation of my decamping at laft,
The natives are well made and warlike;
and they particularly boaft of having
never been conquered by the Spaniards.

They are great drinkers of firong
Lhquors when they can get them, We
ufed to diftil rum from pine apples,
which were very plentiful here; and
then we could not get them away from
our place. Yet they {eemed to be {in-
gular, in point of honefty, above any

_ J
other nation I was ever amongft. The

country
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country being hot, we lived under an
open fhed, where we had all kinds of
geods, without a door or a lock to any
one article; yet we flept in fafety, and

never loft any thing, or were difturbed,
This furprifed us a good deal; and the

Doctor, myfelf, and others, ufed to fay,if
we were to lie 1n that manner in Europe
we thould have our throats cut the ﬁrﬂ
night. i'ke Indian governor goes once
1n a certain time all abouyt the pr{winqe
or ditriél, and has a number of men
withhimasattendants and affiftangs, He
fettles all the differences among the
peo le, like the judge here, and js
treated with very great refpect He took
care to give us timely notice before he
came to our habitation, by {ending his
ftick asa token, for rum, fugar, and gun=
powder, which we did not refufe {end-
ing: and at the fame time we made the ut-
mott preparation to receive his honour
and histrain, When he came with histribe,

and
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and all our neighbouring chieftains, we
expelted to find him a grave reveren.d
judge, folid and fagacious; but inftead
of that, before he and his gang came in
hight, we hcard them very clamorous;
and they even had plundered fome of
our good ncighbouring Indians, having
intoxicated themfelves with our liquor,
When they arrived we did not know
what to make of our new guefts, and
would gladly have difpenfed with the
honour of their company. However,
having no alternative, we feafted them
plentifully all the day till the evening ;
when the governor, getting quite drunk,
grew very unruly, and firuck one of
our moft friendly chiefs, who was our
neareft neighbour, and alfo took his
gold-laced hat from him. At this a
great commotion taken place ; and the
Do&or interfered to make peace, as
we coud all underftand one another,

but to no purpofe; and at laf} they

becanie
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became fo outrageous that the Doctor,
fearing he might get 1nto trouble,

left the houfe, and made the bef}
of his way to the nearcft wood,
leaving me to do as well as I could

among them, 1 was fo enraged with
the Governor, that I could have wifh-
ed to have feen him tied faft to a

trec and flogged for his behaviour; but
I had not people enough to cope with
his party. 1 therefore thought of a
ftratagem to appeafe the riot. Recol-
leGting a paffage I had read in the hfe

of Columbus, when he was amongft the
Indians in Mexico or Peru, where, on

{fome occafion, he frightened them, by
telling them of certain events in the
heavens, | had reCOprfe to the {ame
expedient; and it fucceeded beyond
my moft fanguine expectations. When
I had formed my determination, I went
in the midft of them ; and, taking hoid
of the Governor, I pointed up to the

- heavens,
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heavens., I menaced him and the reft;
[ told them God lived there, and that
he was angry with them, and they muft
not quarrel fo; that they were all bro-
thers, and if they did not leave off, and

po away quietly, I would take the book
(pointing to the Bible), read, and tcl/
God to make them dead, This was
{fomething like magic. The clamour
immediately ceafed, and I gave tkem
fome rum and a few other things; after
which they went away peaceably ; and
the Governor afterwards gave our neigh-

bour, who was called Captain Plaimyah,
his hat again. When the Dodtor re-
turned, he was exceedingly glad atr my
fuccefs in thus getting rid of our trouble-
{fome guefts. T he Mufquito people within
our vicinity, out of refpect to the Doctor,
my{elf and his people, made entertain-
ments of the grand kind, called in their
tongue toxrrie or dryckbot. The Englith
of this ¢xpreflion is, a feafl of drinking

about,
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‘about, of which it feems a corruption of
language. The drink confifted of pine
apples roafted, and cafades chewed
or beaten in mortars; which, after lying
{fome time, ferments, and becomes o
ﬁrong as to mtoxicate, when drank in
any quantity. We had timcly noLice
given to us of the entertainment, A
white family, within five miles of us,
told us how the drink was made, and |
.and two others went before the time
to the village, where the mirth was
-appointed to be held; and there we
faw the whole art of making the
drink, and alfo the kind of animals
that were to be eaten therd. I cannot
fay the fight of either the drink or the
meat were enticing to me. They had
fome thoufands of pine apples roafting,
which they f{queezed, dirt and all,
into a canoc they had there for the
rurpofe. The cafade -drink was m
beef bLarrcls aud other veflels, y and

Jooked
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looked exaltly like hog-wath, Men,
women, and children, were thus en;-
ployed 1n roafting the pine apples, and
fqueezing them with their hands. For
food they had many land torpins or

tortotles, fome dried turtle, and three

large alligators alive, and tied faft to the
trees, 1 afked the people what they
were going to do with thefe allipators
and I was told they were to be eaten,
I was much furprife.d at this, and went
home, not a litde difgufted at the pre-
parations. When the day of the feaft
was come, we took fome rum with us,
and went tothe appointed place, where
we found a great affemblage of thefe

people, who recelved .us very kindly;
The mirth had begun before we came ;

and they were dancing with mufic: and
the mufical inflruments were nearly the

fame as thofe of any other fable people ;
but, as I thought, much lefs melodious
than any other nation I ever knew. They

had
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had many curious geftures in dancing,
and a variety of motions and poftures of
their bodies, which to me were in no wifa
attracting, The males danced by them.
felves, and the females al{o by them-
felves, as with us.  The Doctor thewed

his people the example, by immediately
joining the women’s party, though not
by their choice. On perceiving the
women difgufted, he joined the males.
At night there were great illuminations,

by {etting fire to many pine trees, while
the dryckbot went round merrily by ca-
labafhes or gourds : but the liquor might
more juftly be called eating than drink-
ing;. One Owden, the oldeft father in the
vicinity, was drefled in a ftrange and
terrifying form, Around his body were
fkins adorned with different kinds of
feathers, and he had on his head a very
large and high head-piece, in the form
of a grenadier’s cap, with prickles like
a porcupine; and he made a certain

noife
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noi{e which . refembled the cry of an
alligator.  Qur people fkipped amongft
them out of complaifance, though fome
could notdrink of their tourrie ; but our
rum met with cuftomers enough, and was

foon gone. The alligators were killed
and {ome of them roafted. ‘T'heir man-

ner of roafting is by digging a hole in
the earth, and filling it with wood,

which they burn to coal, and then they
lay fticks acrofs, on which they fet the
meat. I had a raw piece of the alliga-
tor in my hand : it was very rich: I
thought it looked like frefh falmon, and
it had a moft fragrant fmell, but I could
not eat any of it.  This merry-making
at laft ended without the leaft difcord
In any perfon in the company, although
it was made up of different nations and
complexions. The rainy feafon came:
on here about the latter end of May,
which continued till Auguft very
heavily ; fo that the rivers were over-

flowed,
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flowed, and our provifions then in the
ground were wathed away. 1 thought
this was in fome meafurc a judgment
upon us for working on Sundays, and it
hurt my mind very much. I often
withed to leave this place and {ail for
Europe ; for our mode of procedure and
living in this heathenifth form was very
irkfome to me., The word of God
aith, ¢ What does it avail a man if
‘ he gain the whole world, and lofe
< his own foul:” This was much and
heavily imprefled on my mind; and,
though 1 did not know how to fpeak to
the Doltor for my difcharge, 1t was dif-
agreeable for me to ftay apy longer.
But about the middle of June I took
courage epough to afk him for it. He
was very unwilling at firft to grant
my requeft; but I gave him fo many
reafons for it, that at laft he confented
to my going, and gave me the follow-

ing certificate of my behaviour: -
¢ T'he
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¢ The bearer, Guflavus Vaflz, has
“{erved me {everal years with firict
~ hunetly, fobriety, and fidelity. Ican,
* therefore, with juftice recommend him
for thefe qualifications s and jndeed in
“ every refpe&t I confider him as an ex-.
“celient fervant. [ do hereby certify
* that he always behaved well, and thae
¢ he 13 perfeitly truft-worthy.
‘Crarces Irvivg,?

™

DMujguito Shore, Fune 13, 176+,

Though T was much attached to the
doclor, | was happy when he confented,
Lgot every thing ready for my depart-
ure, and hired fome Indians, witha large
-1noe, o carry me off.  All my poor
Countrymen, the flaves, when they
heard of my leaving them, were very
forry, as | had always treated them with
care anu affedtion, and did every thing
Leould to comfort the poor creatures;

Vor. II, N and
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flowed, and our provifions then in the
ground were wathed away. 1 thought
this was in {ome meafurc a judgment
upon us for working on Sundays, and it
hurt my mind very much. I often
withed to leave this place and fail for
Europe ; for our mode of procedure and
living in this heathenith form was very
irkfome to me. The word of God
farich, ¢ What does 1t availl a man 1If
¢ he gain the whole world, and lofe
< his own foul?” This was much and
heavily imprefled on my mind; and,
though I did not know how 1o {peak to
the Doltor for my difcharge, it was dif-
agreeable for me to ftay any longer.
But about the middle of June I took

courage enough to afk him for it. He
was very unwilling at firft to grant

my requeft; but I gave him {o many
reafons for it, that at laft he confented
to my going, and gave me the follow-

ing certificate of my behaviour: -
¢ The
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¢ The bearer, Guftavus Vafla, has
‘ferved me {everal years with finic
“ honeily, {obriety, and ndelity, I can,
 therefore, with juttice recommend him
“ for thefe qualifications ; and indeed in
“ every refpedt I confider him as an ey
‘cellent fervant, I do hereby certify
“ that he always behaved well, and that
¢ he 13 perfc&]y truft-worthy.,
‘ CHarLEes IrRving.!

Mujzuito Shore, Fune 1 55 1767,

Though T was much attached to the
doctor, I was happy when he confented,
L got every thing ready for my depart-
ire, ana hired fome Indians, witha large
Canoe, to carry me off, Al My poor
countrymen, the flaves, when they -
heard of my leaving them, were very
forry, as I had always treated them with
care and affeQicn, and did every thing
Lcould to comfort the poor creatures,

Vor. II. K and
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nd render their condition ealy. Iavs
ing taken leave of my old friends and
companions, on the 18th of June, ac-
companied by the doftor, 1 lefc that
{pot of the world, and went fouthward
above twenty miles along the river,
There 1 fourd a floop, the captain of
wkich told me ke wasgoing to Jamaica.
Having agreed for my paflage with
him and one of the owners, who was
1o on board, named Hughes, the
doSor and | Parted, not without fhed-
ing tears on both fides. The veficl
then failed along the river till nigh,
when fhe flopped in a lagoon within the
fame r'ivcr. During thc l’lig]lt a 1-011001161"
belonging to the {fame owners came in,
and, as fhe was in want of hands,

Hughes, the owner of the floop, afked
me (0 g0 In the {chooner as a failor,
and faid he would give me wages. 1
‘hanked him; but 1 faid 1 wanted to
£0 t0 ]amaica. He then immediately

changed
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changed kis tone, and fwore, and abufed
me very much, and afked how I came

to be freed. 1 told him, and faid that
] came into that vicinity with Dr,
Irving, whom he had feen thatday. This
zccount was of no uic; he full {fwore
exceedingly at me, and curfed the
mafter for a {ool that {old me my frce-
dom, and the doltor for another in let-
ing me go from him. Then he defired
me to go 1n the {chooner, or clfe 1
thould net go out of the floop as a frec-
man. 1 {aid this was very hard, and
begped to be put on thore again; but
he {wore that I thould not. I faid I had
been twice amongft the Turks, yet had
never feen any {uch ufage with them,
and much lefs could 1 have expeéted
any thing of this kind amongft Chrif-
tians, This incenfed him exceedingly;
and, with a volley of oaths and impre-
cations, he replied, ¢ Chriftians! Damn
* you, you are on¢ of St, Paul's men;

-
r i
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“<but by G—, except you have St
¢ Paul’'s or St. Peter's faith, and walk
¢ upon the water to the thore, you fhall
‘ not go out of the veflel;’ which [ now
found was going amonglt the Spaniards
towards Carthagena, where he {wore he
would fell me. I fimply afked him
what right he had to {cll me? but,
without another word, he made {ome
of his people tic ropes round eich of
my ancles, and alfo to each wrift, and
another rope round my body, and
hoifted me up without letting my fect
touch or reft upon any thing. Thus |
hung, without any crime committed,
and without judge or jury ; merely be-
caufe I was a free man, and could not
b}* the law get any redrefs from a white
perfon in thofe parts of the world. [
was in grezt pain from my fituation,
and cried and begged very hard for
fome mercy; but all in vam. My
tyrant, ina great rage, brought a mui-

quet
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(fuet out of the cabin, and loaded it

hefore me and the crew, and {wore that
he would fhoot me if I cried any more.

1 had now no alternative; 1 therefore
remained filent, feeing not one white
man on board who faid a word on
my bebalf. I hung in that manner
from between ten and cleven o'clock
at night till about one in the morning ;
when, finding my cruel abufer faft
afleep, 1 begged fome of his flaves to
flack the rope that was round my body,
that my feet might reft on fomething.
This they did ac the nfk of being
cruclly ufed by their mafter, who beat
fomec of them fevercly at firft for not
tyine me when he commanded them.
Whillt I remained in this condition, till
between five and fix o’clock next morn-
ing, I truft I prayed to God to forgive
this blafphemer, who cared not what
he did, but when he got up out of His
flecp in the morning was of the very

K 3 fame
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fame temper and difpofition as when
he left me at might. When they got
up the anchor, and the veficl was geting
under wav, 1 once more cried and
bezoed to berelealed ; and now, being
fortunately 1n the way of their hoifting
the fails, they relealed me. When I
was let down, I {poke to one Mr. Cox,
a carpenter, whom 1 knew on board,
on the uwpropriety of this condudt.
He alfo knew the doltor, and the good
opinion he ever had of me, This man
then went to the captain, and told him
not 1o carry me away in that manner;
that I was the doctor’s fleward, who
regarded me very highly, and would
relent this ufage when he fhould come
to know 1it. On which he defired a
young man to put me afhore in a fmall
canoe I brought withme, This found
gladdened my heart, and I got hathily
into the canoe and {ct off, whilft my

tyrant was down 1n the cabing bur he
{oon
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foon {pied me our, when I was not
above thirty or forty yards from the
veffel, and, running upon the deck with
a loaded mufket in his hand, he pre-
{ented it at me, and {worce heavily and
dreadfully, that he would fhoot me that
inftant, if I did not come back cn
board. AsI knew the wretch would
have done as he {aid, without hefitation,
I put back to the veficl agamn ; but, as
the good Lord would have it, jult as
I was alongfide he was abufing the cap-

rain for letting me go from the veflel ;
which the captain returned; and both
of them {oon got into a very great heat.
The young man that was with me now
cot out of the canoe; the veflel was
failing on falt with a {mooth fea: and
1 then thought it was neck or nothing,
fo at that inftant I fet off again, for
my life, in the canoe, towards the
fhore; and fortunately the confufion

was fo great among(l them on board,
K 4 that
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that I cot out of the reach of the mui-

quet fhot unnoticed, while the veffel
failed on with a fair wind a differemt

way; fo that they could not overtake
mce without tacking : but even before
that could be done ! thould have been
on fhore, which I foon reached, with
many thanks to God for this unex-
peCted deliverance. T then went and
told the other owner, who lived near

that fhore (with whom I had agreed for

my paffage) of the ufage I had met
with. He was very much aftonifhed,
and appeared very forry for it. After
treating me with kindnefs, he 2ave nie
{fome refrefhment, and three heads of
roafted Indian corn, for a voyage of
about eighteen miles fouth, 1o look for
another veflel. He then dire@ed me
to an Indian cnief of a diftri&t, who
was zlfo the Mulquite admiral, and had
once been at our dwelling ; after which
I fet off with the canoe acrofs a large

]agoon
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lagoon alone (for I could not get any
one to affift me), though I was much
jaded, and had pains in my bowels, by
means of the rope I had hung by the

night before. T was theretore at different
times unable to manage the canoe,

for the paddling was very laborious.
However, a little before dark T got to

mv deftined place, where fome of the
Indians knew me, and received me

kindly. T afked for the admiral; and
they conduéted me to his dwelling:
He was glad to fee me, and refrefhed
me with fuch things as the place
afforded ; and 1 had a hammock to
fleep in. They acted towards me more
like Chriltians than thofc whites 1 was
among(t the lalt night, though they

had been baptized. 1 told the admiral
I wanted to go to the next port to get
2 veilel to carry me to Jamaica; and
requefted him to fend the canoe back
which 1 then had, for which I was to

K5 pay
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pay him. He agreed with me, and
fent five able Indians with a large canoe
to carry my things to my intended

place, about fifty miles ; and we {et off
the next morning. \When we got out
of the lagoon and went along fhore,
the fea was {fo high that the canoe was
oftentimes very near being filled with
waier. Ye were obliged to go athore
ard drag acrofs different necks of land;
we were aifo two nights in the fwamps,
which {warmed with mufquite flies,
and they proved troublefome to us.
This tirefome journey of land and wa-
ter ended, hewever, on the third day,
to my great joy; and I got on board of
a floop commanded by one Captain
Jeoming.  She was then partly loaded,
and he told me he was expelting daily
to fail for Jamaica; and having agreed
with me to work my paflage, I went

to work accordingly, I was not many
days on board betore we failed ; but to

7 my
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my forrow and difappointment, though
ufed to fuch tricks, wc went to the
fouthward along the Mulquito fhore,
inftead of fteering for Jamaica. 1 was
compelled to affift in cutung a great
deal of mahogany wood on the fhore as
we coafted along it, and load the veflel
with it, before fhe failed. This fretted
me much ; but, as I did not know how
to help myfelf among thefe deceivers, I
thought patience was the only remedy
I had left, and even that was forced.
There was much hard work and httle
victuals on board, except by good luck
we happened to catch turtles. On this
coaft there was al{o a particular kind of
fith called manatee, which 1s moft ex-

cellent eating, and the fleth 15 more

ke beef than fith; the fcales are as
large as a fhilling;, and the fkin thicker
than I ever faw that of any other fifh.
Within the brackith waters along fhore
there were likewife vaft numbers of al}i-r

K 6 gators,
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gators, which made the fith fcarce. 1
was on board this floop fixteen days,
during which, in our coafting, we came
to another place, where there was a
{maller floop called the Indian Queen,
commanded by one John Baker. He

alfo was an Englifhman, and had been

a long time along the thore trading for
turtie fhells and filver, and had got a

good quantity of each on board. He
wanted fome hands very much; and, un-
derfianding I wasa free man, and wanted
to go to Jamaica, he told me if he could
get one or two, that he would fail im-
meutately for that ifland : he alfo pre-
tended to me {fome marks of attention
2nd refpect, and promifed to give me
torty-five fhillings fterling a month if
I'wauld go with him. I thought this
much better than cutting wood for no-
thing. I therefore told the other cap-
tain that [ wanted to go to Jamaica in
the other veflel; but he would not

hiten
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liflen tome: and, feeing me refolved to
go 1n a day or two, he got the veflel to
fail, Intending to carry me away again#
my will.  This treatment mortified me
extremely, I immediately, accerding
to an agreement | had made with the
captain of the Indian Queen, called for
her boat, which was lying near us,
and 1t came alongfide; and, by the
racans of a north-pole thipmate which
I met with in the floop I was in, I got
my things into the boat, and went on
board of the Indian Queen, Tuly the
1oth. A few days after I was there,
we got all things ready and failed : but
again, to my great mortification, this
veflel full went to the fouth, nearly as
far as Carthagena, trading along the
coaft, inftead ot going to jamaicz, as
the captain had promifed me: and,
what was worft of all; he was a very
crucl and bloody-minded man, and was

a horrid blafphemer, Among others
he



[ 2¢c6 ]

he had a white pilot, one Stoker,
whom he beat often as {everely as he

did fome negroes he had on board. One
night in particular, after he had beaten
this man moft cruelly, he put him into
the boat, and made two negroes row
him to a defolate key, or {mall ifland ;
and he loaded two piftols, and {wore
bitterly that he would fhoot the negrocs
if they brought Stoker on beard again.
There was not the lealt doubt but that
he would do as he f{aid, and the two
poor fellows were obhiged to obey the
cruel mandate; bur, when the caprain
was aflecp, the two negroes took a
blanket and carried 1t to the unfortu-
nate Stoker, which 1 believe was the
means of {aving his life from the an-
noyance of infeéts. A great deal of
cnireaty was ufed with the captain the
next day, before he wonld confent to
let Stoker come on board; and when
the poor man was brought on board he

was
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was very ill, from lis fitvation during
the night, and he remained {o till he
was drowned a little ume after. As we
{ailed fouthward we came to many un-
inhabited iflands, which were over-
~grown with fine large cocoa nuts.  As
1 was very much in want of provifions,
1 brought a boat load of them on
board, which lafted me and others for
feveral wecks, and afforded us many a
delicious repaft 1n our fcarcity. One
day, before this, I could not help ob-
ferving the providential band of God,
that ever {upphies all our wants, though
i the ways and manner we know not,
1 had been a whole day without food,
and made fignals for boats to come off,
butin vain. Ithereforcearncftly prayed
to God for reliet 1n my need ; and at
the clofe of the evening I went off the
deck.  Juft as I laid down I heard a
nolic on the deck; and, not knowing
what 1t meant, I went direltly on the
the deck agamn, when what fhould I

~ fce
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fee but a fine large fith about f{even or
eight pounds, which had jumped
aboard ! Itook it, and admired,. with
thanks, the good hand of God; and,
what I confidered as not lefs extraor-
dinary, the captain, who was very ava-
ricious, did not attempt to take 1t from
me, there being only him and 1 on
board ; for the reft were all gone afhore
trading. Sometimes the people did not
come off for fome days: this ufed to
fret the captain, and then he would

vent his furv on me by beatung me, or
making me feel in other cruel ways.
One day e{peaially, in his wild, wicked,
and mad career, after firiking me fe-
veral times with different things, and
once acrefs my mouth, even with
a red burming fuck out of the fire,
he got a barrel of gunpowder on the
deck, and fwore that he would blow
up the veflel. 1 was then at my wit’s
end, and earneftly prayed to God to
dire& me. The head was out of the

~ barrel,
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barrel ; and the captain took a lighted

ftick out of the fire to blow himfelf

and me up, becaufe there was a veflel
then in fight coming in, which he fup-

pofed wasa S paniard, and he was afrad
of falling into their hands. Sceng
this 1 got an ax¢, unnoticed by him,
and placed myfelf between him and
the powder, having refolved in myfelf
as foon as he attempted to put the fire

in the barrel to chop him down that
inftant. I was more than an hour in

this fituation 3 during which he ftruck
me often, {till keeping the fire in his
hand for this wicked purpofe. I really
fhould have thought myfelf juftifiable
in any other part of the world if I had
killed him, and prayed to God, who
oave me a mind which refted folcly on
himfelf, 1 prayed for refignation, that
his will might be done ; and the follow-
ing two portions of his holy word,
which occurred to my mind, buoysd

IIP
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up my nope, :.md‘kept me from taking
the life of this wicked man. ¢ He
¢ hath determined the times before ap-
¢ pointed, and fet bounds to our habi-
¢ tations,” Afts xvi. 26, And, € Who
1s there amongft vou that fearcth the
¢ Lord, that obeveth the voice of his
¢ fervant, that wzlketh in darkne’s and
¢ hath no light? let him wuft in the
‘ name of the Lord, and ftay upon his
¢ God,’ Ifaiah 1. 10.  And thus by the
grace of God I was enabled to do. I
found him a prefent help in the time
of need, and the captain’s fury began

to fubfide as the night approached :
but I found,

¢ That he who cannot ftem his aneer's tide
¢ Doth a wild herfs without a bridle ride.”

The next morning we difcovered that
the veflel which had caufed fuch a
fury in the captain was an Englith floop.
They foon came to an anchor where we
werey and, to my no fmall furprife, I

: lcarned
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learned that Doctor Irving was on board
of her on his way from the Mufquito
fhore to Jamaica. 1 was for going im-
mediately to fee this old mafter and
friend, but the captain would not {uffer
me to leave the veflel. I then informed
the doctor, by letter, how ] was treated,
and begged that he would take me out of
the floop : but he informed me that it
was not in his power, as he was a paje
fenger himfelf; but he fent me fome
ram and fugar for my own ufe. 1 now
learned that after I had left the eftate
which I managed for this gentleman
on the Mufquito fhore, during which
the flaves were well fed and comfort-

able, a white overfeer had fupplicd my
place : this man, through whumanity
and ill-judged avarice, beat and cut
the poor flaves moft unmercifuily ; and
the confequence was, that every one
got into a large Puriogua canoe, and
¢ndeavoyred to efcape; but not knows

Ing
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mg where to go, or how to manage
the canoe, they were all drowned; in
con{equence of which the doctor’s plan-
tation was left uncultivated, and he was
now returning to Jamaica to purchafe
more flaves and ftock it again.  On the
2 4th of October the Indiin Queen ar-
rived at Kingfton in Jamaica. When
we were unloaded I demanded my
wages, which amounted to eight pounds
and five (hillings fterling; but Captain
Baker refufed to give me one farthing,
although 1t was the hardeft-earned mio-
ney I ever worked for in my life. 1
found out Doctor Irving upon this,
and acquainted htm of the captain’s
knavery. He did all he could to help
me to get my money; and w¢ went to
every magiftrate in Kingfton (and there
were ninc), but they all refufed to do
any thing for me, and faid my oatli
could not be admitted againft a white
man. Nor was this all; for Baker

3 threatened
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dreatened that he would beat me fe-
verely if he could catch me for attempt-
ing to demand my money; and this
he would have done, but that I got, by
means of Dr. Irving, under the protec-
tion of Captain Douglas of the Squirrel
man of war. I thought thisexceedingly
hard ufage ; though indeed 1 found
't to be too much the pradtice there to
pay free men for their labour 1n this
wanner. One day 1 went with a free
negroe taylor, named Joe Diamond, to
one Mr. Cochran, who was indebred to
him fome trifling {fum; and the man,
not being able to get his money, be-
oan {0 Murmur. The other 1mmedi-
ately took a horfe-whip to pay him with
it : bur, by the help of a good pair of
heels, the taylor got off. Such oppref-
Gons as thefe made me feek for a
veflel to get off the Hfland as faft as 1
could ; and by the mercy of God 1
found a fhip in November bound for

England,
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England, when T embarked widy 2
convoy, dfter having taken a laft fare-
well of Dottor Irving, When I Jefi
Jamaica he was employed in refining fu-
2ars ¢ and fome months after my arrival
in England I learned, with much for-

vow, that this my amiable friend was
dead, owing to his having eaten fome

porfoned fith. We had many very
heavy gales of wind in our paflage; in
the courfe of which no material incj-
dent occurred, except that an American
privateer, falling in with the flect, was
captured and fet fire to by his Ma:
Jefty’s thip the Squirrel. On January
the feventl, 1797, we arrived a Ply-
mouth. T was happy once more 1o
tread upon Englith ground 3 and, after
pafling fome little time ar Plymoutl;
and Exeter among fome prous friends,
whom I was happy to fee, T went to
London with a heart replete with thanks
0 Ged for all paft mercies.

CIiIT AP,
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CHAP. XIL

Differcat tranfudlions of the autlor’s Jife
18 the prefent time—His application 10
the late Biffop of London 10 be appointed
@ miffonary to Africa——Some account of
Dis fhare i the condull of the late expes
diiion to Sierra Leona—Petition to the

ijmz——-—Conclaﬁo;z.

Suen were the various feenes which
I was a witnefs to, and the fortune 1
c.‘*{per‘icnccd until the year 1747, Since.
that period my life has been more unis
form, and the incidents of 1t fewer,
than in any other equal pumber of
vears preceding ; 1 thercfore haften to
the conclufion of a narrative, which I
fear the reader my think already {ufh-
ciently tedious.

I had
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1 had fuffered {fo many impofitions
in my commercial tranfaCtions in dif-
ferent parts cf the world, that I became
heartily difgufted with the feafaring
iife, and I was determined not to re-
turn to it, at leaft for fomec time. I
therefore once more engaged in fervice
ﬂ?-Orfl}f after my return, and continued
for the moft part 1n this fituation until
1734,

Soon after my arrival in London, I
faw a remarkable circumftance relatuve
ro African complexion, which I thought
{o extrzordinary, that I beg leave juft
to mention it : A white negro woman,
that I had formerly {cen in London

and other parts, had marnied a white
man, by whom the had three boys,

and they were every one mulattoces, and
yet they had fine light hair,  In 1779
I ferved Governor Macnamara, who
had been a confiderable ume on the

coaft of Africa, In the ume of my
{ervice
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lervice, Tufed to afk frequently other
fervants to join me in family pravers ;
bur this only cxcited their mockery.
Hewever, the Governoer, underftandin g
that I was of a religious turn, withed
to know of what religton I was; I told
him I was a proteftant of the church
ot Ingland, agrecable to the thirty-
nine articles of that church, and that
whomtoever [ found to preach accord-
ing to that doctrine, thofe I would hear.
A tew davs atter this, we had fome more
difcourfe on the fame fubjet : the Go-
vernor {poke to me oy it again, and faid
that he would, 1f I chofe, as he thought
I might be of fervice in converting my
countrymen to the Golpel faith, get
me {ent out as a miflionary to Africa.
I at firft refufed going, and told him
how I had been ferved on a like oceit.
fon by {fome white people the laf
voyage I went to Jamaica, when [ at.

wempted (if it were the will of God) to be
VoL, 1l I, the
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the means of converting the Indian

prince; and I {aid I fuppofed they would
ferve me worfe than Alexander the

copperimith did St. Paul, if 1 thould

attempt to go amongft them in Africa.
He told me not to fear, for he would

apply to the Bithop of London to get
me ordained. On thefe terms I con-
iented to the Governor’s propofal to go
to Afnica, m hope of doing good if

pofiible amongft my countrymen; fo,
i order to have me f{ent out properly,
we immediately wrote the following let-

ters zo the late Bifhop of London :

Do the Right Reverend Father in God,
ROBERT, Lord Biftop of London :

'The MEMORIAL of Gustavus Vassa

SHEWETH
THAT your memorialift
is a native of Africa, and has a know-

ledge of the manners and cuftoms of
the mnhabitants of that couatry,
That
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That vour memorialift has refided
1 different parts of Europe for twenty-
two vears laft palt, and embraced the
Chriftian faith in the year 17 30.

That your memorialift 1s defirous of
returning to Africa as a miflionary, if
encouraged by your Lordthip, in hopes
of being able to prevail upon his
countrymen to become Chriftians ; and
your memorialift 1s the more induced
to undertake the famé, from the fuccefs
that has attended the like undertakings

when encouraged by the Portuguefe

through their different fettlements on
the coaft of Africa, and alfo by the

Dutch : both governments encourag-

ing the blacks, who, by their educa-
tion are qualified to undertake the
lame, and are found imore proper than
furopean clergymen, unacquainted

with the language and cuftoms of the
country.

Your memonalift’s only motive for
L2 foliciting
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{oliciting the office of a miflionary 15,
that ie may be "a means, under God,
of reforming his countrymen and per-

{fuading them to ecmbrace the Chiiflian

religion.  Therefore your memoriahit
humbly prays your Lordthip’s encou-
ragement and fupport i the undertak-
1ng.

GUSTAVUS VASSA.

At Mr. Guthrie's, tavler,
No. 1-, Hedge-lane.

"Ny Lorp,
I save refided near fe-

ven vears on the coaft of Africa, for
moit part of the time as commanding
officer. From the Knowledge 1 have
of the country and 1it’s mhabitants, |
am inclined to think that the within
plan will be attended with great {uc-
cefs, if countenanced by your Lord-
thip. 1 beg leave further to reprefent

to vour Lerdihip, that the Iike attempts,
when encouraged by other govern-
mens,
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mmonts, have met with uncomuon f{ug-
cels 3 and at this very time 1 know a
very refpectable character a black prieft
at Cape Coaft Caftie. I know the
within named Guftavus Vaffa, and be-
hieve lum a moral good man,

I have the honour to be,
My Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s
Humble and obedient {ervant,
MATT. MACNAMARA.

Grove, 11th March 1774,

This letter was allo accompanied by
the following from Doctor Wallace,
who had refided in Africa for many
years, and whofe fentiments on the
{ubject of an African mifiion were the
{fame with Governor Macnamara’s.

Mareh 13 1779
My Lorp, ?

I have refided near five years
on Senegambia on the coaft of Africa,

L 3 and
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and have had the honour of filling very
confiderable employments in that pro-
vince. 1 do approve of the within
-plan, and think the undertaking very
laudable and proper,aud that it deferves
your Lordfhip’s proteétion and encous-
ragement, in which cafe it muft be at-
tended with the intended {uccefs,
I am,
My Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s

Humble and obedient fervant,

THOMAS WALLACE.

VWith thefe letters, 1 waited on the
Bithop by the Governor’s defire, and
nrefented them to his Lordfhip.  He
 received me with much condefcenfion
and politenefs; but, from fome certain
fcruples of delicacy, declined to ordain
me.

My fole mouve for thus dwelling on
this wanfaction, or inferting thefe pa-

pers,
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papets, is the opinion which gentlemen
of {enfe and education, who are ac-
quainted with Africa, entertain of the
probability of converting the inhabit-
ants of it to the faith of Jefus Chnift,

if the attempt were countenanced by
the legiﬂature.

Shortly after this I lefr the Governor,
and ferved a nobleman in the Devon-
(hire militia, with whom I was en-
camped at Coxheath for fome time;
but the operations there were too mi-

nute and uninterefling to make a de-
tail of.

In the year 1793 1 viﬁtegl cight
counties in Wales, from mouves of
curiofity., YWhile 1 was in that part of
the country I was led to go down into
a coal-pit in Shropfhire, but my curl-
ofity nearly coft me my hite; for while
[ was in the pit the coals {cll i, and
butied one poor man, who was not far
from me: upon this 1 got out as faft

L3 as
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zs I could, thinking the furface of the
carth the fafeit part of 1t

In the {pring 1784 I thought of
viiting old occan acain. In confe-
guence of this | embarked as fieward
on board a fine new flup called the
London, commanded by Martin Hop-

kin, and failed for New-York. T ad-
mired this city very much ; 1t 1s large
and well-built, and abounds with pro-
vifions of all kinds. While we lay
here a circumftance happened which 1
thought extremely fingular :---One day
a malefaCtor was to be executed on a
gallows; but with a condition that if

any woinan, having nothing on but her

flaft, married the man under the gal-
lows, his life was to be faved. This
extraordinary privilece was claimed ;
a woman prefented herfelf; and the
marriage cerenony was  performed,
Our thip having got laden we returned
to London 1n '_]:mu;u'_\_' 1785. YWhen

{he
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fhe was ready again for another voyage,
the captain being an agrecable man,
I failed with him from hence in the
{pring, March 1785, for Philadelpha.
On the ffth of April we took our de-

parture from the Land’s-end, with a

nleafant gale; and about nine o'clock
that night the moon fhone bright, and
the fea was {mooth, while our fthip
was going free by the wind, at the rate
of about tour or five miles an hour.

At this time another fhip was going
nearly as faft as we on the oppofhte
point, mceting us right mn the tecth,
vet none on board oblerved either fhip
until we ftruck eacit other forcibly
head and head, to the aftonifhment
and confternation of both crews. She
did us much damage, but 1 be-
licve we did her more; for when we
paffled by each other, which we did
very quickly, they called to us to bring
to, :nd hoift out our boat, but we

1. 3 had

i
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had enough to do to mind ourfelves ;
and in about eight minutes we faw no
more of her., We refitted as well as we
could the next day, and proceeded on
our voyaze, and in May arrived at
Philadelphia. 1 was very glad to fee
this favourite old fown once more ; and

my pleafure was much increafed in {ee-
inz the worthy quakers freeing and

eafing the burthens of many of my op-
prefled African brethren. It rejoiced
my heart when one of thefe friendly
people took me to {ce a free-ichool
they had erefted for every denomina-
tion of black people, whole minds are
cultivated here and forwarded to virtue;
and thus they are made ufeful mem-

bers of the community. Does not the
fuccefs of this practicc fay loudly to the
planters in the language of {cripture—

““ Go ye*and do likewife:”
In O&ober 1785 [ was accompanied
by {fome of the Africans, and prefented
this
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this addrefs of thanks to the gentle-
men called Friends or Quakers, 1n
Gracechurch-Court Lombard-Street :

GENTLEMEN,
By reading ynur book, en-
titled 2 Caution to Great Britain and

her Colonics, concerning the Calamit-
ous Statc of the enflaved Negroes:

\We the poor, opprefled, needy, and

much-degraded negroes, defire to ap-
proach you with this addrefs of thanks,

with our inmoft love and warmeft ac-
knowledgment ; and with the deepeft
{enfc of your benevolence, unwearied
labour, and kind interpofition, towards
breaking the yoke of flavery, and to
adminifter a little comfort and eafe to
thoufands and tens of thoufands of very
orievoufly affited, and too heavy
burthened negroes.

Gentlemen, could you, by perfe-
verance, at laft be cnabled, under
God, to lighten 1n any degree the

L6 ‘ heavy
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heavy burthen of the afflicled, no
doubt 1t would, in fome meafure, Dbe
the poflible means, under God, of
{aving the fouls of many of the oppref-
fors; and, if fo, fure we are that the
God, whofe eyes are ever upon all his
creatures, and always rewards every
truc act of virtue, and regards the
prayers of the oppretied, will give to
vou and vours thole bleffings which it
is nOt in our power to ¢xprefs or con-
ceive, but which we, as a part of thole
captived, onprefled, and afilicted peo-
rle, mott carncitly with and pray for.

Thefe gentlemen received us very
hindlv, with a promile to exert them-
{elves on behalf of the opprefled Afri-
cans, and we parted.

While 1n town I chanced once to
he invited to a quaker’s wedding. The
fimple and vet expreflive mode ufed at
their folemnizations is worthy of note.
The following is the true form of it:

I - Afrer
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After the company have met they
have fcalonable exhortations by feveral
of the members: the bride and bnde-
oroom ftand up, and, taking each other
by the hand in a folemn manner, the
man audily declares to this purpofe :

¢ Friends, 1n the fear of the Lord,
and in the prefence of this aflembly,
whom I defire to be my witnefles, 1
take this my friend, M, N. to be my
wifc ; promiling, through divine afhift-
ance, to be unto her a loving and faith-
ful hufband ull death {eparate us :” and
the woman makes the like declaration.
Then the two firdl fign their names
the record, and as many more witnefles
as have a mind. I had the honour to
{ubfcribe mine to a regifter in Grace-
church-Court, Lombard-Street.

We returned to London in Auguft;
and our fhip not going immediately to
fea, I fhipped as a fteward mn an Ame-
rican fhip called the Harmony, Captain

John
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John Willet, and left London in March
1756, bound to Philadelphia, Eleven

days after failing we carried our fore-
maft awav. We had a nine weeks paf-

{age, which caufed our trip not to {uc-
cecd well, the market for our goods
proving bad ; and, to make it worfe,
my commander began to play me the
like tricks as others too often pradtifc
on frce negroes in the Weft Indies.
But I thank God 1 found many friends
‘here, who in fome meafure prevented
him. On my return to London in
Auguft T was very agreeably furprifed
to find that the benevolence of govern-
ment had adopted the plan of fome
philanthropic individuals to fend the
Africans ftom hence to their native
quarter ; and that fome veflcls were
then cngaged to carry them to Sicrra
T eone: an alt which redeunded to the
honour of all concerned 1in 1ts promo-
tion, and filled me with prayers and

much



[ 231 ]

much rejoicing, There was then 1 the
City a felet committee of gentlemen for
the black poor, to (ome of whom [ had
the honour of being known; and, as
foon as they heard of my arrival they
{ent for me to the committce. When 1
came there they informed me of the
intention of government; and as they
feemed to think me qualified to fuper-
intend part of the undertaking, they
afked me to go with the black poor to

Africa. I pointed out to them many
objeftions to my going; and particu-

larly I expreficd (ome difficultics on the
account of the flave dealers, as I would

certainly oppofe their traffic in the hu-
man {pecies by every means In my

power, However thefe objeftions were
over-ruled by the gentlemen of the
comimittee, who prevailed on me to go,
.nd recommended me to the honour-
ble Comffimioners of his Majeity’s

Navy as a-proper perfon to altas com-
miflary
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miflary for government in the intended
expedition ; and they accordingly ap-
pointed me in November 1786 to thag
oifice, and gave me {ufhcient power to
2t for the government in the capacity
of commiilary, having recaved my
warrant and the following order.

Betie prlicpal Ofhoers aired Coiiisi i [10:4075
of ris Muiofiv's Naty.

Wurrras yvou were di-
rected, by our warrant of the 4th of laft
month, tc receive into your charge from

ir. Irving the {urplus provifions re-
maining of what was provided for the
voyage, as well as the provifions for the
fupport of the black poor, after the
Janding at Sterra Leone, with the
cloathing, tools, and a1l other articles
provided at government’s expenie;
and as the provifions were laid in at the
rate of two months for the voyage, and

for
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tor four months after the landing, but
the number embarked being fo much
lefs than was expecied, whereby there
may be a confiderable {urplus of pro-
viftons, cloathing, &c. Thefe are, in
addition to former orders, to dire¢t and
require you to appropriate ot Gifpofe of
fuch furplus to the beft advantage you
can for the benefit of government,
keeping and rendering to us a faithful
account of what you do herein, And
for your guidance In preventing any
white perfons going, who are not in-
tended to have the indulgence of being
carried thither, we fend you herewith a
it of thofe recommended by the Com-
mittee for the black poor as proper per-
fons to be permitted to embark, and
acquaint you that you are not to {uffer

any others to go who do not produce a
certificate from the committee for the
black poor, of their having their per-

miflion for it. I'or which this thall be

}' Oug
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vour warrant. Dated at the Navy Office,
lanuary 16, 1787.
]. HinsLow,

Geo. MAaRsH,

\V. PALMER,
To Mr. Guflavus Vafla,

Commifiary of Provi-
fions and S:ores for

the Black Pocr going

to Sierra Leone.

I proceeded immediately to the exe-
cution of my duty on board the veffels
deftined for the voyage, where I con-
tinued till the March following,

During my continuance in the em-
ployment of government, | was firuck
wiih the flagrant abufes committed by
the agent, and endeavoured to remedy
them, but without effect, One infiance,
among many which I could produce,
may ferve as a {pecimen. Government
had ordered to be provided all necet-

faries (flops, as they are called, includ-
ect)
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ed) for 750 perfons; however, not
beng able to mufter more than 426, I
was ordered to fend the fuperfluous

flops, &c. to the king’s flores at Port{-

mouth ; but, when 1 demanded them for
that purpofe from the agent, it appeared

they had never been bought, though
paid for by government, But that was
not all, government were not the only
objects of peculation ; thefe poor people
fuffered infinitely more ; their accom-

modations were moft wretched ; many
of them wanted beds, and many mare

cloathing and other neceflaries. For
the truth of this, and much more, I do
not feek credit from my own aflertion,
I appeal to the teftiminy of Capt,
Tho:mplon, of the Nautilus, who con-
voyed us, to whom I applied in Feb-
ruary 1787 for a remedy, when I had
remonftrated to the agent in vain, and
even brought him to be a witnefs of the

injuftice and oppreflion 1 complained
of.



L 236 ]
of. T appeal alfo to a letter written by
thele wretched people, {o early as the
beginning of the preceding January,
and publithed in the Morning Herald

of the 4th of that month, figned Dy
twenty of their chicfs,

I could not filently fuffer govern-
ient to be thus cheated, and my coun-
trymen plundered and opprefled, and
even left deflitute of the neceflaries for
almoft their exiftence. I thercfore jn-
formed the Commiffioners of the Navy
of the agent’s prozeeding ; but my dif-
miffion was foon after procured, by
means of a gentleman in the city, whom
the agent, confcious of his pecularion,
had deceived by letter, and whom,
moreover, empowered the fame agent
to receive on board, at the government:
expenie, a number of perfons as paf-
fengers, contrary to the orders I receiv-
ed. by this 1 fuffered a confiderable
lofs in my property : however, the com-

miilioners
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miffioners were fatisfied with my con-
duct, and wrote to Capt. Thompiun,
expreﬁ]ng their approbntion of 1.

Thus provided, they proceeded on
their vovage ; and at laft, worn out by
treatment, perhaps not the moflt mild,
and wafted by ficknefs, brought on by
want of medicine, cloaths, bedding,
&c. they reached Sierra Lecone juit
at the commencement of the rains.
At that {feafon of the year it s tmpof-
Iible to cultivate the lands: their pro-

vijions therefore were exhaufted Lefore
thf.:y could derme any benefit from

apriculture; and it is not furpriﬁng
that many, efpecially the lafcars, whofe
conftitutions are very tender, and who
had been cooped up 11 fhips from
October to June, and accommodated in
the manner [ have mentioned, fhould

be {o wafted by their confinement as
not long to furvive it.

Thus ended my part of the long—-
talked-of expedition to Sierra Leone ;

dl}
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an expedition which, however unfor-
tunate 1n the event, was humane and
politic in its defign, nor was its fatlure
owing to government: everv thing was
done cn tiweir part; but there was evi-
dently tuthcient miimanagement attend-
ing the conduct and execution of it to
defeat 1ts {uccels,

I fhoutd not have been fo ample in
my account of this wranfaction, had not
the thare 1 bore 1n 1t been made the
{fubject of partial animadverfion, and
even my difmiffion from my employ-
ment thought worthy of being madle by
fome a matter of public triumph*, The
motives which might influence any
perfon to delcend to a petty conteft
with an obfcure African, and to feek
gratification by his depreflion, perhaps
it 1s not proper hcre o inquire into or
relate, even 1f its deteélion were necef-
fary to my vindication ; but I thank

*® Seethe Public Advertifer, July 14, 1787.

6

Heaven
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Heaven it 1s not, [ with to fland by
my own integrity, and not to fhelter
myf{elf under the impropriety of ano-

ther; and 1 truft the behaviour of the
Commiflioners of the Navy to me en-

title me to make this aflertion; for

after 1 had been difmifled, March 24,
I drew up a memorial thus:

To the F.ig-/sf [lononrable the Lords Coni-
?Hiﬂ;ﬂﬂfi'j of bis ﬂJé{f:jb".s Tiea ury

The Moemerial and Petition ¢of GusTavus

VassA a black Man, late Commiffary to the
black Poor poing to AFRICA.

'

HUMBLY SHEWETH,

TraT your Lordthips’ me-
morialift was, by the Honourable the
Commiflioners of his Majefty's Navy,
on the 4thof December laft, appointed

to the above employment by warrant
from that board

1'hat
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That he accordingly proceeded to
the execution of his duty on board of
the Vernon, being one of the thips ap-
pointed to proceed to Africa with the
above poor;
That your memorialift, to his great

grief and aftonithment, received a let-
ter of difmiflion from the Honourable

Commiffioners of the Navy, by your
Lordihips’ orders ;

‘That, confcious of having adted
with the moft perfe@ fidelity and the
greatelt atidulty in difcharging the
trut repofed in him, he is altogether at
a lofs to conceive the reafons of your
Lordihips’ having altered the favour-
able optnion you were pleafed to con-
cerve of him, fenfible that your Lord-
fhips would not proceed to fo fevere 2
meafure without {fome apparent good
caufe; he therefore has every reafon to
Lelieve that his condu@® has been
grofsly mifreprefented to your Lord-
fhips,

¥



[ 241 ]
thips; and he is the more confirmed in
his opinion, becaufe, by oppofing mea-
fures of others concerned in the fame
expedition, which tended to defeat your
Lordfhips’ humane intentions, and ¢a
put the government to a very confider-
able additional expenfe, he created a
number of enemies, whofe milrepree
fentations, he has too much reafon to
believe, laid the foundation of hjs dif-
miffion. Unfupported by friends, and
unaided by the advantages of a liberal

education, he can only hope for redrefs
from the juftice of his caufe, in addition

to the mortification of having been
rcmoved from his employment, and the
advantage which he reafonably mighg
have expefted to have derived there-
from. He has had the misfortune tohave
funk a confiderable part of his little
property in fitting himfelf out, and in
other expenfes arifing out of his fitu-
ation, an account of which he hera

Vo, II, M annexes,
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znnexas. Your memoriahft will not
trouble your Lordfhips with a vindi-.
cation of any part of his conduct, be-
caufe he knows not of what crimes he
is accufed ; he, however, earneftly en-
treats that vou will-be pleafed to dirc&t
zn inquiry into his behaviour during
the time he alted in the public fervice;
and, if it be found that his difmiflion
arofc from falfe reprefentations, he is
confident that in your Lordfhips’ juftice
he thall ird redrefs,

Your petitioner therefore humbly
prays that your Lordthips will take his
cafe into confideration, and that you
will be pleafed to order payment of the
above referred-to account, amounting
to 321 4s. and alfo the wages intended,

which 1s moft humbly {ubmitted.
L:m’aw, ﬂfﬂj 12, 1737.

The above petition was delivered

isto the hands of their Lordfhips, who
were
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were kind enough, 1n-the {pace of fome

few months afterwards, without hearing,

to crder me sol. fterling—that is, 181,

wages for the time (upwards of four
months) 1 acted a faithful part in their
fervice. Certainly the {um is more than
a free negro would have had in.the
weltern colontes! !

March the 21{t, 1988, I had the ho-

nour of prefenung the Queen with a
petiion on behalf of my African

brethren, which was received moft gra-
cioufly by her Majefty *:

To the QUEEN’s moft Fuxcellout
Mt{fﬂ/zy.
Mapan,
Your Majeity’s well known
benevolence and lmmanitjr cmboldens

* At the requeflt of fome of my moft particular
friends, I take the Liberty of inferting it here,

M 2 me

¥ .,
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me to approach your royal prefence,
trufting that the ob{curity of my fitua-
tion will not prevent your Majefty from
attending to the fufferings for which {
plead.

Yet I do not {olicit vour roval pity
for my own difirefs ; my fufferings, al-
though numerous, arc in a meafure for-
cotten. I {upplicate your Majefty’s
cor paffion for millions of my African
counirymen, who groan under the lath
of tyranny 1n the Weft Indies.

The oppreflion and cruelty exercifed
to the unhappy negroes there, have at
length reached the Briufh legiflature,
and they are now deliberating on its
redrefs; cven feveral perfons of pro-
perty in flaves in the Weft Indies, have
petitioned parliament againft its con-
tinuance, fenfible that 1t 1s as impolitic
as it 1s unjuft—and what 1s inhuman
muft cver te uawile.

Your Majelty’s reign has been hi-

therto
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therto diftinguithed by private acts of
benevolence and bounty; f{urely the
more extended the mifery 1s, the greater
claim it has to your Majefty’'s com-
paffion, and the greater mult be your
Majefty’s pleafure in adminiftering to
1ts relief.

! prefume, thercfore, gractous Queen,
to implore your interpofition with your
royal confort, in favour of the wretch-
ed Africans; that, by your Majefty’s
benevolent influence, a period may
now be put to their mifery; and that '1

- they may be raifed from the condition
of brutes, to which they are at prefent
degraded, to the rights and fituaton
of freemen, and admitted to partake-of
the bleffings of your Majefty’s happy
government ; o fhall your Majefty en-
joy the heart-felt pleafure of procuring,

happine(s to millions, and be rewarded
in the grateful prayers of themlelves,

and of their pofterity.
M 3 And
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~And may the all-bountiful Creator

fhower on your Majefty, and the Royal
Family, every blefling that this world
can afford, and every fulnefs of joy
which divine revelation has promited

us 1n the next.

I am your Majefty’s moft dutiful and

devoted fervant to command,

GUSTAVUS VASSA,
' The Opprefled Ethiopeans
No. g3, Baldwin's Gardens.

The negro confolidated a&, made
by the affembly of Jamaica laft year,
and the new aét of amendment now
in agiation there, contain a proof
of the exiftence of thofe charges
-that have been made againft the
planters relative to the treatment of
. their {laves.

I hope to have the fatisfation of
{fecing the renovation of liberty. and

juftice
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juftice refting on the Bifh governs
ment, to vindicate the honour of our

common nature. Thefe are concerns
which do not perhaps belong to any
particular office : but, 1o (peak more
ferioufly to every man of fenuiment,
2&ions like thefe are the juflt and f{ure

foundation of future fame ; a reverhon,
though remote, is coveted by fome
noble minds as a fubftantial good. It
is upon thefe grounds that 1 hope and
cxpect the attention of gentlemen 1n
power. Thele are deiigns confonant
to the elevation of their rank, and the
dignity of their ftations: they are ends
fuitable to the nature of a free and ge-
pnerous government; and, connected
with views of cmpire and dominion,
fuited to the benevolence and {oligt
merit of the legiflature. It 1s a pur-
{uit of {ubftantial greatncfs.—-—l\’[ay;,th:
time come—at leaft the {peculation to

me is pleafing—when the fable people
M 4 (hall
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fhall gratefully commemorate the a1
fpicious =ra of extenfive freedom,
Then {hall thofe perfons * particularly
be named with praife and honour,
who generoufly propofed and ftood
forih 1n the caufe of humanity, liberty,
and good policy ; and brought to the
car of the legiflature defigns worthy
of royal patronage and adoption, May
Heaven make the Britith fenators the
difperfers of hight, liberty, and {cience,
to the uttermoft parts of the earth s
then will be glory to God on the
higheft, on earth peace, and good-will
to men :—Glory, honour, peace, &ec,
W0 every foul of man that worketh
good, to the Britons firlt, (becaufe to

them the Gofpel is preached) and alfo
to- the nations. ¢ Thofe that honour

-r
-

® Grenville Sharp, Efq; the Reverend Thomas
Clarkion 3 the Reverend James Ramﬁly; our ap-
proved friends, men of virtue, are an ‘honour to
their country. crramental to human nature, happ,y

10 themfelves, and benefactors to mnankind !
¢ therr
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¢ their Maker have mercy on the
¢ poor.” ‘ltis righteoufneis exalteth a
¢ nation ; but fin is a reproach to any
¢ people ; deftruction fhall be to the
¢ workers of iniquity, and the wicked

¢ fhall fall by their own wickednefs.’
May the bleffings of the Lord be upon

the heads of all thofe who commiferated

the cafes of the oppreffed negroes, and
the fear of God prolong their -days;
and may thetr expetations be filled
with gladnefs! ¢ The liberal devife hi-
« beral things,and by liberal things {hall
¢ fand,’ Ifaiah xxxii. . They can fay
with pious }ob, ¢ Did not I weep for
¢ him that was in trouble? was not my
¢ foul grieved for the poor!’ Job XxK.25e

Ac the inhuman traffic of flavery 1s to

be taken- into the confideration of the

Britith legiflature, 1 doubt not, if a
-{yftem of commerce Was eftablithed 1n
Africa, the demand for manufaétures
would moft rapidly augment, as the na-

tive
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tive inhabitants will infenfibly adopt the
Britith fathions, manners, cufloms, &c.
In proportion to the civilization, fo
will be the confumpticn of Britith ma-
nufactures.

The wear and tear of a continent,
nearly twice as large as Europe, and
rich in vegetable and mineral produc-
tions, 1s much eafier conceived than
calculated,

A cafe 1n point.—It coft the Abo-
rigines of Britain little or nothing in
clothing, &c. The difference between
their forefathers and the prefent gene-
ration, in point of confumption, is
Iiterally infinite. The fuppofition s
moft obvious. It will be equally irn-
menfe in Africa—The {fame caufe, viz.
ctvilization, will ever have the fame

effect.
It is trading vpon fafe grounds. A

eommercial intercourfe with Africa
opens an wexhauftible fource of wealth

to
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to the manufacturing interefts of Greac

‘Britain, and to all which the flave trade
! 1s an objection.

>

{  If I am not mifinformed, the manu-
fa&uring intereft is equal, if not fupe-
rior, to the landed intereft, as to the
value, for reafons which will foon ap-

. pear. The aboliticn of flavery, 1o
diabolical, will give a moft rapid exten-
fion of manufaétures, which is totally
and diametrically oppofite to what {ome
interefied people aflert.

The manufaGturers of this country
muft and will, in the nature and reafon
of things, have a full and conftant em-
ploy by {upplying the African mar-
kets. -

PoPulation, the bowels and furface
of Africa, abound in valuable and ufe-
ful returns ; the hidden treafures of cen-
curies will be brought to light and into
circulation. Induftry, enterprize, and
mining, will have their full {cope, pre-

portionably
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portionably as they civilize. n 4
word, it lays open an endlefs field of
commerce to the Britith manufa@ures
and merchant adventurer. - ‘The manu-
facturing interedt and the general inte-
refts are {fynonymous. ‘I'he abolition of
flavery would be in reality an univerfal
good.

Tortures, murder, and every other
Imaginable barbarity and iniquity, are
Practifed upon the poor flaves with im-

punity. I hope the flave trade will be
abolifhed. I pray it may be an event

at hand. The great body of manufac-
turers, uniting in the caufe, will ¢on-

fiderably facil'tate and expedite it; and,
as | have already flated, it is moft {ub.

ftantially their intereft and advantage,
and as{uch the nation’s at arge, (except
thofe perfons concerned in the manu-
falturing neck-yokes, coliars, chains,
hird-cuffs, leg-bolts, drags, thumb-
fciews, iton muzzles, znd coflins 5 cats,

icourges,
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fcourges, and other inftruments of tor-
ture ufed 1n the flave trade). In a thort
time one fentiment alone will prevail,
from motives of intereft as well as juftice
and humanity. Europe contains one
hundred and twenty millions of inhabi-
tants. Query—How many fnillions doth
Africa contain? Suppofing the Afrt-
cans, colle@ively and individually, to
expend 5l. a head 1n raiment and fur-
niture yearly when civilized, &c. an
immenfity beyond the reach of 1ma-
gination !

This I conceive to be a theory
founded upon falls, and therefore an
infallible one. If the blacks were per-
mitted to remain in their own country;’
they would double themielvis every
fifteen years. .In proportion to fuch
increafe will be the demand for manu-
f28ures.  Cotton -and indigo grow
fpontaneoufly in moft parts of Africa;
2 confideration this.of no fmall con-

6 {equence



L o254 ]
fequence to the manufacturing towns of
Great Baitain. It opens a moft im-
menfe, glorious, and happy profpe& —
the clothing, &c. of a continent ten
thoufand mijles ip circumference, and

immenfely rich in productions of every

denomination in return for manuface
fuires.

I have only therefore to requeft the
reader’s indulgence and conclude. J
am far from the vanity of thinking there
Is any merit in this narrative - I hope
cenfure will be fufpended, when it ig
confidered that it was written by one
who was as unwilling as unable to adorn
the plainnefs of truth by. the colouring

of 1magination, My life and fortune

have been extremely chequered, and
my adventures various. FEven thofe ]
have related are confiderably abrid ged.
If any incident in this little work thould
appear uninterefting and trifling to
moft readers, | can only fay, as my

cxcuie
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excufe for mentioning it, that almoft
every cvent of my life made an impref-
fion on my mind and influenced my
conduct. 1 early accuftomed myfelf te
look for the hand of God in the mi-
nuteft occurrence, and to learn from it
a leffon of morality and religion; and
in this 1 ghtevery circumftance | have
related was to me of importance. After
all, what makes any event important,
unlefs by its obfervation we become
hetter and wifer, and learn ¢ to do
« juftly, to love mercy, and to walk
¢ humbly before God# To thofe who
are poffeffed of this {pirit, there 1s
{carcely any book or incident {o trifling
that does not afford fome profit, while

to others the experience of ages {eems
of no ufe; and even to pour out to
them the treafures of wifdom 1s tnrow-
g the jewels of inftruction away.

THE EXND,



Vo..I. ERRATA.

Pﬂ[_’,ﬂ Line
¢ 14 for Embrence read Embrenche.
1« x for food read drink.
41 4 jor fortune alfo, read fortunate, al{o.
72 7 forloolc read long.
108 8§ for her read him.
192 - 17 dele nOw.
168 In the Note, after Bayonne read were.
246 17 _far €VCN read REar,

vor. II. ERRATA.

Pige Linc
g 3 Jorwithread in.

a9 3 Jforand read that,
351 laft line, betwecn hiwm gud all infert tobe.
193 11 for 1767 read 1776.
204 30 betweento and me infert thew.
272 33 for Mr.Irving read Mr. Joleph Irwin.
236 37 for whom read who,

248 Nofz---for Greaville read Granville,
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